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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]General comments
Overall, students performed very well in the 2024 written examination.
In Section 1, which focused on listening and responding, students engaged with the texts by actively listening, taking notes, and answering the questions provided. All students attempted every question. It is advisable for students to listen to the texts attentively and to take detailed notes in Romanian rather than in English. This approach generally helps to accurately answer the questions. Taking notes in English may divert students’ attention from fully grasping the meaning of the texts, particularly in sections where the meaning must be inferred.
Students demonstrated a robust understanding of the three written texts in Section 2, Reading and Responding. Students effectively identified relevant information within the texts and provided correct answers to the questions. Several students used reading strategies such as skimming and underlined key words or sections, which helped them to formulate their responses. While some answers may be presented in bullet point format, students should write them in complete sentences to ensure the necessary detail is included for full mark allocation.
Question 10 was by far the most popular topic in Section 3, Writing in Romanian. 
Responses that scored highly demonstrated a commendable breadth of information, as opposed to merely recounting events in chronological order. These students employed a diverse vocabulary and used sophisticated language, maintaining an appropriate style and register. Conversely, responses that did not score well exhibited difficulties in clarity of expression, relied on a limited range of vocabulary (including anglicisms), employed simplistic language structures, and made frequent spelling and grammatical errors.
The most common grammatical error was the incorrect use of tenses, particularly the subjunctive mood. It is essential for students to allocate adequate time to study new vocabulary and grammar rules. For example, the following verbs were incorrectly used in the subjunctive: să lucrează instead of să lucreze (to work), să cumpăre instead of să cumpere (to buy), and să refuză instead of să refuze (to refuse). One effective strategy is to group verbs with similar conjugations and learn their correct forms.
Specific information
Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual information. 
This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have been included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.


Section 1: Listening and responding 
Part A – Listening and responding in English
Question 1
One example of a free service and one example of a low-cost service offered by the company ‘Teeth at home’:
example of a free service: cleaning tartar or reattaching dentures to the gums
example of a low-cost service: treating tooth decay or extracting compromised teeth.
Most students identified at least one correct service for this question.
Question 2a.
Carmen has learnt about bacterial diseases in freshwater fish.
Carmen participated in the treatment of such fish.
The experience confirmed her desire to study Marine Biology / she gained experience in her field of interest.
Most students demonstrated a very good understanding of the text and received at least two marks for this question. 
Question 2b.
The medical signs of the sick fish are:
small white spots on the body
lethargy.
The majority of students identified both medical signs of the sick fish.
Question 2c.
Correct answers included:
the lifecycle of bacteria is disrupted
fish heal within five days.
Most students identified at least one correct answer for this question.
Question 3a.
Knitting the socks requires a different number of needles, depending on which part of the sock is knitted.
Four needles are needed at the start and at the end.
Two needles are required for knitting the heel of the sock.
Question 3b.
The benefits of wearing homemade socks included:
They do not have seams so they are more comfortable.
They can be knitted up to the ankles or mid-calf to keep warm.


Question 3c.
Natural wool yarn is preferable because the socks:
are thick
are (more) resistant / durable / last longer.
It should be noted that ‘the socks keep you warm’ is not a correct answer, as the text does not state it as a reason for the preferred yarn.
The majority of students demonstrated a very good understanding of the text and identified at least one correct answer for each question for Text 3.
Part B – Listening and responding in Romanian
Question 4
Correct answers should have included the following three ideas:
Anca va ajunge târziu acasă deoarece lucrează în această seară. (Anca will be home late because she works this evening.)
Are antrenament până la 12 mâine. (She has training until 12 tomorrow.)
După ce ajunge acasă, o poate însoți pe mama la Bunnings să cumpere o nouă mașină de tuns iarba. (After she gets home she can go to Bunnings with Mum to buy a new lawnmower.)
Most students demonstrated a thorough understanding of this text and were able to identify at least two correct answers.
Question 5
There were seven benefits listed in Text 5, and students had to identify any six of the seven benefits:
Primești tratament pentru afecțiunile reumatice / la băile/apele termale. (Receive treatment for rheumatic ailments / at the thermal baths.)
Băile Tușnad sunt aproape de casă / la 3 ore distanță. (The Tușnad baths are close to home / three hours away from home.)
Este mai ieftin decât să mergi în Elveția OR Poți găsi cazare la prețuri rezonabile/convenabile. (It is cheaper than going to Switzerland OR One can find accommodation at a reasonable price.)
Peisajul din jur este frumos, ca în Elveția / înconjurat de munți. (The surrounding landscape is beautiful as it is like Switzerland / surrounded by mountains.)
Aerul este curat. (The air is fresh.)
Costul tratamentelor la apele termale este acoperit de asigurarea medicală (dacă ai bilet de trimitere de la medicul de familie și cardul de sănătate). (The cost of the thermal water treatment is covered by medical insurance (if you have a referral from the family doctor and a health card).)
Tratamentul poate fi recomandat de medicul de familie. (The treatment can be recommended by the family doctor.)
Most students identified at least three correct benefits for this question.
Question 6a.
Numărul de imigranți în Australia a scăzut pentru că românii în căutarea unui loc de muncă temporar se stabilesc în Europa și nu mai emigrează în Australia. (The number of immigrants to Australia has decreased because Romanians looking for a temporary job settle in Europe and no longer migrate to Australia.)
Students who identified the change in migration trend and the reason were awarded full marks.
Question 6b.
Any two of the three following possible answers associated with each historical period:
Înainte de 1989, românii au imigrat în Australia deoarece: (Before 1989, Romanians immigrated to Australia because:)
își doreau o viață mai bună (they wanted a better life)
se descurcau foarte greu pentru că totul se raționaliza: mâncarea, apa caldă, căldura, curentul electric, combustibilul (they hardly managed because everything was rationed: food, hot water, heat, electricity, fuel)
nu puteau circula liber / nu puteau călători cu mașina în străinătate. (they could not move freely / they could not travel abroad by car.)
După 1989, românii au imigrat în Australia deoarece: (After 1989, Romanians immigrated to Australia because:)
ei vorbesc engleza foarte bine (they speak English very well)
își găsesc slujbe conform specializării lor (they find jobs in their specialisation)
reușesc să se integreze ușor în societatea australiană. (they manage to integrate easily into Australian society.)
Most students identified at least two correct answers for this question.
Section 2: Reading and responding
Part A – Reading and responding in English
Question 7a.
Any five of the following six possible answers:
Balchik was a multicultural town.
The town would appear suddenly, making a unique spectacle.
The expansion was descending abruptly into the sea.
Approaching Balchik would give visitors the feeling of descending into heaven.
The descent from the plateau is like that in an amphitheatre.
The figure of an odalisque dressed in black, idle like a statue.
Several students misinterpreted the text, suggesting that Balchik is unique because of its statue. However, the text actually refers to the queen's friend, Fatma, who is described as being idle like a statue while awaiting the queen’s arrival.


Question 7b 
Students were asked to find evidence in the text to show the close relationship between Queen Mary and Balchik’s Turkish minority.
Queen Mary was called ‘The Sultana’ by the Turkish minority.
Queen Mary is described as having the same ‘light of friendship’ with Fatma (despite wearing contrasting colours). / Queen Mary stops the car and she and Fatma continue the journey together, which shows friendship. / Fatma waits for Queen Mary to arrive, which shows a close relationship/friendship.
Students were awarded two marks for referencing two distinct ideas. Some students reiterated the concept of friendship multiple times; for example, Fatma was waiting for the queen, and upon stopping the car, they would continue their journey together. In such cases, students received only one mark, as they referenced the same concept of ‘friendship’.
Question 8 
Any three of the following four correct answers:
The collection (folk costumes, personal objects, documents, etc.) will help maintain ethnic identity / objects coming from Romania.
The virtual museum is free of charge so anyone may use it as a research tool.
The virtual museum will include recorded interviews with witnesses about recent events in Romanian history / their contributions in Australia / how they maintain their traditions in Australia for future reference.
The virtual museum will include ‘living history’, including contributions about festivals, celebrations, historical exhibitions, traditional customs and Romanian culture.
Most students identified at least two correct answers for this question.
Part B – Reading and responding in Romanian
Question 9
Students were asked to read Text 9 and write a letter addressed to their parents in which they articulated their decision to pursue a different career path than what had previously been discussed with their family. Additionally, they expressed their intention to spend the upcoming European summer volunteering for this foundation.
Student responses should have:
adhered to the structure of an informal letter, incorporating a greeting, a signature line, and organised paragraphs
demonstrated proficient use of various tenses
referenced one or more activities associated with the foundation
articulated reasons for a change of mind
outlined future plans, such as travel to Romania or academic arrangements
offered insights into interests related to specific activities, opinions on the foundation's initiatives, and perceptions regarding the potential impact of their contributions
concluded with an invitation for parents to respond to the letter.


Most students demonstrated a very good understanding of the text and wrote interesting responses. Several responses emphasised the critical role of volunteers in achieving results, noting that their generosity and commitment of time during the summer holidays were essential. Other responses observed that the foundation’s volunteers provided children with fundamental literacy skills to prepare for exams, inspired young children, and highlighted that the experience at the foundation offered valuable insights into the living conditions of some communities in Romania. Many responses underscored the significance of exploring a new career prior to making substantial career decisions, as well as the importance of giving back to the community. 
Most responses were written legibly and with appropriate grammar. For example, past tense verbs were used when discussing previous career intentions or describing the foundation’s past activities, while future tenses were used to outline prospective volunteer activities. 
Students are encouraged to ensure that their written responses present a logical sequence of ideas and include a conclusion. This can be effectively accomplished by developing a plan prior to composing their written work.
Section 3: Writing in Romanian
Question 10
Students were asked to write an email addressed to their best friend describing their experiences at their favourite singer’s concert.
Responses should have included the following components:
the structure of an email, including to/from fields, a subject line, a greeting and a signature line
a range of tenses to enhance the narrative
a comprehensive account of the event, including details such as arrival experience, number of attendees, overall atmosphere, songs performed (including any new songs), and personal impressions and expectations
complete sentences organised into coherent paragraphs, written in a neutral or informal tone
a concluding statement that reflected on the quality and overall impression of the performance.
This question was selected by the majority of students. Many students adhered to the appropriate email format and provided detailed descriptions of the event.
Higher-scoring responses incorporated engaging visual, auditory and tactile elements into their descriptions, such as the vivid imagery created by the lighting displays, the overwhelming noise of the crowd, and the vibrations felt beneath their feet. These students used authentic expressions and complex verb tenses to convey their experiences during the concert, using phrases such as din toți plămânii (at the top of my lungs), te mângâia la suflet (caresses your soul), bine faci, bine găsești (do good and good will follow), and ca și cum aș fi fost într-un vis (as if I were in a dream).
However, some responses finished abruptly, omitting a conclusion. Including a conclusion would have provided students with the opportunity to summarise their thoughts on the concert or the artist’s performance, thereby sharing their overall impression with readers and evaluating the event. It could also encompass potential follow-up activities, such as discussing plans to attend a concert together.


Question 11
Students were asked to write an imaginative story about the relationship between an old dog and a stray kitten and to highlight the obstacles the two overcame to become best friends. 
Responses should have included the following elements:
a narrative inspired by the provided scenario
a logical and cohesive sequence of ideas, possibly encompassing a description of the dog’s life, a description of the kitten’s life, an account of how the two animals met, and a discussion of the challenges they faced, such as competing for shelter, food and attention, or differing habits
scenarios illustrating how the two animal friends support one another, highlighting the dog’s role as a loyal companion with life experience and the kitten’s representation of youthful inexperience
a narrative structure with complete sentences organised in paragraphs, or it could have featured dialogue
(optional) questions, rhetorical language, exaggeration or superlatives to convey a perspective or attitude
a concluding section to summarise the story’s themes or messages.
Question 12
Students were asked to write the text of an interview with a Year 10 student who decided to take up soccer, focusing on the reasons for their choice and their plans for the future. 
Responses should have included the following elements:
a structured interview format, featuring the interviewer posing questions and the student providing responses
a clear explanation of the motivations behind the student’s decision to pursue soccer, including a comprehensive overview of their reasons for this choice
a detailed outline of the student’s future aspirations, such as their intention to become a professional player or their pursuit of sponsorship opportunities
relevant supporting evidence or examples, such as the success of the Matildas and its impact on Australian girls and soccer players, a specific role model, or a familial connection to the sport
an organised structure, logically presenting information in formal language, culminating in an articulate conclusion.
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