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Japanese Second Language
Question and Answer Book

VCE Examination — Tuesday 18 November 2025

* Reading time is 15 minutes: 3.00 pm to 3.15 pm
* Writing time is 2 hours: 3.15 pm to 5.15 pm

Approved materials
* Any printed monolingual and/or bilingual dictionary in one or two separate volumes

Materials supplied
* Question and Answer Book of 20 pages

Instructions

* You may consult dictionaries during reading time and also during the examination.
» Write all your responses in the spaces provided in this Question and Answer Book.
* The spaces provided give you an idea of how much you should write.

Students are not permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any unauthorised electronic
devices into the examination room.
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Section 1

Part A — Listening and responding in English
Instructions for Text 1, Question 1

* You will hear one text. The text will be played twice. There will be a short break between the first and

second playings of the text. You may make notes at any time.
+ Listen carefully to the text and then answer the questions in ENGLISH.
» All responses must be based on the text.

Text 1
Answer the following questions in ENGLISH.
Responses in the wrong language will not receive credit.

Question 1 (10 marks)

a. When does the walking group meet? 2 marks

b. According to the text, why is it better to walk at this time of
the day? 2 marks

c. Outline the benefits of joining this walking group. 3 marks

Write your notes
here. Notes will not
be assessed.
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d. What advice is given to participants in the walking group? 3 marks Write your notes
here. Notes will not
be assessed.
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Part B — Listening and responding in Japanese
Instructions for Text 2, Question 2

* You will hear one text. The text will be played twice. There will be a short break between the first and
second playings of the text. You may make notes at any time.

+ Listen carefully to the text and then answer the questions in complete sentences in JAPANESE.
» All responses must be based on the text.

Text 2 Write your notes
Answer the following questions in complete sentences in JAPANESE. here. Notes will not

. . . . be assessed.
Responses in the wrong language will not receive credit.

Question 2 (10 marks)

a. Explain Hiroshi’s reasons for recommending the Akita
amusement park.
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b. Why was the cycle monorail fun?
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c. What safety measures are in place for the cycle monorail? Write your notes
. here. Notes will not
b ATZNEL
ENRBEERIRBY A 7 VT ) L—ITH D £, 3 marks be assessed.

d. What became good memories for Hiroshi, other than the
cycle monorail?
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Section 2

Part A — Reading, listening and responding in English
Instructions for Texts 3A and 3B, Question 3
* You have five minutes to read Text 3A.

+ At the end of the five minutes, Text 3B, a listening text, will be played. The text will be played twice.
There will be a short break between the first and second playings of the text. You may make notes
at any time.

* Answer the questions in ENGLISH.
* Questions may relate to either Text 3A or Text 3B, or to both texts.
» All responses must be based on the texts.

Text 3A
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Text 3A — continued
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Eilind elderly person

i_? FORARE

=Rl ageing

HHT

Z N7"— 2 nursing home

FLw<

T4 boarding, lodging in someone’s house
LL X

25V elderly people

You may make notes in this space for Text 3A and Text 3B. These notes will not be assessed.
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Write your responses to Question 3 on the following pages.
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Texts 3A and 3B
* Answer the following questions in ENGLISH.
* Responses in the wrong language will not receive credit.

Question 3 (20 marks) Write your notes

a. Using information from the article, explain how elderly people’s here. Notes will not
living arrangements have changed over the last 50 years. 4 marks be assessed.

b. Explain the problems elderly people face when living alone in
Japan, as mentioned in the article. 4 marks
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c. Why did Miku decide to move into Take-san’s house? 3 marks
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d. Outline the difficulties Miku experiences while living with an Write your notes
elderly person. 3 marks | here. Notes will not
be assessed.

e. According to the information in the article and the interview,
what have the older and younger generations learnt from
each other? 6 marks

Things that the older generation have learnt from the younger
generation
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Things that the younger generation have learnt from the older
generation
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Part B — Reading and responding in Japanese

Instructions for Text 4, Question 4

* Read the text and then answer the question in approximately 300 jiin JAPANESE on pages
12 and 13.

* Your response must be based on the text.
» Answer the question in complete sentences in JAPANESE.
* Responses in the wrong language will not receive credit.

Text 4
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Source (image): Celine Bennett/Shutterstock.com
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Question 4 (15 marks)

You are going to participate in your school’s study tour to Japan next month. You read the blog post
about the Japanese sweets-making workshop at Iroha Wagashi in Kyoto. Using the information from
this blog post and the photograph, write an email to persuade your Japanese teacher to include this
Japanese sweets-making workshop in the trip itinerary.
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You may make notes in this space. These notes will not be assessed.

Write your response to Question 4 on the following pages.
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Question 4
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End of Section 2
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Section 3

Writing in Japanese

Instructions for Questions 5-8

* Answer one question in 400-500 jiin JAPANESE.

* Responses in the wrong language will not receive credit.
» Space is provided on page 15 to make notes. These notes will not be assessed.

Question 5 (20 marks)

Last month you became the social media coordinator at your local sports club. Write the script of an
informative speech to present to the members of the club, explaining how you have used social media
to promote the club.
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OR

Question 6 (20 marks)

Yesterday was the final day at your part-time job because you have decided to focus on your Year 12
studies. Write a personal journal entry reflecting on the skills you learnt while doing your part-time job,
and how those skills will help you in the future.
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Question 7 (20 marks)

You recently flew from Melbourne to Tokyo on the first-ever flight of a new Japanese airline. Write
a report evaluating the positive and negative aspects of the flight. The report will be published in a
tourism magazine.
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Question 8 (20 marks)

While in Japan you placed an order for lunch on your phone app, and the food delivery robot pictured
below brought you the food. Inside the robot was not only the food, but also an unexpected surprise.
Write an imaginative story for a children’s book on the surprise you experienced.
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Source: Picturesque Japan/Shutterstock.com

You may make notes in this space. These notes will not be assessed.

Write your response on the following pages.
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Select a question by placing a tick (v') in one of the boxes below:

Question 5[] Question 6 [_] Question 7 [_] Question 8 ]
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If you use any additional Question and Answer Books to complete your responses, write your student
number on the front cover. At the end of the examination, place the additional Question and Answer
Books inside the front cover of the first Question and Answer Book.

End of examination questions
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Assessment criteria

Section 1

Part A — Listening and responding in English

+ the capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts
Part B — Listening and responding in Japanese

* the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts

 the capacity to convey information and opinions accurately and appropriately
Section 2

Part A — Reading, listening and responding in English

+ the capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts
Part B — Reading and responding in Japanese

 the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts

 the capacity to convey information and opinions accurately and appropriately
Section 3 — Writing in Japanese

 the capacity to demonstrate relevance, breadth and depth of content

« the capacity to demonstrate accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
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