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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the VCE Arabic Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In the 2025 oral examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Students provided very good information about their participation in community events, such as multicultural festivals, and reflected on how these experiences influenced their life in Australia. Many students engaged confidently in the conversation, demonstrating not only language proficiency but also a genuine interest in connecting with Arabic-speaking communities and cultural experiences. Many students spoke confidently about balancing school, work and leisure activities, elaborating on their family routines and future aspirations, as well as the steps they are taking to achieve their goals. Other students shared insights into their family activities during summer or on weekends
provided a range of relevant, in-depth information, ideas and opinions about their family, their future aspirations and the actions they were taking to make them a reality, especially while studying VCE subjects
elaborated on, clarified and defended ideas and opinions. For example, while talking about their families, students were able to explain their relationships with different family members. They mentioned who their favourite relatives were and explained why they admired them
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed. Students exhibited very good comprehension skills and confidence throughout the conversation. Some students were able to effortlessly transition between topics, discussing their favourite sports and how they planned to integrate them into their future. The students demonstrated a clear understanding of the questions posed and were generally able to maintain the flow of the conversation
overall, performed satisfactorily, with many demonstrating an excellent level of language proficiency, confidence and cultural understanding. 
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure they are ready for the conversation in terms of the relevance, depth and range of their information, ideas and opinions. Students often provided responses that lacked depth or did not fully address the question. Students are advised to focus on preparing not only factual information but also their personal opinions, examples and reasoning. This will allow them to speak more freely and engage in more meaningful conversations
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. Some students struggled to continue the conversation once they had answered the initial question. To advance the conversation, it is important to practise responding to a variety of questions and expanding on the answer
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Students often lacked vocabulary related to their personal interests and real-world interactions. 
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 oral examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. Students chose their subtopic from one of the two prescribed themes, ‘The Arabic-speaking communities’ or ‘The world around us’
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. For example, some students provided detailed opinions on issues such as environmental topics, Arabic-speaking communities, or social phenomena. Students were able to express their own opinions regarding the advantages and disadvantages of these issues
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Some students were able to effectively reference the image as part of their explanation
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion. Several students exhibited strong communication skills, maintaining a clear and coherent dialogue with assessors. Some students responded confidently to questions, offering detailed responses and addressing each aspect of the assessor’s inquiry with precision
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
learn about their subtopic in more depth
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Many students did not provide an image to support their discussion
avoid relying on pre-learnt responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Students should avoid memorising responses and instead focus on listening to and responding directly to the assessor’s questions. For example, when talking about a historical figure or event, students who had memorised a response might have provided irrelevant details. Instead, they should engage with the questions and speak naturally about their own point of view and analyse the subtopic at hand
practise using repair strategies. Many students struggled to recover from mistakes or misunderstandings during the oral exam, resulting in awkward pauses or incomplete answers. Students should practise using repair strategies, such as asking for clarification or rephrasing their answers if they make a mistake. This will help them maintain the flow of the conversation and appear more confident. 
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