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Refer to the VCE Auslan study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
Section 1 of the examination consisted of a general conversation (approximately 7 minutes in length) about the student’s personal world, such as school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. 
This provided students with a foundation to develop engaging ideas, enabling them to participate in spontaneous discussion with the assessors on topics of personal interest.
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students responded well to open-ended questions and used the flexibility of these prompts to expand on ideas and provide relevant detail. Many students communicated confidently and were able to sustain the interaction with minimal reliance on assessor prompts, contributing to a natural and balanced exchange. They used strategies such as, acknowledging limited knowledge, expressing opinions thoughtfully and reformulating responses when needed.
Students engaged successfully in general conversation about their personal world and their experiences as learners of Auslan and Deaf culture. They demonstrated a strong connection between personal experiences and their use of Auslan, drawing on real-life contexts such as their journey to the examination venue or observations about the weather and immediate surroundings. These authentic references supported spontaneous two-way interaction and enabled students to carry the conversation forward meaningfully. Overall, students displayed appropriate expression and confidence, resulting in clear and effective communication throughout the conversation.
Areas for improvement
While many students demonstrated confidence and appropriate expression, further improvement could be made through more consistent and purposeful use of Auslan grammar and non-manual features (NMFs). Some students relied on short or minimal responses rather than extending ideas through personal experiences and opinions. For example, when discussing the weather, students could enhance meaning by using NMFs to distinguish between conditions such as warm or hot temperatures, light versus heavy rain, or foggy weather, and attempt to explain whether they enjoyed these conditions and why.
To strengthen performance in this section, students are encouraged to monitor the accuracy of sign choice and to self-correct when prompted by assessors. In some instances, incorrect signs were not adjusted despite prompts. Building confidence to repair errors while continuing the interaction, rather than restarting responses, would support smoother communication and help maintain the flow of conversation.
Greater use of Auslan structures would also enhance responses. This includes extending answers beyond short responses to develop ideas more fully, using space effectively to avoid unnecessary repetition, and employing list buoys when discussing family members. Elaborating on real-life contexts – such as travel to the examination venue, traffic conditions or experiences using public transport – would further support depth and spontaneity in conversation.
Section 2: Presentation and response
Section 2 of the examination consisted of a presentation and response (approximately 8 minutes) based on a prepared topic. 
Following the informal conversation, students revealed their topic based on an area of interest. Students were allowed to support the presentation and response with objects such as photographs, diagrams and maps. Notes and cue cards were not permitted. Upon completion of the presentation, students responded to questions raised by the assessors regarding their presentation.
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students who had undertaken ample preparation were able to deliver engaging and well-structured presentations, demonstrating a high standard of signing skills. Many students introduced the focus of their subtopic clearly, and effectively alerted assessors to the visual support they were using to frame the presentation and subsequent discussion.
Students generally demonstrated sound in-depth knowledge of their chosen topics, responded effectively to open-ended questions, and used these opportunities to expand on ideas and provide relevant information and opinions. Effective presentations were characterised by clear organisation, purposeful use of Auslan features, and the ability to clarify, elaborate on and defend ideas during the discussion phase.
[bookmark: _Hlk219466670]Most students brought supporting materials such as photographs or maps, and many used these visuals skillfully to enhance meaning and support sustained interaction with assessors. Students also communicated confidently throughout the presentation and response and used appropriate vocabulary, grammar and expression, including effective control of NMFs.
When assessors provided prompts to indicate signing inaccuracies, some students were able to recognise and adjust their signing accordingly, demonstrating an awareness of repair strategies and a capacity to maintain the flow of communication.
Around half of the cohort selected Deaf-related topics, reflecting a strong understanding of Deaf culture, history and identity. These topics enabled students to engage meaningfully with culturally relevant content, producing a confident, informed discussion.
Areas for improvement
To further strengthen performance in this section, students are encouraged to develop depth in their presentations by expanding on ideas, opinions and perspectives instead of relying on description alone. Some presentations focused on listing information or general knowledge and would benefit from a clearer point of view supported by explanation, personal insight or evaluation.


Students could improve by being prepared to respond to a broad range of questions related to their topic. In some instances, responses appeared rehearsed and did not fully address the question. Developing confidence to adapt prepared material and engage more dynamically in discussion would support more authentic interaction with assessors.
Greater attention to topic selection and visual support would further enhance performance. Choosing a topic that aligned with individual interests and ability, and selecting an image that clearly supported discussion, would enable students to extend ideas. Using the image purposefully throughout the discussion, instead of only as a reference point, would support clearer explanations and deeper engagement.
Ongoing development of Auslan skills would also strengthen performance, including the use of repair strategies when inaccuracies occur, refinement of grammar and expansion of vocabulary specific to their chosen topic. Continued practise in maintaining appropriate expression, tempo and clarity throughout extended responses would contribute to more confident and sustained communication.
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