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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, and aspects of Bengali language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective; for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. Students talked about how they communicate with their family members, friends and relatives living overseas using Bengali, and how it has helped them to learn new words. Students described their experiences of how being bilingual has helped them in school and social life in Australia. They talked about the influence of Bengali music, film and literature in their daily lives.
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. Students talked about how they celebrate Bengali cultural festivals, such as পহেলা বৈশাখ (Bengali New Year), একুশে ফেব্রুয়ারী (International Mother Language Day) and পিঠা উৎসব (traditional cake/food festival). They also talked about how these celebrations have helped them to learn more about Bengali culture, as well as how they enrich the diversity of Australian multicultural society
clarified, elaborated on, and defended ideas and opinions
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, using appropriate repair strategies as needed
used appropriate vocabulary. Common words or phrases that students used in their conversation while talking about family and school include বিদ্যালয় (school), গণিত (mathematics), পদার্থবিদ্যা (physics), রসায়ন (chemistry), চিকিৎসক (physician), পরিবার (family) and আন্তরিকতা (cordiality/sincerity)
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]

Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with respect to relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
build confidence through practising interactions in the language assessed
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
revise grammar. Students should use the formal form of a verb instead of its incorrect/informal form. For example:
students should use আমি গান গাই (sing) instead of আমি গান করি
students should use গিয়েছি / গিয়েছিলাম (went) instead of গেছি
students should use করছি (doing) instead of করতাছি
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, alerting assessors to the image they brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, related to the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Examples of images include মঙ্গল শোভাযাত্রা (Pohela Boishakh Procession), শহীদ মিনার (Shaheed Minar) and বাংলাদেশি খাবার/পিঠা (collection of traditional Bengali foods)
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on, and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion 
used appropriate vocabulary. Students demonstrated excellent proficiency in using a range of vocabulary when discussing their subtopics. Examples of such words include সাংস্কৃতিক (cultural), সীমাবদ্ধতা (limitation), আত্মীয়স্বজন (relatives), সাংস্কৃতিক মেলবন্ধন (cultural integration/cultural blending/intercultural harmony), প্রজন্ম (generation) and অভিজ্ঞতা (experience)
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.


Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and interests
prepare for a discussion about a subtopic related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, and use the supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
demonstrate the capacity to elaborate and reflect on information, ideas and opinions by interacting authentically with assessors
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question
practise using repair strategies
revise grammar 
build a vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected 
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo 
Many students selected similar subtopics for their discussion. They are encouraged to draw on a wider range of subtopics prescribed in the study design to generate more original ideas and viewpoints. Selecting a subtopic that they are genuinely interested in will allow students to better demonstrate their language skills.
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