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Section 1 – Responding to texts
Question 1 – Listening in Bosnian and responding in English
This section assessed the students’ capacity to analyse general and specific relevant information, ideas, opinions, perspectives and/or aspects of texts to convey meaning.
Question 1a.
Educational advantages of Samir’s new school:
The school is offering dual education (students spend half of the week in a factory).
There is practical, on-the-job experience.
A job is offered after completion of the schooling or graduation.
A mentor is provided.
Many students included the first three points but omitted the point about the mentor.
Question 1b.
Financial benefits provided by the school:
paid work experience
attractive scholarship
heavily discounted accommodation for students.
Most students demonstrated an understanding of the question and the content of the listening text. Some students included correct points but in response to the wrong question. For example, 'paid work experience' was often included as an answer to Question 1a instead of Question 1b. 
It is important for students to remember that answers should come directly from the text, not from prior knowledge or assumptions. For example, a common mistake was writing that school fees were heavily reduced, instead of the correct 'heavily discounted accommodation for students'.


Question 2 – Listening and responding in Bosnian
This section assessed the students' capacity to analyse general and specific relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives to convey meaning.
Question 2a.
The girl’s initial reaction to cabbage:
odbojnost, stisnula bi nos i zatvorila oči (resentment, pinched her nose and closed her eyes)
osjećala je stid/sram (felt ashamed)
uspoređivala je ‘čudna’ jela negativno prema ‘normalnim’ jelima iz Australije, kao što su meat pie ili fairy bread (compared the ‘strange’ meals negatively to the ‘normal’ meals in Australia, such as meat pies and fairy bread)
izfrustrirana jer je mislila da se ne može uklopiti (frustrated, because she thought she was not fitting in).
Some students did not include the second and fourth points in their answer.
Question 2b.
How the girl’s attitude towards Bosnian food changed after she talked to the teacher:
Počela se osjećati zahvalnom (jer je njena mama unosila ljubav u pripremi njene užine svaki dan). (She began to feel grateful (because her mum put love into preparing lunch every day).)
Shvatila je da treba da prihvati svoju kulturu i dijeli je sa drugima a ne da prikriva. (She understood she should embrace and share her culture with others, not hide it.)
Prestala je da se osjeća neugodno zbog svoje užine. (She stopped feeling uncomfortable about her lunch.)
I meat pie i kupus (australijska i bosanska hrana) je podsjećaju na njeno nasljeđe i ono što je ona dana’s. (Both meat pies and kupus (Australian and Bosnian food) reminded her of her heritage and who she is today.)
The answers to both questions retained the descriptive style of the listening text and were consistent with the complex sentence structures used in Bosnian.
Students were competent in grasping, analysing, addressing and sorting all the details in the text. 
The language was highly appropriate and accurate in terms of gender agreement. 
Question 3 – Reading and listening in Bosnian, responding in English 
Student responses were assessed on their ability to:
analyse general and specific relevant information, ideas, opinions, perspectives and/or aspects of texts to convey meaning 
synthesise relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives from different texts.


Question 3a.
Monuments in Jajce and their historical significance:
the Mithras temple – the oldest national monument
the Jajce Fortress with the former king’s castle – a symbol of the city
Omerbeg’s house – residential architecture from the Ottoman period
the Museum of AVNOJ – establishment of the new Yugoslavia.
Some students did not include the last point (the Museum of AVNOJ).
Question 3b.
What surprised the presenter of the vlog in Text 3b about Jajce:
free ice cream or cake offered to pregnant women
message about not using a phone while in the restaurant
most shops not open on Sundays.
A common error in the first point was stating that ice cream or cake is offered to ‘visitors’ rather than to ‘pregnant women’.
Question 3c.
How Jajce appeals to a wide range of visitors:
	Relevant answers Text A
Reading text
	Relevant answers Text B
Listening text

	for nature lovers, seeing the waterfall, lakes, rivers
leisure and sporting activities for all ages – from walking and fishing to ziplining, from kids to adults
	visiting religious events and festivals from the Catholic, Orthodox and Islamic faiths
rich cuisine – a mix of traditional Bosnian food and international cuisine


Question 3d.
Strategies being used to promote Jajce to domestic and international visitors:
	Relevant answers Text A
Reading text
	Relevant answers Text B
Listening text

	school visits in Bosnia and Herzegovina to encourage tours
participation in international fairs (tourism expos) 
	online presence, virtual tours, interactive portal, blogs
offering information in different languages (Arabic, English, French, German)


This year students encountered a new format for Question 3. Overall, students achieved good results in this section and demonstrated the ability to synthesise relevant ideas and opinions from different texts. Some were challenged by this question and failed to find the appropriate answers.


Section 2 – Creating texts 
Question 4 – Reading and responding in Bosnian 
Students were assessed against the following criteria:
analyse relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives from the stimulus text(s)
respond to the question appropriately for the context, purpose and audience
use appropriate language structures and vocabulary accurately.
Students were asked to read a social media post and write an email to a Bosnian friend to persuade them to join them in volunteering at the Sarajevo Film Festival (SFF).
Text type: email
Writing style: persuasive
Audience: a friend
Relevant points:
excitement at the proposal
seeing famous people
disbelief at being in close proximity to famous people
giving guidance to people about Sarajevo
disappointment about the long working hours.
Most students demonstrated awareness of the audience, purpose, writing style and text type. They also demonstrated effective structuring and sequencing of information and ideas across the text, and used a range of appropriate language conventions, including vocabulary and grammatical structures.
A small number of students relied on the language in the stimulus text and did not manipulate language to convey the relevant points required for this task.
Questions 5 and 6 – Writing in Bosnian 
Students were assessed on how well they:
created a text appropriate for the context, purpose and audience
demonstrated depth of treatment of information, ideas, opinions or perspectives
sequenced information, ideas, opinions or perspectives cohesively
used a range of appropriate language structures and vocabulary
used vocabulary and language structures accurately. 
There was a fairly even distribution of question choices, with students selecting both questions equally.
Students adhered to the required audience, purpose, writing style and text type, and sequenced and structured information, ideas, opinions or perspectives effectively. 
They demonstrated knowledge and understanding of language conventions, including vocabulary and grammatical structures.


Question 5 
Students were asked to write an article for a youth magazine on the importance of the UNESCO recognition of sevdalinka, a traditional Bosnian song handed down through generations of Bosnian families, and how sevdalinka can be nurtured in multicultural Australia.
Text type: article
Writing style: descriptive
Audience: youth magazine
Relevant points:
description of sevdalinka
personal experience and connections
community – part of tradition, culture, event celebration
promoting concerts, online, in different language, international performances and festivals, multicultural performances, guest speakers (famous performers, experts).
Students described sevdalinka and its importance in Bosnian culture as it has been passed down from generation to generation. Students then wrote about their personal relationship to sevdalinka by choosing appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures. They described the importance of sevdalinka to themselves and the Bosnian people as it portrays love, pain, longing, respect and hard work.
Question 6 
Students were asked to write an imaginative story for an Australian student writing competition based on the supplied photograph of a kangaroo. The story was to start with: ‘I jump on my new motorbike to discover the magic of the Australian landscape.’ 
Text type: story
Writing style: imaginative
Audience: school writing competition panel
The story may have included the following:
excitement and sharing
friendship
how the bike will be used – urban environment, journey in the countryside / Australian wildlife 
future goals
use of the image 
potential danger and risk to driver
unexpected experiences
adventure.
Students depicted the enthusiasm and freedom of riding their own new motorbike until, suddenly, they met the kangaroo in the middle of the road in the outback. Then the story branched out. In some responses the kangaroo was talking, in others the kangaroo was not well disposed towards the intruder, who was invading its habitat. 
Students wrote some interesting stories based on the visual. They were able to keep the reader’s attention by carefully choosing nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs to produce the desired effect.
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