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2025 VCE Armenian oral external assessment report	
[bookmark: TemplateOverview]2025 VCE Armenian oral external assessment report
Refer to the Armenian study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, and aspects of Armenian language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective. Examples included school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth, such as aspirations to travel and volunteer as a teacher in Armenia rather than merely expressing an aspiration to travel
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity. High-scoring responses included detail and explanations about the student’s particular preferences
responded confidently and advanced the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed, such as Կը ներէք սխալ հասկցայ հարցումը կրնա՞ք կրկնել: (Forgive me, I misunderstood. Could you repeat the question?) or Վստահ չեմ թէ ինչպէս պատասխանեմ, հաճիք կրնա՞ք նորէն հարցնել: (I am not sure how to answer. Could you please repeat the question?) 
used an appropriate range of vocabulary. Subjects included driving lessons, pets, part-time employment, sport, scouts, dance and related activities
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. Students spoke clearly with appropriate pronunciation, audible utterances, crisp consonants and intonation and stress.  
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]

Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
rehearse talking points with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions
practise answering a range of questions that advance the conversation, such as
Ո՞ր երկրէ եկած են հայրդ եւ մայրդ: Ո՞ւր ծնած են հայրդ եւ մայրդ: Բնիկ որ տեղացի՞ են մայրդ եւ հայրդ: (Which country have your parents come from? Where was your father born? Which part of Armenia are your forefathers from?)
build confidence by practising interactions in Armenian
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax. For example, Մենք աւելի կը յաջողինք եթէ ամէնօրեայ հայկական դպրոցի ծրագիրը ունենանք իբր մեր համայնքի հեռանկարը: (We would have greater success if a regular full-time school is a long-term vision of our community.) shows complex vocabulary that connects ideas such as current and future strategies
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. An example is
Կը ներէք սխալ հասկցայ հարցումը, եթէ արտօնէք աւելի ճիշտ պիտի ըլլայ եթէ նորէն սկսիմ: (My apologies, I misunderstood the question. If you permit, I can start my answer again.)
revise grammar. For example, Մօրս գործը շատ ծանր է եւ երբ զինք յոգնած տեսնեմ կը նեղուիմ: (My mother's work is very heavy and when I see her exhausted it saddens me.) instead of Մայրիս գործը շատ ծանր է եւ երբ ինքը յոգնած տեսնեմ կը նեղուիմ: (My mother's work is very heavy and when I see her tired I am saddened.)
build vocabulary specific to their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Examples include: Որոնել (to search online), ներբեռնել (download), վերբեռնել (upload), համակարգիչ (computer), արհեստական բանականութիւն (artificial intelligence), հեռանկար (vision), առցանց (online), կայք (website), բջիջ (mobile phone) and ընկերային ցանց (social media)  
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo. Students are encouraged to think and speak in sentences using appropriate stress and tempo. 
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly and confidently introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, using an image they had brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics related to the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability. These included the monastery of Khor Virap in Armenia and the locations of voluntary work, such as Armenian school, church and community centres in Melbourne
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. Students had no difficulty presenting the details of their selected subtopic
used the image to support the discussion of the subtopic, such as identifying Mount Ararat behind the Church of St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Mother of God). The visual material was used by students to focus on information, opinions and ideas related to their subtopic. For the concept of volunteering, students could describe the Armenian school as well as the church and hall where they carried out their tasks as volunteers, such as in the kitchen, as hosts during events, and as supervisors of younger community members
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. Students were comfortable with their learned content but were challenged when unexpected questions were asked, such as the impact on Armenia of accepting Christianity as a state religion
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion 
used appropriate vocabulary and appropriate grammar and sentence structures. For example,
[bookmark: _Hlk213148420]Ճամբուն ընթացքին ան զոհաբերութիւն կը կատարէ Անահիտ հեթանոս աստուածուհիի մեհեանին մէջ, սակայն զինակից Գրիգորը՝ քրիստոնեայ ըլլալով, կը մերժէ մասնակցիլ այդ արարողութեան (During the journey he offers a sacrifice at the temple to the pagan goddess Anahid, however his brother-in-arms Krikor, being a Christian, refuses to participate in the ceremony) uses the correct vocabulary հեթանոս (heathen), մեհեան (pagan altar), զինակից (brother-in-arms) and արարողութիւն (ceremony)
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic that suits their ability and interests
prepare for a discussion about a subtopic related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, and use the supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
demonstrate the capacity to elaborate and reflect on information, ideas and opinions by interacting authentically with assessors
use the image to support discussion of the subtopic. Students are encouraged to refer to the image as a prompt for the conversation 
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question
practise using repair strategies. For example, Կը ներէք սխալեցայ: Եթէ արտօնէք կրնամ նորէն բացատրել: (Please allow me to answer again.)
revise grammar
build vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected. Examples include հեթանոս կրօնքներ եւ չաստուածներ (pagan religions and gods), զրադաշտութիւն (Zoroastrianism), տեսիլք (vision), մեհեան (temple), Հայոց Հայրապետ (Armenian Patriarch), Կամաւոր գրուիլ (register to volunteer), անվճար (unpaid), արտակարգ պայմաններ (extraordinary situations), կայուն (stable) and անկայուն (unstable) 
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo.
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