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Refer to the relevant VCE Serbian Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and aspects of Serbian language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective; for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. Students provided excellent information about their participation in community events – such as Serbian folk-dancing festivals, and multicultural festivals and events – and explained how these enriched their Serbian identity in Australia
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. The following is an example of a high-scoring response: Као породица ми волимо да заједно радимо неке активности, идемо у шетње, на концерте, слушамо нашу музику, излазимо на вечере, спремамо нашу традиционалну храну. То ми даје прилику да још више осетим своју културу и научим о њој. Исто тако, то ми је много помогло док сам се спремала за испит (As a family we enjoy doing things together, going for a walk, attending concerts, listening to the music in Serbian, going out for dinner, cooking our traditional food. This gives me an opportunity to immerse myself in the culture and learn more about it. These activities helped me in preparation for the exam)
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions. High-scoring responses were achieved when students demonstrated their ability to share their views on the topic, answered questions and provided additional information and relevant details without being prompted. For example, many students spoke about food, people and lifestyles in Australia, and compared them with those in Serbian-speaking countries and other places they had visited 


demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity. The following is an example of a high-scoring response: Учим српски зато што ми је важно да могу да комуницирам са породицом, рођацима а посебно са дедом и баком који не причају енглески. Волим да проводим време са њима, идем на пецање са дедом а посебно обожавам српску храну коју моја бака спрема. То је најбоља и најукуснија храна и волим да гледам док је бака спрема и објашњава ми како се спрема, тако да и ја могу да је спремам. Ми волимо да се окупљамо за ручак заједно, приликом значајних догађаја као што су Слава, Васкрс, Божић па бих волела да могу да помогнем у припремама хране као њене (I study Serbian because it is important for me to be able to communicate with my family members who are overseas, cousins and relatives, and especially my grandparents who don’t speak English. I love spending time with them, going fishing with my grandfather and especially eating Serbian food that my grandma prepares. That’s the best and tastiest food and I like watching her preparing it and explaining to me the recipe so I can learn to prepare dishes like her. We like to get together for special occasions like St Patron’s Day, Easter, Christmas, and eat together, so I can also help my family to continue our traditions)
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, using appropriate repair strategies as needed.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation to the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. Students were aware of the topics relevant to the general conversation section of the oral examination; however, it is important that they express and discuss their own views and opinions with the assessors, in accordance with their language abilities, rather than merely relaying information. Students will then be able to demonstrate their ability to use sophisticated vocabulary and grammatical structures
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. Students should be prepared for a variety of questions, which might be worded in unexpected ways. For example, students could be asked какви су ти снови за будућност (What are your future dreams?) or који су разлози допринели да … (Which reasons contributed to …?) 
build confidence through practising interactions in Serbian. It is highly recommended that students increase their exposure to different speakers of Serbian, by watching movies in Serbian and listening to radio broadcasts, such as SBS radio. Practising oral examinations is also recommended
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax. High-scoring responses employed a range of grammatical structures, including relative and other subclauses, passive voice and the subjunctive. Students should practise using different verb tenses, and be able to move from past tense or present tense to future tense and conditional tense. The following is an example of a high-scoring response: Када завршим матуру, волела бих да се упиишем на факултет. Уколико добијем добар резултат уписаћу се на факултет. Волео бих да студирам ... (When I finish high school, I would like to enrol into a course at university. If I get a good score I will enrol at university. I would like to study …)
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. For example, students could try to rephrase or self-correct if they have made an error, to allow the conversation to move forward. For example: Шта сам хтео/-ла да кажем је да ... (What I meant was ...); Нисам сигуран/-на да сам добро разумео/-ла Ваше питање, мислите ли ... (I am not sure if I understood you well, did you mean …)


revise grammar. Several students made clear grammatical mistakes, particularly with respect to verb conjugations and prepositions. Students should:
practise using the correct forms of verbs and verb tenses, which are sometimes dictated by context. For example, when using verbs: ићи или отићи или путовати (to go or to travel), students tended to use отићи, which is incorrect. The better options would be either путовати (to travel) or ићи (to go); for example: Моја породица и ја смо прошле године отишли у Србију. (My family and I had gone to Serbia last year.) The better option in this instance would be Моја породица и ја смо путовали у Србију прошле године (My family and I travelled to Serbia last year) or Моја породица и ја смо ишли у Србију прошле године (My family and I went to Serbia last year)
practise using the correct gender/number of nouns and adjectives. For example, using један (‘one’ – masculine form) instead of једна (‘one’ – feminine form) in Ја имам један мачка (I have one cat) instead of Ја имам једну мачку 
avoid using English syntax. For example, using радим (I do) instead of учим (I study) in Ове године ја радим пет предмета у школи (This year I am doing five subjects at school)
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Students need to know the correct word for the subjects they are studying, such as психологија (psychology) rather than сајкологија, or for the occupation they wish to pursue in the future, such as зубар (dentist) or инжењер (engineer), instead of using English words
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo. Some students struggled with pronunciation and intonation, which affected their overall communication. It is important to practise the correct stress on syllables, particularly with longer words, and to vary intonation to sound more natural. Maintaining an appropriate tempo will also help the listener follow the conversation more easily.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, alerting assessors to the image they brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, which is related to the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability. Students familiarised themselves with the structure and conventions of the examination. Most students effectively introduced the subtopic and brought an image to support their discussion
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. Students used a variety of interesting resources, such as interviews, movies or articles, which enabled them to form their own opinions on the subtopic. Many students were able to clarify, elaborate on and defend their opinions and ideas, providing relevant responses with complex information. For example, the subtopic about Zlatibor, its significance for tourism, the ecosystem, its legends and history, included a range of resources that allowed for a broader discussion, as well as the ability for students to provide their own opinions and views
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. The images students chose had enough detail to enable them to make interesting observations. Students were able to link the images effectively with the subtopic, which enriched the discussion


engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. Some students demonstrated strong engagement in their discussions, using a variety of relevant ideas and opinions. They were able to highlight the importance of cultural traditions by discussing cultural festivals in Serbian-speaking regions (Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia), as well as in Australia, providing examples from both the image and their own knowledge to support their viewpoints
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion. Students’ subtopic selections often reflected a genuine passion and interest. During the discussion, students brought enthusiasm and vibrancy, which enhanced the authenticity and relatability of their responses
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures. Many students demonstrated a strong understanding of grammar, using correct verb tenses and sentence structures to switch smoothly between past and present tenses.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and interests. Some students struggled to select subtopics that aligned with their interests and language proficiency, leading to difficulties in discussing the subtopic in depth. Students should choose subtopics that match their ability and avoid choosing complex subtopics that require a broader vocabulary and more complex grammar 
prepare for a discussion about a subtopic related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, and use the supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth. Some students did not refer to other sources they had studied, which weakened their arguments. Students should incorporate references to specific sources to support their points. This would demonstrate deeper knowledge and enhance the credibility of their responses
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research. Some students listed facts without adding personal insights or opinions, which made their responses feel rehearsed rather than engaging. Students should instead focus on explaining how the facts support their point of view, and incorporate critical thinking and personal opinions 
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Students should ensure that the images they choose are relevant to the subtopic. The images should contain enough details to support the discussion and enrich the oral presentation
avoid relying on pre-learned responses. Some students recited pre-learned responses that did not address the question or that deviated from the subtopic. Students should instead focus on listening to and responding directly to the assessors’ questions, engaging with the assessors and speaking naturally about their own ideas and points of view
practise using repair strategies. Some students struggled to recover from mistakes or misunderstandings during the examination, resulting in awkward pauses or incomplete answers. Students should practise using repair strategies, such as asking for clarification or rephrasing their answers if they make a mistake. This will help them maintain the flow of discussion and appear more confident. They might say Шта сам хтео/хтела да кажем ... (What I mean is …), or Да ли можете појаснити Ваше питање? (Could you please clarify what you meant by your question?)
build a vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected. Some students used general vocabulary that did not fully reflect the specific subtopics they chose, which limited the depth of their discussion. Students should aim to build vocabulary that is specific to their chosen subtopic, allowing them to express more specific ideas.
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