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This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.
Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual information.
Section 1
Part A – Listening and responding in English
Students were required to listen to a monologue and answer three questions in English. Most students did well in questions 1a and 1c; however, some students did not interpret the key words in Question 1b properly by matching the activities with each individual family member’s interest. Students are advised to answer the questions with details when asked to explain the factors or reasons.
Question 1a.
to respond to other students’ curiosity regarding the speaker’s weekend activities
to share his weekend activity at his peers’ request
to recommend/suggest/persuade students to try hiking/walking outdoors
to invite other students to join him to walk/hike near the coast/beach (next Sunday)
Question 1b.
The speaker’s mum drew the views (she saw on the way) as she loves to sketch/draw/paint. 
The speaker’s younger sister curiously observed the Australian animals and plants that she doesn’t often get to see and constantly asked what their names were.
The speaker brought a notebook/laptop to write down new ideas / notes for his next novel/book.
Question 1c.
choosing to hike in the mountain areas where there is no mobile signal, so they can chat / catch up (about things that happened recently)
picking a quiet path because the speaker’s dad dislikes noise/crowds
avoiding the physically challenging route because the younger sister is not physically strong 
choosing a location close by, so they can return home before sunset when temperature drops
Part B – Listening and responding in Chinese
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Chinese. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Chinese were awarded full marks. 
Students demonstrated a good understanding of Chinese vocabulary and grammar. They generally performed well in this part, especially in Question 2b; however, some students did not read the wording of questions 2a and 2c carefully and put some answers in the wrong place. 
Question 2a.
冰雪节又好玩又长/涨知识。Ice and Snow Festival is both fun and educational.
不同的主题和设计让人们有不同的体验。The different themes and designs of each year give people different experiences.
人们也可以领略/看到/欣赏冰雕师傅的高超技艺。People can also witness the high skills of the ice sculpture masters.
Question 2b.
他们要在零下三十多度的严寒下工作。Ice sculptors must be able to work in the severe cold weather of minus 30 degrees or more!
他们在雕刻时要认真仔细,不出错。When carving, they must be careful and cautious / avoid any mistakes.
他们要经过很长时间/十多年边看边学的培训和磨练才能独立雕刻。They have to train and practise for a long time / observe and learn for more than 10 years before they can work independently.
Question 2c.
冰雪节可以带动旅游。/今年开放一个月就有一百多万中外游客参观了冰雪节。It promotes tourism. / This year more than one million tourists visited it in just one month after it opened.
它还有助于培养人才。/它为我国培养了很多世界级的冰雕艺术家。It cultivates talents in sculpture. / The Ice and Snow Festival has cultivated many world-class ice sculpture artists/masters for China.
它促进国家之间的学习和交流。/它引起了其他国家的关注和喜爱，都主动要求来和当地的冰雕师学习和交流。It promotes learning and communication between countries. / It has attracted the attention and love of many countries. They have taken the initiative to come to learn and communicate with the local ice sculptors. 
它促进冰雕这门传统文化艺术的传承。It is vital for the preservation of the traditional art of ice sculpture.


Section 2
Part A – Reading, listening and responding in English
In Part A, students responded to one reading and one listening text on the topic of a modern library. They needed to demonstrate the capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts. Most students did well in questions 3a, 3b and 3d; however, some students provided more than four key points despite the question clearly stating ‘four features’ in part 3c. Question 3e proved to be challenging for some students as they needed to analyse and summarise both texts.
Students are reminded to read the key words of each question carefully and answer in clear English. Students should be mindful of the time allocation to this section and leave plenty of time to complete the rest of the paper. It is also vital that they do enough practice before the written exam.
Question 3a.
Famous people/celebrities from the design industry will talk about the unique design of the new library.
Reporters/journalists will conduct interviews and promotion for the library. 
Question 3b.
It is built at the centre of three high-density residential areas, so it is easily accessible to local residents. 
Walking through the ecological square, one can reach the underground train station in minutes.
Beneath the square, there is an underground car park for visitors coming from afar.
Question 3c.
The circular-shaped roof of the library and the square lobby complement/echo each other. 
The water-like floor/ground created with lines evokes a sense of movement and stillness.
The reading area is open, with plenty of natural light coming through the skylights and reflectors.
The e-book/reading room combines sound and light/shadow effects. 
Question 3d.
Libraries provide rich academic/learning resources or educational material.
Libraries offer a quiet place/space for those who don’t have a study space at home.
They can raise the knowledge/academic level of the whole nation/country. 
Their collaboration spaces can provide valuable platforms for teamwork.
Libraries are open to everyone for free, which promotes fairness in society.
Question 3e.
It should provide people with new and diverse experiences (Text 3B).
‘Yueshi’ hosts various activities as part of its celebrity meet-and-greet events such as collaborating with a celebrity (Text 3A).
A rest area is essential (Text 3B).
The calming effect of the greenery in the rooftop / balcony garden makes it a good space for relaxation and peace of mind (Text 3A).


The library uses smart technology (Text 3B).
People can borrow books using facial recognition / face scan (Text 3A). 
Part B – Reading and responding in Chinese
Students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text/texts and to address the requirements of the task by conveying the relevant information from the text/texts that was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type. 
Student responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important expected quality that was considered in the assessment. 
It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit, which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.
Students generally did well in this part, demonstrating good understanding of the personal writing style. Most students conveyed the key information clearly, with a strong personal connection; however, some responses did not reflect personal emotion or feelings, as is required for a personal piece of writing. A small number of students added extra information according to their own experiences, which is not recommended.
Question 4
Text type: journal entry
Kind of writing: personal
Audience: yourself
Suggested points students may include in their response:
开放自由的形式, 夜市的绵绵药香和欢声笑语。an open and free format, with the lingering aroma of medicine and the sound of laughter
他们可以轻松自在地和医生交流。easy communication with doctors
练起了太极, 晚上去那里做个头疗。practising Tai Chi and getting traditional Chinese-style head therapy at night
年轻人夜生活的选择。a choice for young people's night-life
喝一杯中药奶茶或者选几件中医文创产品。drinking a cup of Chinese herbal milk tea or choosing a few Chinese medicine cultural and creative products
智能中医的应用。the application of smart Chinese medicine
幸福马上就具象化了/在快乐中学习养生。the immediate embodiment of happiness / learning to maintain health in happiness
给他们带来了文化自豪感。a sense of cultural pride.
The following is a sample of a high-scoring response:
二零二五年十二月一号，星期五								晴
今晚我去了一家中医夜市。这个新体验非常特别。 
一走进夜市，我就发现处处交织着绵绵药香和欢声笑语。人们在那里边吃边玩 。看病的人看起来也不紧张，而是与医生轻松自在地交流着。开放自由的气氛让我感到放松。 
我先去体验了传统中医。头疗太神奇了。按完后我整个人神清气爽。我还学了一套太极。一招一式中我觉得压力一扫而空了。怪不得都说中医讲究未病先防，一番体验下来，我发现中医真的可以养生呢。但是我还是有点怀疑，年轻人会喜欢这里吗？ 
当我进入现代中医区时，就惊喜地发现这里居然成了很多年轻人夜生活的选择。 我也挑选了中医文创产品，体验了智能中医，又品尝了中药奶茶，幸福马上就具象化了，真为我们的中医文化感到自豪。 
第一次来中医夜市就让我彻底改变了对中医的刻板印象。这真是一次难忘的体验。
December 1, 2025, Friday									Sunny
Tonight I went to a traditional Chinese medicine night market. It was a very special new experience.
As soon as I entered the night market, I was greeted by the lingering aroma of herbs and the sounds of laughter. People were eating and playing. Those seeking treatment didn't seem nervous at all but rather interacted with the doctors in a relaxed and comfortable manner. The open and free atmosphere made me feel relaxed.
I first tried traditional Chinese medicine. The head massage was amazing! After the massage, I felt completely refreshed. I also learned a set of Tai Chi. With each movement, I felt all my stress disappear. No wonder they say traditional Chinese medicine specialises in prevention; after this experience, I found that traditional Chinese medicine can really promote health. But I still have some doubts: will young people like this place?
When I entered the modern TCM area, I was pleasantly surprised to find that it had become a popular night-life destination for many young people. I also picked out some TCM-themed cultural and creative products, experienced smart TCM technology and tasted herbal milk tea. Happiness immediately became tangible, and I felt truly proud of our TCM culture.
My first visit to the Chinese Medicine Night Market completely changed my preconceived notions about traditional Chinese medicine. It was truly an unforgettable experience.
Section 3 – Writing in Chinese
For this section, students were given a choice of four questions, each requiring a different text type and a different style of writing: an imaginative magazine story, a persuasive email, an evaluative blog post or an informative speech. The assessment criteria focused on the capacity to demonstrate an original interpretation of the task, as well as the effective structuring and sequencing of ideas and information appropriate to the context, purpose and audience specified in the task. Students were required to focus on the relevance, breadth and depth of content, as well as the accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar. 
These were the characteristics of a high-scoring response:
showing a clear understanding of the tasks, especially the key words in the task description
presenting an excellent range of information or ideas 
showing a well-structured and highly logical link between paragraphs and sentences
presenting a sound understanding of Chinese grammar and great range of vocabulary.
In general, students demonstrated a good understanding of the structures of persuasive and evaluative writing; however, they needed to pay more attention to the key words of each task and address them accordingly. Responses that did not score well seemed to have a lack of understanding of the tasks or the writing style and sometimes included irrelevant content. Some responses demonstrated difficulties with language accuracy that impacted the overall result in this section. Students are encouraged to pay attention to the key words of the tasks carefully during reading time.
Question 5
Text type: story
Kind of writing: imaginative
Audience: readers of the magazine
Possible points students could have included:
reference to unique aspects of the daycare centre (imaginative element)
details of the challenging day
references to pet/s and staff involved in the day.
Question 6
Text type: email
Kind of writing: persuasive
Audience: the director of the gallery
Possible points students could have included:
beautiful artistic/cultural details of the painting
motivating more emerging artists to continue working in this field
promoting fairness among artists
value for money (for the gallery).
Question 7
Text type: blog post
Kind of writing: evaluative
Audience: fellow students, teachers and parents
Possible points students could have included: 
advantages: 
cultivating independent life skills
promoting multiple learning experiences
helping parents with chores 
becoming more employable / creating more pathways for the future
disadvantages: 
creating challenges for teachers 
affecting time spent on mainstream studies 
requiring too much investment from the school
posing potential safety issues.


Question 8
Text type: speech
Kind of writing: informative
Audience: the residents of a nursing home
Possible points students could have included:
the basic features/characteristics of this app
specific features relevant to older people 
how to use the app
cost of the app.
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