[image: Document header showing logos for Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and the Victorian State Government.]
2025 VCE Dutch written external assessment report	
2025 VCE Dutch written external assessment report
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1 – Responding to texts
Question 1 – Listening in Dutch and responding in English
Question 1a.
Importance of passing on your culture: 
It helps you develop a real sense of identity. 
It gives you a sense of where you come from. 
It gives more of a sense of connection/belonging.
Question 1b.
Ways to pass on your culture mentioned in the conversation:
learning about family recipes
telling/hearing stories (about the past / from Grandpa’s youth)
going to a Dutch festival
maintaining traditions, which help us learn more about cultures
Question 2 – Listening and responding in Dutch
[bookmark: _Hlk189826267]Question 2a.
Reasons for the increase in the number of athletes in the Paralympic Games:
Atleten met veel verschillende handicaps kunnen nu meedoen aan de Paralympische Spelen. / De Paralympische Spelen zijn nu toegankelijk voor een meer diverse groep atleten. (Athletes with many different disabilities are now able to compete in the Paralympic Games. / The Paralympic Games are now accessible to a wider range of athletes.)
Het aantal sporten is nu uitgebreid. (The number of sports has increased.)
[bookmark: _Hlk189826464]Question 2b.
[bookmark: _Hlk189826480]Ways in which Paralympic sports are modified to be inclusive for people with different kinds of disabilities:
Er wordt een classificatiesysteem gebruikt. (A classification system is used.)
Apparatuur wordt soms aangepast. (Equipment is sometimes modified.)
Regels worden soms gewijzigd. (Rules are sometimes altered.)
In sommige gevallen mogen atleten begeleiders gebruiken. (In some instances, athletes are allowed to use guides.)
[bookmark: _Hlk191912315][bookmark: _Hlk189826539]Question 2c.
Two ways in which the Paralympic Games promote inclusivity in society:
De Paralympische Spelen zorgen voor wereldwijde erkenning en waardering voor de sportprestaties van mensen met een handicap. (The Paralympic Games promote worldwide acknowledgement and appreciation for the sports achievements of people with a disability.)
De steden die de Spelen verzorgen passen hun voorzieningen aan om ze toegankelijk te maken voor iedereen, wat een blijvende impact heeft op de toegankelijkheid in deze steden. (The cities that host the Games modify their facilities to make them accessible for everyone, which has a permanent impact on the accessibility of these cities.)
Question 3 – Reading and listening in Dutch, responding in English
Text 3A
Question 3a. 
[bookmark: _Hlk189830179]Three innovative designs that Piet Blom is known for:
the Cube houses / het Blaakse bos
the Blaak Tower / Blaaktoren / the pencil
the Spanish Quay / a concrete high-rise.
[bookmark: _Hlk189830221]Question 3b.
Two principles that guided Piet Blom’s redevelopment of the old harbour:
He wanted it to look as if it was designed by multiple architects.
Blom was convinced that buildings did not need to look like housing/houses to function as housing/houses.


Text 3B
[bookmark: _Hlk189830284]Question 3c.
Features of the listed innovations: 
De Smog Free tower – removes smog particles from the air
Het DakPark – (vegetable) gardens and sheep on the roof
De Sponstuin – tests new concepts for reusing rainwater
Centraal Station – (10,000 m2 of) solar panels on the new roof.
[bookmark: _Hlk189830365][bookmark: _Hlk191912495]Texts 3A and 3B
Question 3d.
Six factors that have contributed to Rotterdam’s urban design:
	Relevant answers Text A
	Relevant answers Text B 

	The bombing in 1940 destroyed much of the prewar city.
The open space left by the bombing provided plenty of room for new development.
Rotterdam became a breeding ground for architects with new ideas.
Architects wanted to distance themselves from the prewar architectural style.
	The local government is willing to support innovation.
New building projects need to accommodate the consequences of climate change.
There is a drive for new developments to be more sustainable.


Many students included irrelevant points. Students are encouraged to read the question carefully and select relevant points only.
Section 2 – Creating texts 
Question 4 – Reading and responding in Dutch
Relevant points for the script of the speech: 
youth enjoy being in nature
protecting sea turtles is a good cause
helps to ensure safe breeding places
good physical challenge
a variety of activities available
time during the day to socialise, meet new people 
day and night shifts
inclement weather 
mosquitoes 
there is a cost involved for accommodation
(optional: volunteering as a practical application of social responsibility).
To receive full marks, students needed to include at least one point based on the image and needed to include at least one ‘challenge’.
Most students engaged well with this task. Students are reminded to use information from the text and image in their response. Stronger responses contextualised the points into an effective script for a speech without incorporating irrelevant information.
Questions 5 and 6 – Writing in Dutch
Question 5
This was a popular question. Students are reminded to read the question carefully to ensure they address all parts of the task.
Responses to this question varied considerably.
High-scoring responses demonstrated: 
the main characteristics of the required text type (email), such as To:, From: and Subject: fields
an informal style and spoken language forms 
a friendly and personal writing style (in the first person with reference to the writer’s relationship with their cousin)
the suggestion of several places that the writer proposed to visit
elaboration by the writer about why they chose the places and why they would be good places to visit, in an interesting and engaging way
individualised answers; for example, incorporating the cousin’s interests into their reasons for choosing a place to visit
a discussion of ‘expectations’ such as getting to know each other better, meeting other travellers, coping with unexpected events or mishaps, and experiencing the true Australia.
Lower-scoring responses were generally characterised by:
a lack of depth in the discussion of the places chosen, with little or no elaboration on why the writer wished to visit them
repetition of only one or two points 
a limited ability to organise ideas coherently
a limited vocabulary and limited use of different sentence structures, which impacted on the writer’s ability to address the requirements of the task
little or no attention to the second part of the question, about expectations for the trip.
Question 6
Responses needed to demonstrate the main characteristics of the required text type, with a formal writing style, and using a report structure including introduction, body and conclusion.
Responses may have included several points demonstrating success, such as:
number of students that took part
size of area cleaned up
amount of rubbish collected
longer-term successes (e.g. bonding of the group, improving the school’s reputation)
(optional) an anecdote about something strange found or something funny that happened.


The question required at least one point addressing the importance of looking after the natural environment, such as:
benefits to human health and wellbeing (e.g. clean air, water, physical and mental health benefits, filtering pollution)
economic benefits (e.g. agriculture, tourism)
ecological benefits (e.g. biodiversity, mitigating against climate change and/or natural disasters, future sustainability).
Stronger responses would demonstrate depth and breadth, explaining how their points demonstrated success, and linking these to the importance of caring for the environment.
No students chose this question.
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