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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual information.
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1
Part A – Listening and responding in English
This section of the examination assessed students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts.
Question 1
Question 1a. 
Frankfurt Airport
16 January
Question 1b. 
planes cannot take off or land (due to safety concerns)
due to current weather conditions
dense fog
predicted strong winds
Question 1c.
Passengers travelling within Germany are allowed to use their ticket to travel on trains.
Passengers travelling internationally stay for free at the airport hotel or hotels near the airport.
Passengers wanting to wait at the airport will receive a restaurant voucher. 
Passengers can receive a refund if they cancel their ticket.


Part B – Listening and responding in German
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in German. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in German were awarded full marks. 
Question 2
Question 2a. 
Es gibt Musik- und Theateraufführungen. (There are music and theatre performances.)
Es wird eine Spargelkönigin gekrönt. (An asparagus queen is crowned.)
Es gibt einen beliebten Umzug. (There is a popular parade.) 
Es kostet nichts. (Entry is free.)
Question 2b.
Es erinnert sie an die leckere Spargelrezepte der Großmutter. (Reminds her of her grandmother’s yummy asparagus recipes.)
Die Spargelzeit bedeutet Frühlingszeit. (Asparagus time means springtime.) 
Eine war eine Familientradition, den Spargel direkt vom Bauern zu kaufen. (One was a family tradition of buying asparagus directly from the farmer.)
Question 2c. 
Es ist umweltfreundlicher. (It is more environmentally friendly.)
Man soll Spargel am gleichen Tag frisch essen. (One should eat asparagus fresh on the same day.)
Sie findet es wichtig, die lokalen Bauern finanziell zu unterstützen. (She finds it important to financially support the local farmers.)
Section 2
Part A – Reading, listening and responding in English
Question 3
Question 3a.
1954: Economic miracle / rebuilding of Germany
1990: Reunification


Question 3b.
The World Cup allowed Germany to present a friendly new image.
Germans discovered a new national pride.
It created a new community spirit / feeling of solidarity. 
One could see the German flags everywhere without feelings of shame.
Question 3c.
The program promotes the participation of people with a migrant background in sport. 
It helps migrants find their place in German society. 
Question 3d.
The club/fans drive players to training/games.
The club provides free membership.
The club provides players with jerseys and boots / soccer gear.
Question 3e.
Soccer helps immigrants to overcome social isolation (it helps them to meet Germans).
Soccer allows people to celebrate a multicultural background/heritage (by displaying a German flag together with a flag from their home country).
There are many initiatives to promote the integration of migrants.
There are many German national soccer players with migrant backgrounds (e.g. Miroslav Klose, Antonio Rüdiger and Nicole Anyomi).
Question 3f.
Girls and women were not allowed to play soccer from 1955 until 1970. / In 1955, female football was forbidden.
The popularity of women’s football in Germany is growing.
In Germany, women’s football is much more widespread than in many other countries.
Many female national football players are role models for young girls.
The club is looking for more female coaches as role models.
Part B – Reading and responding in German
In Part B of Section 2, students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text(s) and to address the requirements of the task by conveying the relevant information from the text(s) that was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type. 
The reading text included a visual stimulus. High-scoring responses were able to successfully incorporate information from the visual stimulus. 
Student responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important expected quality that was considered in the assessment. 
It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit, which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.
Question 4
Text type: diary entry
Type of writing: evaluative
Audience: self
The journal entry needed to use an informal, personal and emotive tone and to include the features of a diary entry: a date, an opening statement and a closing to the diary entry. In their response to the stimulus text and image, students needed to express their thoughts and feelings evaluating their first month at their new workplace, describe their overall experience, and reflect on whether they wanted to continue working there, highlighting where any expectations provided in the job advertisement were not met. Students had to write about their experience with the office space, working conditions, daily tasks and colleagues, and refer to their own profile and qualification. 
High-scoring responses included: 
a reference to the image of the office space, such as: 
Mein Büro hat kein Fenster mit Blick auf den Fluss. (My office does not have a window with a view of the river.)
one or two aspects of their working conditions, such as: 
Es gibt keine flexiblen Home-Office-Möglichkeiten. (There are no flexible work-from-home options.)
Ich wurde nicht bezahlt, als ich krank war. (I wasn’t paid when I was sick.)
Ich musste mehr als 15–20 Stunden arbeiten, quasi Vollzeit mit Teilzeitbezahlung. (I had to work almost full-time hours for a part-time wage.)
one or two descriptions of their daily tasks and a reference to their passion or qualification, such as:
Alles ist altmodisch – keine Spitzentechnologie. (Everything is old-fashioned – no cutting-edge technology.)
Ich kann meine Kreativität nicht einsetzen, ich muss nur Fragen von Kunden bearbeiten. (I can’t use my creativity but simply have to answer customer questions.)
Meine Leidenschaft für digitale Medien und meine Erfahrung in Sozialen Medien waren nicht erforderlich. (My passion for digital media and my experience in social media were not required.)
one piece of information about colleagues, such as: 
Viele Kollegen sind sehr alt. (Lots of colleagues are very old.) 
Die Büroatmosphäre ist stressig. (The atmosphere in the office is stressful.)
Obwohl meine Kollegen hilfreich und freundlich sind, haben die meisten von ihnen bald das Rentenalter erreicht. (Although my colleagues are helpful and friendly, most of them are approaching retirement age.).
The vast majority of students correctly included a reference to the image in their journal entry. Students needed to adhere to the required writing style and text type so that their journal entry did not sound like a letter or article using informative writing. Students should avoid providing extended responses for some parts of the stimulus text only and should instead address all required points listed in the task description equally. Mistakes in basic German syntax and the omission of emotive language impacted the overall mark. 


Section 3 – Writing in German
Questions 5–8
Students were asked to attempt one of four questions.
Question 5
This question required students to write the script for a speech to persuade the audience that it is possible to have a balanced lifestyle and be both busy and fulfilled.
Text type: speech
Type of writing: persuasive
Audience: youth / young adults
Expected features and skills included:
adhering to the main characteristics of a script for a speech – title, structure, content, register, layout
using the correct style of writing, to convince the audience of the benefits of leading a balanced lifestyle using persuasive techniques 
demonstrating a good grasp of vocabulary and grammar.
High-scoring responses included:
a clear introduction with a personal greeting to the audience
a description of a balanced lifestyle 
a connection between being busy and fulfilled as part of a balanced life, using examples to support arguments to persuade the audience
a reference to the student’s personal experience of how a balanced lifestyle has improved their personal life or the life of friends / family members
a closing statement.
General strengths of student responses included:
incorporating opening and closing salutations
providing reflections and examples
demonstrating a good grasp of persuasive writing techniques and language.
Areas for improvement included:
providing a balanced perspective with a range of examples to equally address the ideas of being busy and being fulfilled
consistently using the same pronouns throughout the speech when addressing the audience.


Question 6
This question required students to write a blog post on how social media has changed the world of advertising.
Text type: blog post
Type of writing: informative
Audience: readers of all ages
Expected features and skills included:
adhering to the main characteristics of a blog – headings/subheadings, date, structure, register, layout
using the correct style of writing, to convey information to the reader using facts and examples
demonstrating a good grasp of vocabulary and grammar.
High-scoring responses:
addressed the audience in an informal tone
provided a description of the new ways in which products and services/events are advertised via social media
described how advertising has changed from its traditional modes of communication (e.g. newspaper, posters, TV ads)
described the impact of social media on advertising (e.g. faster distribution of advertising, greater impact of celebrities and influencers)
described their role as a famous German influencer (e.g. the responsibility influencers have).
General strengths of student responses included:
writing an introductory segment to explain the purpose of the new blog post
providing a range of examples of advertising new products.
Areas for improvement included:
practising blog writing by displaying features of a blog
using the correct tone to engage with the blog community
consistently using the same register
referring to the ways products were advertised in the past.
Question 7 
This question required students to write an imaginative story about an incredible new technological invention. 
Text type: short story
Type of writing: imaginative
Audience: children
Expected features and skills included:
adhering to the main text type characteristics of a short story – title, structure, content, author, register, layout
using the correct writing style, by using creativity and imagination to entertain the audience
demonstrating a good grasp of vocabulary and grammar.
High-scoring responses:
used a good range of vocabulary and grammar to convey imaginative storytelling
consisted of a well-structured short story with a beginning, middle and end
highlighted the features of the invention (e.g. What is it? What does it look like? How does it work?)
created a well-developed piece of writing that described the adventures involving the invention, targeted at children of a young age 
concluded or included an open ending to the story.
General strengths of student responses included:
effectively describing the technological invention
correctly addressing the audience.
Areas for improvement:
writing a piece that is clearly recognisable as a short story by its features 
varying sentence structures and incorporating accurate vocabulary
avoiding the repetition of content, which reduces the depth of the writing 
avoiding reusing previously written short stories that do not fit the task description.
Question 8
The majority of students chose to respond to this question. This question required students to write an article in which they reflected on their own experience with a foreign culture and its ways of living while spending a year in a German-speaking country as part of an exchange program. 
Text type: magazine article
Type of writing: personal
Audience: future participants
Expected features and skills included:
adhering to the main characteristics of an article – title, content, author, register, layout
using a personal writing style, to create a sense of connection and authenticity and to emphasise ideas, opinions and feelings
demonstrating a good grasp of vocabulary and grammar.
High-scoring responses:
included an introduction stating their connection to the exchange program
maintained a personal tone throughout the article 
wrote about the ways of living of this foreign culture (e.g. daily habits, rules and expectations, school, food/drink)
wrote about various aspects of the foreign culture, sometimes with reference to similar cultures in Australia (e.g. traditions, festivals)
encouraged potential participants to take part in the exchange program.
General strengths of student responses included:
addressing future participants
describing one’s own experiences through the use of detailed information.
Areas for improvement included:
referring equally to one’s own experience with the ways of living and the foreign culture in the German-speaking country
avoiding the inclusion of the features of a speech 
using a personal style rather than a persuasive style. 


The following are extracts from high-scoring responses:
Letztes Jahr habe ich durch die Organisation Austausch Deutschland einen einjährigen Austausch in Deutschland gemacht. Ich habe bei einer Gastfamilie in einem Dorf in der Nähe von Frankfurt gewohnt, und ich möchte in diesem Artikel über meine Erfahrungen reflektieren... 
(Last year, I participated in a one-year-long exchange in Germany with the Exchange Germany organisation. I lived with my host family in a small village near Frankfurt, and I would like to reflect on my experiences in this article…)
…Ich war überrascht, wie früh die Schule in Deutschland anfängt! Um 7:20 musste ich schon im Klassenzimmer sein… Es war viel zu früh für mich! 
(I was surprised at how early school starts in Germany! I had to be in the classroom by 7:20 am... It was much too early for me!) 
...Außerdem machen die Deutschen dieses komische Ding, das „lüften“ heißt – man öffnet das Fenster, damit frische Luft in das Haus kommen kann, egal ob es 5 Grad oder 35 Grad draußen ist. 
(…Besides this, Germans do a strange thing called ‘to air out’ – they open the window to let fresh air into the house, no matter whether it is 5 degrees or 35 degrees outside.) 
...mein Lieblingstag war den sechsten Dezember, weil ich unbewusst in meinem Schuh Süßigkeiten bekam! 
(...my favourite day was Saint Nicholas because I unexpectedly got sweets in my shoe!)
…Ich meine, ein Austauschjahr ist eine sehr gute Idee, wenn man sein Sprachkenntniss verbessern möchte und auch mehr über fremden Kulturen lernen will. Vor allem habe ich gelernt, dass die deutsche Bahn nicht so pünktlich ist! 
(…I think that an exchange year is a very good idea if you want to improve your language skills and learn more about foreign cultures. Above all, I have learnt that German trains are not always on time!) 
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