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Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, and aspects of Hebrew language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective 
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. Most students expanded on personal experiences, explained their views clearly and supported them with examples from their school life, family traditions and community involvement. Many reflected thoughtfully on the importance of the Hebrew language in maintaining cultural identity and expressed well-developed opinions about their future goals 
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions. They explained their views with relevant examples, provided reasons to support their opinions and responded thoughtfully to follow-up questions. Most students expanded on topics such as the value of learning Hebrew, connections to Israeli culture and the significance of community involvement, showing confidence in expressing and justifying their perspectives
often demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently; and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity. These students demonstrated strong interaction skills and the ability to maintain a natural flow of conversation using appropriate language and expressions
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed. Some students demonstrated effective communication skills by clarifying questions, rephrasing ideas or asking for repetition to ensure understanding while maintaining fluency
generally used appropriate vocabulary to express their ideas and opinions. Many selected words and expressions suited to the context, demonstrating a developing command of both formal and informal Hebrew
generally used appropriate grammar and sentence structures to communicate with the assessors, such as compound sentences, using adjectives and adverbs. Additionally, there were students who corrected themselves when they made a mistake
mostly used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo, to convey meaning and engage naturally in the conversation. 
Most students showed a genuine effort to participate and remained engaged throughout the conversation, demonstrating a positive attitude and willingness to communicate in Hebrew.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation by developing greater relevance, depth and range in the information, ideas and opinions they present. Expanding their vocabulary, practising spontaneous responses and engaging more deeply with a variety of personal and cultural topics will help students strengthen their ability to communicate effectively and confidently in Hebrew
practise answering a range of questions, and be prepared for different levels of questions, to be able to advance the conversation naturally and build confidence. Developing flexibility in their responses and practising follow-up questions will help them sustain interaction, demonstrate deeper understanding and use more varied language during the discussion
build confidence through practising interactions in the language assessed. Engaging in spoken Hebrew through class discussions, peer conversations and informal practice will help improve fluency, pronunciation and spontaneity, enabling students to communicate more naturally and effectively during the oral examination
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax to enhance the sophistication and accuracy of their spoken Hebrew. Incorporating a variety of grammatical forms, conjunctions and extended sentences will help them express ideas more clearly, show greater linguistic control, and convey opinions with depth and precision
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. Techniques such as rephrasing, asking for clarification or using alternative vocabulary can help maintain the flow of communication and demonstrate confidence and flexibility when encountering language difficulties
revise grammar. Students should continue to revise grammar to strengthen the accuracy and clarity of their spoken Hebrew. Particular attention is needed in areas such as verb conjugations, gender and number agreement. Some students’ responses, for example, used masculine forms for feminine nouns or incorrect verb endings when referring to past or future actions. Regular practice with sentence construction and grammar will help students communicate their ideas more precisely and confidently
build vocabulary specific to their personal world and their interactions with the Hebrew language and culture as learners. Developing a broader range of words and expressions related to daily life, interests and cultural experiences will enable them to express ideas more naturally, add depth to their responses and engage in more authentic communication
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo to improve the clarity and flow of their spoken Hebrew. Focusing on accurate sound production and natural speech rhythm will help them express ideas more effectively. For example, when describing a Jewish festival they celebrated recently, such as Rosh Hashanah, a student could use clear pronunciation and varied intonation to convey enthusiasm, pausing naturally between ideas and stressing key words like ‘family’, ‘tradition’ and ‘festival’ to make their speech sound more engaging and authentic.
Overall, students showed enthusiasm and a positive attitude towards communicating in Hebrew. Many demonstrated a genuine interest in sharing their personal experiences and cultural connections. Continued exposure to spoken Hebrew through conversation, media and participation in community events will further develop their confidence, fluency and ability to express complex ideas naturally in the language.


Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, alerting assessors to the image they brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, which is related to the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability. Most were able to connect their chosen image to the topic studied in class, explaining its relevance and significance. Their introductions helped guide the discussion and gave assessors a clear understanding of the context and direction of their presentation
used the image effectively to support the discussion of their subtopic, referring to specific details to illustrate key points and strengthen their arguments. Most were able to make clear and relevant connections between the image and their chosen concept, demonstrating an understanding of how visual elements can enhance communication and interpretation of ideas
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas effectively, mostly showing confidence in expressing their viewpoints
used appropriate vocabulary and spoke confidently, demonstrating a good command of Hebrew: for example, recount structures and contrast structures.
Overall, students showed enthusiasm and a willingness to communicate in Hebrew. It is important that teachers remind their students that, for Section 2, discussions should focus on the Jewish and Australian community rather than the Israeli community, as the conversation is intended to relate to a community and/or global perspective. Emphasising this focus will help students provide more relevant examples and maintain alignment with the assessment criteria.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and personal interests. Selecting a subtopic they are familiar with and passionate about will help them communicate more confidently, provide richer examples and engage more effectively in discussion, ultimately allowing them to demonstrate their knowledge and language skills to the best of their ability
prepare for a discussion about a subtopic related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, and use the supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth. Students should practise using their supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in depth, ensuring they can provide relevant examples, explain their ideas clearly and connect their discussion to the key concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research. It is important that students express a clear point of view and support their ideas with relevant examples. Practising how to explain and justify their opinions using specific details from their personal experiences, community or the supporting visual material will help them engage more effectively in the discussion and demonstrate a deeper understanding of the subtopic
demonstrate the capacity to elaborate and reflect on information, ideas and opinions by interacting authentically with assessors. This involves not only answering questions but also expanding on their responses, providing examples and responding thoughtfully to prompts or follow-up questions. Practising this level of engagement will help students show deeper understanding, sustain the conversation naturally and communicate their perspectives confidently
practise using their image to support their discussion by describing the relevance of the image to the subtopic. They can refer to specific details in the visual to illustrate key points, explain relevance and strengthen their arguments. Using the image effectively helps provide context, adds depth to their responses and demonstrates the ability to integrate visual material into a meaningful discussion
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not directly address an assessor’s question. Instead, they should focus on listening carefully, understanding the question and responding spontaneously with relevant ideas, examples and opinions. Practising flexible, real-time responses will help them engage more naturally in the discussion and demonstrate authentic language use
practise using repair strategies to manage pauses, misunderstandings or gaps in vocabulary during the conversation. Strategies such as restating their ideas in different words, asking their conversation partner to repeat or clarify a question, or substituting simpler expressions can help maintain the flow and coherence of the discussion. Regular practice of these techniques will build confidence and support more effective, fluent responses in the examination
revise grammar to strengthen accuracy and clarity in their spoken Hebrew. Common errors include incorrect verb conjugations, mismatched gender or number in nouns and adjectives, and improper sentence word order. For example, instead of saying, התלמידים נהנים לומדים עברית (The students enjoy study Hebrew), they should say, ) התלמידים נהנים ללמוד עבריתThe students enjoy studying Hebrew) or the Hebrew equivalent with the correct verb form. Focusing on these areas through targeted practice will help students communicate their ideas more precisely and confidently
build a vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected. Developing a range of relevant words and expressions will allow them to explain ideas more clearly, provide detailed examples and engage more confidently in discussion. For instance, if the concept is Sustainability, students could learn terms related to some of the topics such as recycling, conservation and environmental responsibility, to support their explanations and opinions
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo to improve clarity and natural flow in their spoken Hebrew. Students should maintain a natural speaking rhythm, avoiding unnatural pauses between words and excessive use of filler sounds (for example, ‘um’). Practising reading aloud, repeating after native speakers and recording themselves can help students develop accurate pronunciation, varied intonation and consistent tempo, making their speech more fluent and engaging.
Overall, students showed engagement and interest in discussing their subtopics. Students are encouraged to elaborate, provide examples and link their answers more clearly to the subtopic in order to strengthen the depth and quality of their discussion. Providing more practice in understanding and responding to a variety of question types would help improve their confidence and spontaneity. Emphasising the focus on the community and/or global perspective will help students provide more relevant examples and maintain alignment with the assessment criteria. Students should also avoid repeating answers, especially when they are not relevant, to ensure their responses remain focused and meaningful.
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