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Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In 2025, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. The majority of students responded appropriately to questions by commenting about their personal world and their interactions with Indonesian language and culture as learners. All students were able to talk about their experiences in Indonesia or around learning Indonesian and the challenges associated with it, or about Indonesian food, such as nasi goreng dan sate ayam (fried rice and chicken satay). Students were reasonably at ease talking about their hobbies and part-time jobs, with proficient students elaborating on their responses with thoughtful ideas and opinions.
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. Responses that scored highly communicated feelings and provided opinions without prompting from assessors, by including a variety of ‘I think’ phrases in Indonesian, such as saya pikir, saya kira, saya rasa and, to a certain extent, menurut pendapat saya (in my opinion). Students whose responses scored highly were able to:
understand unrehearsed questions and respond appropriately
communicate their responses in detail
pick up tenses used in questions and respond appropriately and correctly: for example, differentiating between dulu (formerly) and tadi (a while ago) or rencana akhir tahun (end-of-the-year plans) and rencana akhir ujian (end-of-exams plans)
avoid repeating the same answers
communicate a degree of reflection in their responses by including phrases such as sebenarnya bu/pak (actually).
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. Students are encouraged to prepare well by spending time reflecting on their responses to their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Students need to be familiar with the assessment criteria so they can prepare responses that show an excellent range of information, ideas and opinions, which will give them high marks. For example, when a student is asked, ‘Selain bahasa Indonesia, bahasa apa lagi yang anda pelajari?’ (‘Apart from Indonesian, what other language/s do you study?’) they should demonstrate an understanding of the expected qualities within each descriptor of the assessment criteria so that they can expand upon and defend their response, which should include information and ideas but also their opinion of this additional language. Familiarity with the assessment criteria will also motivate students to practise answering a range of questions that will promote confidence in their ability to understand and answer questions appropriately.
revise grammar. As part of the examination preparation, students should be aware of common grammatical mistakes such as confusing makan/makanan (to eat / food); supaya/sehingga (so that, in order to / so that, consequently); and ramai/sibuk (crowded/busy). The correct position of jam in the sentence will change the meaning, as it can mean either ‘hours’ or ‘o’clock’ depending on whether jam is located before or after the number.
build vocabulary specific to the students’ personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. On the whole, the images were clear and reflected the subtopic chosen. It was pleasing to see a wide range of interesting topics; many subtopics were concentrated on products or practices of Indonesian culture, such as VOB (Voice of Baceprot, a heavy-metal trio from Java) or Selamatan (thanksgiving ceremony).
engaged in a discussion and responded to questions with a range of information, ideas and opinions. Responses that scored highly elaborated on the information and, in some cases, defended their opinions and ideas. These students listened to the questions asked and repeated the phrasing used to ensure they were answering the questions. Students whose responses scored highly tackled the questions with enthusiasm and confidence; their responses reflected deep knowledge of their subtopic, demonstrating sophisticated vocabulary and deep cultural understanding. 
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures. Responses that scored highly included a range of grammar and sentence structures. The addition of proverbs was appropriately used and showed in-depth understanding of the language. 
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. In general, students spoke with correct pronunciation and they enunciated words clearly.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and interests and an image that supports discussion about the selected subtopic. Students are encouraged to choose subtopics that they are interested in, and that are suitable for their language ability. General subtopics are to be avoided as they cover too wide an area to fully understand. For example, instead of kebanjiran (floods) in Indonesia, it would be better to focus on a specific case study and talk about the impacts of floods such as the Semarang floods in February 2021. This would help students to focus on acquiring the vocabulary and grammar required to discuss specific details of the subtopic in depth and from various angles and perspectives. 
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Students need to be familiar with the assessment criteria, in particular the point that high-scoring responses use the image skilfully to support the discussion. Students whose responses scored highly had selected appropriate images that enabled them to refer to the image and explain its significance in their discussion. 
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Students need to listen carefully to the questions being asked. In their preparation, students should:
be made aware of key questions that might be used by assessors, as shown on page 13 of the study guide
understand that pre-learned responses should be unpacked to anticipate further questions 
practise asking and answering questions to familiarise themselves with the subtopic and identify different ways to ask questions and how to provide ‘natural’-sounding responses
strive to provide responses that show a range of vocabulary and grammar, as the use of sophisticated phrasing adds another layer of complexity that will be rewarded with higher scores
constantly work to achieve excellence by revising key phrases and key ideas, and avoiding repetition of ideas and/or phrases
revise grammar. Students should refer to pages 13–15 of the study design to view the various grammar points that could be included in their responses. Grammar revision is encouraged to avoid making grammatical mistakes. Some of the more common areas include:
avoiding colloquial vocabulary, such as bikin (to make), or using the informal nggak instead of the standard tidak (no, not)
using the correct parts of speech; for example, belajar/mempelajari/pelajari (‘to study’ in its various forms)
using the correct term for ‘when’: for example, waktu/ketika and kapan
using the passive sentence structure correctly
using affixation correctly, including the prefixes ber- or me- and suffixes such as ‑kan and -i
avoiding repetition of phrases: for example, pertanyaan yang bagus (a good question); an alternative could be rephrasing the question.
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