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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the VCE Italian Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Most students could explain why they chose to study Italian and how they interacted with the culture and/or improved their language skills. For example: Ho scelto di studiare Italiano perché amo la cultura italiana, specialmente i loro valori, ad esempio l’importanza che danno alla famiglia (I chose to study Italian because I love the Italian culture, especially their values, for example the importance they give to family)
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth; for example, students were able to discuss the subjects they had chosen in VCE, and to justify the reasons they had selected those subjects and how they are relevant to their future aspirations
elaborated on, clarified and defended ideas and opinions; for example, students were able to elaborate on the importance of physical activity during VCE and how it contributed to their physical and mental health and their ability to focus
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently; and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed, such as apologising when using the wrong term and replacing it with the correct term: Si certo, io piace… oh scusi, mi piace (Yes, sure, me like… sorry, I like); quest’anno ha stato… scusi, è stato importante (this year it is been… sorry, it has been important) 
used appropriate vocabulary, for example: Ho studiato Italiano, economia aziendale, matematica generale, letteratura inglese e diritto (I’ve studied Italian, business management, general maths, English literature and legal studies) 
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures, for example: Quest’anno Italiano è stato più difficile di quanto pensassi, soprattutto perché non sono brava in ortografia (This year Italian has been more difficult than I thought, especially because I’m not too good at spelling)
used appropriate expressions, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.


Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions; for example, when discussing family relationships, students should go beyond simply stating that they had disagreements with their siblings, and should include the nature of the disagreements and how the student has attempted to solve the issues
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation, for example: No, quest’anno non ho un lavoretto perché devo studiare molto, ma l’anno prossimo lavorerò sicuramente, perché… Mi piacerebbe lavorare come… perché… (No, this year I don’t have a job because I have to study a lot, but next year I’ll definitely work, because … I’d like to work as a … because …)
build confidence through practising interactions in the language, for example, conversing in Italian with family members or Italian speakers, and listening to Italian radio programs or podcasts
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed, for example: Mi scusi, può riformulare la domanda, perfavore? (Excuse me, could you rephrase your question, please?)
revise grammar, including:
agreements of subject–verb, article–noun–adjective, for example: La mia famiglia è molto unita (My family is very united)
verb conjugations, for example: Noi giochiamo ai videogiochi insieme (We play videogames together)
tenses; avoid only relying on the present tense, for example: All’università io studierò psicologia (At university I will study psychology)
piacere (to like) usage, for example: A noi piace guardare le partite in televisione (We like watching games on TV); Mi piace disegnare e cantare (I like drawing and singing).
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. For example: Come argomento per la mia discussione ho preparato la fuga dei cervelli, un fenomeno per cui i giovani laureati e le persone più specializzate lasciano l’Italia per andare in Paesi stranieri, come potete vedere nella mia immagine (The topic for my discussion is the brain escape, a phenomenon where new graduates and specialised people leave Italy to go to other foreign countries, as you can see in the image)
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. For example: In passato le donne non avevano gli stessi diritti degli uomini: non potevano lavorare e non potevano essere indipendenti perché vivevano in una società patriarcale. Ma durante la Seconda Guerra Mondiale, con gli uomini in guerra, le donne assumono ruoli più maschili e quindi diventano più consapevoli della loro importanza perché possono contribuire alla società. Da lì parte la loro emancipazione… (In the past, women did not have the same rights as men: they could not work or be independent because they lived in a patriarchal society. However, during WWII, while men were in the war, women had to cover traditionally male role, therefore becoming more conscious of their own importance in contributing to society. That’s when their emancipation started …)
used the image skillfully to support the discussion on the subtopic. For example: Come potete vedere nell’immagine, l’Inferno è a forma di imbuto, ed è stato creato così dalla caduta di Lucifero dal Paradiso quando aveva sfidato Dio. Infatti, Dante aveva messo Lucifero nel girone più stretto e profondo dell’Inferno, con altri 3 traditori importanti, perché secondo lui il tradimento era il peccato più grave (As you can see in my image, Inferno is shaped like a funnel, as it was created by Lucifer’s fall from Heaven when he tried to challenge God. Indeed, Dante placed Lucifer in the narrowest and deepest circle of Inferno, with 3 other important traitors, because he thought that betrayal was the worst sin)
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. For example: Secondo me, la Divina Commedia di Dante è ancora attuale, per esempio perché la legge del contrappasso che Dante ha usato nell’Inferno è molto simile al nostro sistema giudiziario. Infatti, Dante puniva i peccatori all’Inferno con una pena legata al loro peccato, proprio come fanno i giudici oggi (In my opinion, Dante’s Divina Commedia is still relevant nowadays, for example because the contrapasso law that Dante used in the Inferno is very similar to our justice system. Indeed, Dante punished sinners in Inferno with punishments that were directly related to their sin, like judges do nowadays)
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas. For example: Penso che gli australiani dovrebbero seguire la dieta mediterranea perché è più sana di quella australiana. Infatti, la dieta suggerisce di mangiare tanta frutta e verdura, che contengono vitamine, e poca carne rossa, che contiene tanti grassi e colesterolo. Per questo, la dieta mediterranea protegge da malattie cardiovascolari, diabete e obesità (I think Australians should follow the Mediterranean diet because it’s healthier than the Australian diet. Indeed, the Mediterranean diet suggests we eat a lot of fruit and vegetables, containing vitamins, but little red meat, rich in fats and cholesterol. Because of this, the Mediterranean diet protects from cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and obesity)
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion, including through the use of repair strategies 
used appropriate vocabulary; for example: Il Sud Italia era stato invaso dagli Arabi in passato, quindi presenta ancora molte influenze arabe nell’architettura, come nei palazzi di Palermo, nella cucina ma anche nella lingua, dove molte parole hanno un’etimologia araba (The South of Italy had been invaded by Arabic people in the past. Indeed, we can still find Arabic influences in the architecture, like in the Sicilian Palaces, in the cuisine but also in the language, where many words have Arabic etymology)
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expressions, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
presented a topic that was clearly linked to the study design’s prescribed themes, ‘The Italian-speaking communities’ or ‘The world around us’. For example: La dieta mediterranea (the Mediterranean diet); La fuga dei cervelli (Brain Escape); Dante e la Divina Commedia (Dante and his Divine Comedy); Il Rinascimento e Botticelli (The Renaissance and Botticelli).
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit ability and interests and an image that supports discussion about the selected subtopic. Subtopics that focus on one element can be difficult to explore in depth for some students. Students should choose to explore a single element embedded in a wider context (e.g. not just ‘Nutella’, but ‘Made-in-Italy with a focus on Nutella’). Images should include a number of elements to support different ideas of the discussion. Images that represent one single object or are decontextualised are quite restrictive and often can’t support students in exploring their subtopic in depth
prepare a wide range and depth of information, ideas and opinions with an original perspective on the subtopic. For example: Per gli italiani, il caffè non è solo una bevanda, ma un gesto di convivialità e un rituale per accogliere gli ospiti. Possiamo vedere una cosa simile nell’uso del tè tra gli inglesi, quando accolgono ospiti, o nella cerimonia del tè in Giappone. La convivialità del caffè è un aspetto della cultura italiana che anche molti australiani seguono ogni giorno (For Italians, coffee is not just a drink, but a conviviality gesture, a ritual to welcome guests. We can see a similar phenomenon in the way English people serve tea when they welcome guests, or in the Japanese tea ceremony. The conviviality of coffee is an aspect of Italian culture that many Australians also adopt daily)
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
practise describing the relevance of the image to the subtopic and use it to support the discussion on the subtopic. For example: Come potete vedere nell’immagine, se continuiamo a viaggiare senza pensare all’ambiente le conseguenze saranno terribili: molto animali non avranno una casa, le foreste saranno distrutte per costruire nuovi hotel e l’inquinamento degli aerei farà aumentare sempre di più il riscaldamento globale (As you can see in the image, if we keep travelling without caring for the environment, the consequences will be terrible: many animals will lose their homes, forests will be destroyed to build new hotels and aeroplane pollution will continue to increase global warming)
avoid relying on pre-learnt responses that do not address an assessor’s question
practise using repair strategies
revise grammar, with special attention to: 
using articles and choosing the correct ones, for example incorrectly using Lui rappresenta immigrato tipico … instead of Lui rappresenta un immigrato tipico … (he represents a typical immigrant …)
conjugating verbs correctly, for example, incorrectly using I cervelli scappare perché cerca migliori opportunità all’estero instead of I Cervelli scappano perché cercano migliori opportunità all’estero (The brains escape because they look for better opportunities abroad)
avoiding English influence, for example, incorrectly using una dieta che preventa da rischi come come obesità e diabete instead of una dieta che protegge da rischi come obesità e diabete (a diet that prevents the risks of obesity and diabetes).
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