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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the relevant VCE Karen study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, and aspects of Karen language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective. For example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. Most students engaged freely in conversation about their personal experiences and cultural background. Students discussed their school experiences and participation in Karen community events, such as Karen New Year’s celebrations, which demonstrated awareness of cultural life in Australia. Students who had prepared thoroughly demonstrated confidence and fluency; their responses included a wide range of relevant ideas and opinions, supported by personal examples and reflections, which allowed for a deeper and more engaging conversation
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with appropriate depth. Many students supported their ideas with clear examples and explanations, demonstrating the ability to expand on familiar topics with depth and detail
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions. Most students elaborated on their views and justified their opinions clearly. Many students extended the conversation by turning closed questions into open-ended responses, offering thoughtful explanations, examples and personal reflections to support their ideas.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation to the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. Students should practise extending their responses
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
build confidence through practising interactions in the language. This will help students to express their ideas clearly and spontaneously during the examination
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax; for example, using conjunctions such as ‘because’ and ‘although’ will extend ideas into longer, more-detailed sentences
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. 


Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, alerting assessors to the image they had brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, which related to the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability. For example, students presented images of a Karen New Year celebration to explore how cultural traditions contributed to a community’s identity and legacy
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. Students discussed a range of familiar and topical issues, and presented relevant ideas and opinions supported by examples from personal experience or wider society
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas. Students were able to expand on their viewpoints and justify their opinions clearly, offering explanations and examples to support their reasoning
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion. Most students were able to communicate with assessors by listening attentively, responding appropriately, and showing confidence and engagement throughout the discussion
used appropriate vocabulary. Students generally used a good range of accurate vocabulary, and their word choices were suitable for the topics discussed
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures. For example, students correctly formed complex sentences and used accurate punctuation.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
prepare for a discussion about a subtopic related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, and use the supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions. Students need to incorporate a wide range of relevant information and perspectives to create rich and engaging discussions
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view; likewise avoid presenting general knowledge as research. Students should include analysis and reflection in their discussion to show an understanding beyond surface-level facts
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Students need to use visual material effectively to illustrate their points, drawing on details from the image to support and extend their discussion
build a vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected. Students should develop and practise vocabulary relevant to their chosen subtopic to communicate their ideas precisely and confidently, and demonstrate a clear understanding of the subtopic. 
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