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Refer to the VCE Korean Second Language Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
demonstrated oral skills and positive attitudes towards the conversation that sustained dialogue effectively
engaged in general conversation about personal experiences and their interactions with the language and culture as learners
provided relevant information, ideas and opinions with reasonable depth
elaborated, clarified and defended ideas, responding spontaneously and demonstrating understanding
used appropriate vocabulary in accordance with the subject matter, for example 의식주 (necessities of life) and 진로 상담 (career counselling)
generally used accurate grammar and sentence structures
supported communication with appropriate pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
lead conversations with greater relevance, depth and breadth
practise repair strategies to sustain and advance dialogue when difficulties arise, such as 제가  … 을/를 이해하지 못했어요. 쉬운 말로 설명해 주실 수 있을까요? (I’m sorry, I didn’t understand’ … ‘Could you explain it in simpler terms?)
practise speaking with their natural pitch to aid clarity and naturalness of conversation
avoid prolonging final vowels unnaturally (e.g. -에요오, -ㅂ니다아), which disrupts fluency
expand the use of same‑root Sino‑Korean terminology (Hanja‑based terms) to broaden vocabulary, for example 학년 (grade), 학기 (semester), 학업 (study), 학과 (major), 학부 (faculty), 학력 (academic ability, academic background), 학풍 (academic style). 
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
showed in-depth knowledge of chosen subtopics
utilised prepared images to support discussion
engaged with relevant information, ideas and opinions
communicated effectively with assessors, using repair strategies when needed
used appropriate vocabulary, grammar and sentence structures
used effective pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure images have enough detail to enable students to make interesting observations and link the image effectively to enrich the discussion on the subtopic
select subtopics suited to ability and interests
prepare a wider and deeper range of information, ideas and opinions
layer research with examples, contrasting viewpoints and future challenges
prepare a wide range and depth of information, ideas and opinions, with an original perspective on the subtopic. Students should go beyond simply conveying information but should express original views
use a wide range of reliable sources. Students should not limit their research to internet sources but also use other reliable sources such as textbooks, scholarly articles and official publications
ensure that examples and contrasting viewpoints are incorporated in the discussion
build language specific to the selected subtopic by familiarising themselves with terminology commonly used in their chosen subtopic area.
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