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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1 – Responding to texts
Question 1 – Listening in Macedonian and responding in English
This question assessed the students’ capacity to analyse general and specific relevant information, ideas, opinions, perspectives and/or aspects of texts to convey meaning.      
Question 1a.
Students were asked to describe the history behind traditional Macedonian papermaking. According to the text:
It began in the 16th century.
It began in the Monastery of Saint Naum.
It originated in China.
Most students recalled all three pieces of information. Students are encouraged to revise numbers in Macedonian in a listening text, as some answered ‘6th century’ or ‘60 years ago’, while others missed this detail in their response.
Question 1b.
Students were asked to describe how paper is made in a ‘natural way’. According to the text:
It is made from the core of the tree.
It is made without the use of chemical additives.
Most students recalled both pieces of information. Students did not need to specify that the wood came from a cherry tree, but some students focused on the fact that the best paper comes from this type of tree. Of the two correct responses, ‘no chemical additives’ was identified by students more frequently. 


Question 1c.
Students were asked to explain why the printing press in Ohrid is unique. According to the text:
There are only two (replicas) in Europe / one of the two replicas is in Ohrid.
It is 170 years old / it is very old.
Most students answered this well, but some did not explain that there were only two replicas in Europe and that one of those replicas was in Ohrid. Students are encouraged to revise numbers in Macedonian in a listening text, as some responses cited numbers such as 180 and 1700 years old.
Question 2 – Listening and responding in Macedonian
This question assessed the students’ capacity to analyse general and specific relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives to convey meaning.
Question 2a.
Students were asked to explain one positive aspect and one negative aspect for three features of a trip to Matka Canyon. According to the text:
Патека (walking path)
Tуристи можат да застанат и да направат незаборавни фотографии од извонредната глетка / многу туристи таму сакаат да се фотографираат (Tourists can stop and take unforgettable photos of the extraordinary view / many tourists like to take photos there)
Има многу ѓубре расфрлано насекаде и нема доволно корпи за отпадок (There is a lot of rubbish thrown everywhere and not enough bins)
Транспорт (transportation)
Се оди лесно, со директен автобус од градската автобуска станица. Се стигнува за 30 минути и често има автобуси / Автобускиот превоз до кањонот е многу добар (It is easy to get there, with a direct bus from the city bus station. It takes 30 minutes and there are frequent buses / the bus service to the canyon is very good)
Тешко е да се најде возен ред бидејќи или не постои или тешко се наоѓа на интернет (A bus timetable is hard to find on the internet and possibly doesn’t exist)
Храна (food)
Има ресторани кои нудат многу вкусна храна (There are restaurants that offer very tasty food)
Храната во рестораните е скапа (The food in the restaurants is expensive).
High-scoring responses elicited all necessary information, showed understanding of the details in the listening text and explained each positive and negative aspect in full sentences. Lower-scoring responses did not clearly express their ideas due to inaccuracies in language and inappropriate vocabulary and grammar. An example of difficult vocabulary was возен ред (timetable). An example of inaccurate grammatical form and sentence structure was ‘имала многу автобуси за кај Матка ама било многу тешко да го најдеш на интернето’ (there were a lot of buses going to Matka, but it was very difficult to find on the internet) – this response did not specify what was difficult to find.


Question 2b.
Students were asked to describe what attracts sports enthusiasts to Matka Canyon. According to the text:
‘Mожат да гледаат натпревари со кајак на диви води или да се искачат по падините на планината/ридот.’ (They can watch kayak competitions on wild waters or climb the slopes of the mountain/hill.)
While students demonstrated their understanding of the listening text, inaccuracies and inappropriate use of vocabulary and grammar were evident. Most students gave responses such as ‘има натпревари на кајак’ (there are kayak competitions) or just ‘кајак на диви води’ (kayak on wild waters). Difficult vocabulary included падините (slopes). Responses such as ‘можат да се качуваат по планините’ (they can climb the mountains) omitted the word ‘slopes’.
Question 3 – Reading and listening in Macedonian, responding in English
This question assessed the students’ capacity to:
analyse general and specific relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives and/or aspects of texts to convey meaning  
synthesise relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives from different texts.
Question 3a.
Students were asked to consider the factors that should be taken into account when introducing a Macedonian national souvenir. According to the text, national souvenirs should reflect:
Macedonian culture and tradition / emphasise its rich cultural heritage
Macedonian history 
aspects of Macedonian national character.
Students responded by conveying all three of these main points. Some responses included answers that were more relevant to Question 3b (such as ‘voting will be online’ and ‘host a cultural event’) and were not awarded marks.
Question 3b.
According to the text, Jovan’s suggestions for selecting and promoting a national souvenir were: 
virtual audio tours to introduce the national souvenir 
voting in an online poll 
a small cultural event to promote the national souvenir.
Most students could convey two of the three main points. The answer about virtual audio tours was rarely given.


Question 3c.
According to the text, artists gain inspiration for the designs and patterns of Macedonian souvenirs from:
historical figures/places
nature
folklore.
Few students provided all three answers. Most students answered ‘from the red and yellow colours of the flag’ and some did not mention folklore. These answers were not awarded marks.
Question 3d.
Using information from both texts, students were asked to identify three types of potential national souvenirs and explain why each one would be an appropriate choice. According to the texts, an appropriate national souvenir was one that:
reflected an important aspect of Macedonian culture, history, architecture and traditions
included ethnic patterns, traditional decorative patterns, designs that reflected local folklore and the cultural heritage of different regions
reflected aspects of Macedonia’s national character.
Examples of appropriate souvenirs were described in the text, such as replicas of landmark buildings and clothing featuring traditional embroidery and decorative patterns.
However, many students provided insufficient detail or did not provide an appropriate justification for their souvenir choices. ‘Wooden spoon’, ‘butterfly’, the ‘Stone Dolls’, ‘Marko’s Palace’ and the ‘Stone Bridge’ were insufficient answers.
Students are advised to practise integrating listening, reading and writing skills so they can absorb detailed information provided in spoken and written texts. 
Section 2 – Creating texts
Question 4 – Reading and responding in Macedonian
This question assessed the students’ capacity to:
analyse relevant information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives from the stimulus text(s)
respond to the question appropriately for the context, purpose and audience  
use appropriate language structures and vocabulary accurately.
High-scoring responses: 
used the correct text type and persuasive language
effectively used parts of the stimulus text by paraphrasing the information given
elaborated on the idea of opening a national museum dedicated to Atina Bojadzi
provided detailed suggestions of what should be included in the museum and why, as well as how it would contribute to the tourism and economy of the town of Ohrid.
Most students used the correct text structure, starting by addressing the municipal council of Ohrid, followed by an introductory paragraph, then one or two shorter paragraphs in the main body and a concluding paragraph. Many students had an appropriate ending such as ‘Ви благодарам за вашето внимание!’ (Thank you for your attention!) or a rhetorical question, which is very effective when writing a speech.
Most students used conditional sentences with би (would) and persuasive vocabulary треба (should) and мора (must), and used correct sentence structures such as ‘Има некои личности кои ние треба да ги промовираме, бидејќи се клучен дел од нашата спортска историја’ (There are some people who we should promote because they are a key part of our sport history).
Lower-scoring responses:
were written as a letter and not as a script of a speech 
did not focus enough on persuading the municipal council to open a museum
did not provide sufficient relevant information (such as Atina Bojadzi’s achievements, suggestions of what to include in the museum)
only provided the information given in the stimulus text and irrelevant information (such as about the beauty of the lake)
used anglicisms such as ‘Почитувани мембери’ and ’хисторијата’ (‘Dear members’ and ‘history’)
included errors involving gender of nouns, such as ‘Таа е најважна лик во спорт’ (She is the most important person in sport), as well as in the article (nouns), word order in sentences and spelling/orthography.
Questions 5 and 6 – Writing in Macedonian 
These questions assessed the students’ capacity to:
create text appropriate for the context, purpose and audience
demonstrate depth of treatment of information, ideas, opinions or perspectives
sequence information, ideas, opinions or perspectives cohesively
use a range of appropriate language structures and vocabulary
use vocabulary and language structures accurately.
The vast majority of students answered Question 5.
Question 5
Students were expected to use conventions of journal writing and sentence structure, such as the use of ‘because’ and elaborations using adjectives to generate a detailed narrative. High-scoring responses discussed messages and inspirations they drew from reading a Macedonian book, such as what or who motivated them to change and why; which stories or protagonists inspired them; and how this led to them making a positive change such as becoming a teacher, movie star or politician.
The features and skills in high-scoring responses included the use of correct structure for the text type with a date and salutation such as ‘Драги дневник! / или Драг дневнику!’ (Dear diary!), as well as an appropriate ending such as ‘Толку за денес!’ (That’s all for today!). However, some responses used historical facts rather than the students’ own ideas and emotive language.
High-scoring responses showed a good understanding and correct use of vocabulary to express their ideas, such as ‘вредностите во животот’ (values of life) and ‘низ призмата на парите’ (through the prism of money).
High-scoring responses included correct use of verb tenses, correct word order and articles, and correct use of nouns and adjectives, such as ‘Јана беше последниот извор на Андреј да можи нормално да ја следи наставата’ (Jana was Andrеj’s last resource to be able to follow classes at school). 


Question 6
Students were prompted by an image of two people serving in what could be a soup kitchen as an example of a volunteering activity that the program may have offered. High-scoring responses discussed the benefits such a program would provide, such as developing social skills, learning from older experienced people, time management and learning new skills, as well as limitations such as demands on a student’s time and limited volunteering options. Responses might argue that the benefits outweigh costs but recommend that such a program should be voluntary rather than compulsory.
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