[image: Document header showing logos for Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and the Victorian State Government.]
2025 VCE Portuguese oral external assessment report	
2025 VCE Portuguese oral external assessment report
[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the VCE Portuguese Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and aspects of Portuguese language and culture in Australian society. For example, students spoke about school and family life, future aspirations, and the use of Portuguese at home or within the community, highlighting how language supports cultural identity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, using appropriate repair strategies when needed. Some students successfully rephrased ideas or self-corrected to maintain the flow of the interaction
used appropriate vocabulary relevant to familiar topics such as sport, music, studies and family life, demonstrating accurate and contextually appropriate language choice
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. Students varied intonation to convey enthusiasm and used clear pronunciation to facilitate natural and effective communication.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
practise answering a range of questions to build confidence and develop the ability to advance the conversation naturally. For example, some students gave brief responses to open-ended questions and waited for the next prompt, rather than extending their answers with explanations, opinions or examples
revise key grammar structures to improve accuracy and support clear, effective communication. For example, students need to ensure verb tense consistency, correct use of prepositions, and agreement of gender and number.


Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, alerting assessors to the image they brought to support their discussion. For example, some students used images of environmental pollution to explore Sustainability, while others used photographs of family or community to discuss Identity and Legacy
used the image effectively to support the discussion, referring to specific visual details to develop ideas and link them to the prescribed topics studied in class
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion, responding confidently and expanding on ideas when prompted
used appropriate vocabulary relevant to the subtopic, including topic-specific terms related to culture, the environment and community life
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo, to convey meaning clearly and maintain natural, engaging communication.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions, supporting their discussion with clear explanations and personal or researched viewpoints. For example, rather than stating that pollution is a problem, stronger responses explained why it is an issue for the community and how individuals or governments can act responsibly, sometimes referring to personal experiences or community examples
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research, by clearly linking information to the subtopic and key concepts. For example, some students listed facts about cultural traditions without explaining their significance. A more effective response could connect these facts to the concept of Legacy
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not directly address assessors’ questions, instead responding flexibly and spontaneously. For example, when assessors asked follow-up questions, some students repeated memorised content rather than adapting their responses to the new focus of the question
revise key grammar structures to improve accuracy and clarity in communication. For example, students need to ensure verb tense consistency, correct use of connectors, and accurate agreement of gender and number.
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