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Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Many students provided excellent insights into their personal world and their participation in events within the Greek community, explaining in detail how these experiences enriched their lives and strengthened their Greek identity.
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. For example, when discussing their families, students were able to explain their relationships with different family members, how they spend time together at home and during holidays, and how they value these relationships.
elaborated on, clarified and defended ideas and opinions. For example, students not only described Greek festivals and made comparisons between different festivals they attended, but also expressed their views on why maintaining these festivals in Australia is important.
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity, including using appropriate repair strategies as needed
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation. For example, when discussing holidays, students made insightful observations about the different countries they had visited and reflected on how these experiences broadened their worldview.
used appropriate vocabulary to enrich the conversation. For example, students used a variety of linking words such as επίσης (also) and ας πούμε (let’s say). 
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures, such as μπόρεσα να ξεπεράσω τα εμπόδια που αντιμετώπισα (I was able to overcome the obstacles that I faced) and οι γονείς μου με ενθαρρύνουν να … (my parents encourage me to …)  
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. Many students sustained strong eye contact and complemented the conversation with effective hand gestures.


Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. Students should practise presenting information to assessors in more detailed ways, rather than providing brief responses. They should aim to express in-depth and interesting ideas and opinions when discussing their personal world and their interactions with the Greek language and culture as learners.
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. For example, students should be prepared for open-ended questions, such as being asked to compare different activities they participate in during their free time and to justify their preferences, in addition to simple questions such as ‘What activities do you participate in?’ or ‘Which activity do you like?’ 
build confidence through practising interactions in the language; for example, by listening to Greek radio programs and podcasts, watching Greek television, and conversing in Greek with family and friends
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax. For example, instead of saying μου αρέσει το ποδόσφαιρο γιατί παίζω με τους φίλους μου (I like football because I play with my friends), they could say το ποδόσφαιρο είναι ένα ομαδικό άθλημα που μου επιτρέπει όχι μόνο να γυμνάζομαι αλλά και να παίζω με μερικούς από τους φίλους μου (Football is a team sport that enables me not only to keep fit but also to play with some of my friends.)
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
revise grammar. Students should:
avoid errors with article and gender, such as μία κορίτσι instead of the correct ένα κορίτσι (a girl); τις Αντίποδες instead of οι Αντίποδες (the Antipodes); τους εξαδέλφες instead of τις εξαδέλφες (the cousins); η μαθηματικά instead of τα μαθηματικά (maths); τα ιστορία instead of η ιστορία (history)
avoid errors with the agreement of words (e.g. adjectives, nouns, verbs) such as τα φαγητά ήταν άσχημης instead of the correct τα φαγητά ήταν άσχημα (the meals were bad); πολλές φαγητά instead of πολλά φαγητά (a lot of meals); τις ελληνικές χορούς instead of τους ελληνικούς χορούς (the Greek dances) 
know how to conjugate common verbs they are likely to use, such as χρειάζομαι (I need) and πηγαίνω (I go), as in χρειάζομαι πολλά χρήματα (I need a lot of money), and avoid errors such as χρειάζω πολλά χρήματα; εγώ πηγαίνω (I am going) and έχω πάω (I have gone)
learn to use common words correctly. For example, πρέπει (must) instead of incorrect forms πρέπω, πρέπα, έπρεπα, πρέπες; μου αρέσει (I like) instead of αρέσω / μου αρέσω; βοηθώ (I help) instead of βοηώ, βοαθώ  
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. For example, use αντιμετώπισε το πρόβλημα (faced the problem) rather than κατάφερε το πρόβλημα (managed the problem), and η οικογένειά μου αποτελείται από (my family consists of) instead of η οικογένειά μου αποτελεί.
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. Errors in the stress and accent of words included μάκρινο ταξίδι instead of μακρινό ταξίδι (long trip) and η γιάγια μου instead of η γιαγιά μου (my grandmother).
practise using synonyms to avoid repeating words. For example, instead of μου αρέσει (I like), students can use alternatives such as με ενδιαφέρει πολύ (I am very interested) or αγαπώ (I love). Likewise, instead of επίσης (also), they can use επιπλέον (additional), ακόμα (still) or επιπρόσθετα (additionally).


Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image they had brought to support the discussion. Many students provided a clear account of their subtopic and outlined the areas they intended to focus on, enabling effective questioning and discussion. For example: Οι Έλληνες της Τέχνης και των Γραμμάτων· συγκεκριμένα, θα μιλήσω για τον Καζαντζάκη (The Greeks of the Arts and Letters; specifically, I will talk about Kazantzakis).
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. Students drew on a variety of resources, such as articles, interviews and films, which allowed them to show thorough understanding and insightful analysis. 
used the image skilfully to support their discussion. Students made effective use of the image by indicating to assessors why it was chosen and how it enriched the students’ understanding of the subtopic. They linked the image to their discussion subtopic and used it to support the points they were making. They identified specific details within the image and incorporated these effectively to strengthen their arguments using appropriate language. For example, Η σκηνή αυτή στη φωτογραφία μας δείχνει τα έντονα συναισθήματα που ένιωθαν οι «νύφες» τη στιγμή που το πλοίο τους έφτανε στο λιμάνι … (This scene in the photograph shows us the intense emotions the ‘brides’ felt the moment the ship reached the port).
engaged in discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas. For example, in the subtopic Η ζωή και τα  συναισθήματα των εργατών και συγκεκριμένα των ρεμπετών (The life and feelings of workers, specifically the rebetes), some students were able to quote lyrics from rebetika songs that reflected the lives and emotions of the workers, offering insightful commentary.
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion, including through the use of repair strategies. For example, when an error such as το ρεμπέτικο μουσική occurred, students immediately corrected to η ρεμπέτικη μουσική (the rebetiko music), allowing the discussion to continue naturally.
used appropriate vocabulary, such as αναγνωρίζω (I acknowledge) and θετική εντύπωση (positive impression)
used accurate grammar and sentence structure
used appropriate expression, including correct pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic that aligns with their interests and language ability. They should also select an image that effectively supports discussion of their chosen subtopic. Some subtopics from Theme 3 ‘The World Around Us’, such as ‘smart houses’, ‘globalisation’ and ‘the impact of information and technology on society’, may be more suitable for students with strong language skills. By contrast, subtopics from the theme ‘The Greek-Speaking Communities’ may be more accessible and less linguistically demanding.
Students should avoid choosing subtopics that are either too broad or too narrow, as these limit their ability to develop their ideas. For example, instead of focusing solely on the life story of a famous historical figure, students could examine the person’s contribution to their era or their influence on present and future generations. They could also draw connections with similar individuals today. Rather than discussing ‘Greek food’, students could focus on how food traditions help maintain cultural identity within migrant communities.
prepare a wide range and depth of information, ideas and opinions that demonstrate an original perspective on the subtopic. This part of the examination is not only about presenting facts but also using those facts to generate meaningful discussion. Students should research a variety of resources to compare, draw conclusions and propose solutions, rather than simply present information.
convey information learned from sources, but also express an opinion with an original perspective on their subtopic. For example, on the topic of migration, students should not only recount what happens when people migrate to another country, but also make judgements about which problems were more challenging and why, and discuss how different migrants were able to overcome these challenges.
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Some images that were chosen were quite simple, sometimes containing only one item, which made it difficult to connect the image effectively to the chosen subtopic. In some cases, students began their discussion by describing the image in detail, dedicating a large portion of the discussion to it. It is important to remember that the image should support and, if possible, advance the discussion on the subtopic, rather than dominate it.
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Several students began the discussion with a prepared one-minute introduction to the subtopic. When assessors asked follow-up questions, students responded briefly and then returned to their prepared introduction. It should be noted that the one-minute introduction was a requirement in the previous study design and is no longer required.
practise using repair strategies. To clarify questions when they are unsure, students should practise repair strategies. For example, they can say Συγγνώμη, μπορείτε να επαναλάβετε την ερώτηση (Excuse me, could you repeat the question?) or Δεν είμαι σίγουρος ότι καταλαβαίνω. Εννοείτε … (I am not sure that I understand. Do you mean …?) These strategies help ensure students fully understand the question before responding.
revise grammar to avoid the following errors:
incorrect article and gender, such as στο κουζίνα instead of η κουζίνα (the kitchen); στις καταστροφή instead of η καταστροφή (the distraction); το μύθο instead ο μύθος (the myth)
incorrect word endings, such as πιο μεγάλη ελληνική τραγούδια instead of τα πιο μεγάλα ελληνικά τραγούδια (the most well-known Greek songs) 
use of the wrong word, such as άμα πήγα (if I went) instead of όταν πήγα (when I went); χρυσή περιοχή (golden area) instead of χρυσή εποχή (golden period)
use of Anglicised expressions in Greek, such as να έχεις εμβόλιο instead of the correct Greek expression να κάνεις εμβόλιο (to get vaccinated)
build a vocabulary specific to the selected subtopic and ensure that it can be used correctly and grammatically
practise using impersonal verbs and the subjunctive when giving advice and recommendations. For example, Χρειάζεται να … (it is necessary to …); Πρέπει να … (must …); Καλό είναι να … (it is good to …)
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. Errors included incorrect accent σπανιά instead of σπάνια. 
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