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Refer to the VCE French Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed. 
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk216960593]What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Students could answer questions about themselves, their family and their leisure activities. They could explain why they chose to learn French and could demonstrate their understanding of French culture
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. Students who prepared well could provide in-depth information and talk about their interests in detail
elaborated on, clarified and defended ideas and opinions
used appropriate vocabulary, grammar and sentence structures when discussing their personal world.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
[bookmark: _Hlk216961555]practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. Although assessors base their questions on information provided by students, the wording of the questions may be different from what students have prepared. For this reason, students should revise different question types to enable the conversation to move forward
build confidence through practising interactions in the language. Students should converse in French with family, friends and other people who can speak the language, listen to French radio programs and watch French television shows and movies
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. Students should practise linking information and leading the conversation in a different direction, rather than waiting for questions from the assessors
revise grammar. Students should revise basic grammar structures, with particular emphasis on noun–gender agreement and basic verb tenses (present, past, future). Some common mistakes included: 
· noun–gender agreement: for example, using un grand ville instead of the feminine une grande ville (a big town/city), and un des raisons instead of the feminine une des raisons (one of the reasons)
· past tense: for example, using j’ai reste instead of je suis reste (I stayed), and j’ai alle instead of je suis alle (I went)
· verb tense: for example, using elle est 60 ans instead of elle a 60 ans (she is 60 years of age).
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. Some popular subtopics included Le Baron Haussmann, fast fashion, La Belle Époque, Édith Piaf and Le Panthéon
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas. Students were able to present different viewpoints and support their ideas and opinions using evidence from various sources.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit ability and interests and an image that supports discussion about the selected subtopic. Some students selected subtopics that were either too challenging or too narrow, which created significant obstacles during their discussion. When a topic was too challenging, students often lacked the necessary vocabulary and linguistic structures to express complex ideas. This resulted in superficial responses and difficulty sustaining a meaningful discussion. When a topic was too narrow, students exhausted the available content and could not develop arguments or explore different angles. This lack of depth made it hard to respond effectively to follow-up questions from assessors
prepare a wide range and depth of information, ideas and opinions with an original perspective on the subtopic. Some students demonstrated limited background knowledge on their chosen subtopic, meaning they could only recall a few isolated facts, leaving them unable to elaborate or provide nuanced perspectives
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view or presenting general knowledge as research
avoid relying on pre-learnt responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Students should make sure they understand the question before they respond. They should be careful when using rehearsed answers, as they might not address the actual question. It is always better to ask for clarification than to provide a response that might not be relevant
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Students should choose an image that will allow them to bring depth to their discussion. They should use the image as a springboard to express their thoughts and opinions on their subtopic, rather than simply describing it. They should refer to the image throughout the discussion
practise describing the relevance of the image to the subtopic. Students should ensure they choose an image that will expand on the key points of their discussion
ensure they have a solid command of the vocabulary related to their chosen subtopic. A broad and precise vocabulary allows students to express ideas clearly and respond confidently to follow-up questions. Students should review and consolidate their understanding of basic grammatical structures.
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