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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the Khmer study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, and aspects of Khmer language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective; for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. Students shared details in an informal and general way that nevertheless gave insight into their daily lives and interests
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. For example, students described playing specific sports not just for fun but also because they provide a wide range of physical and mental benefits, such as staying healthy, building strong muscles, forming friendships, improving focus, reducing stress and anxiety, and developing important life skills
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions, using linking phrases and a range of appropriate vocabulary
[bookmark: _Int_bkOvVuwW]demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity. For example, students responded with a natural flow and tempo without using fillers such as ‘umm’ or ‘err’, demonstrating confidence and fluency
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed
used appropriate vocabulary, such as វប្បធម៌ (culture), អក្សរសាស្រ្តខ្មែរ (Khmer literature) and ដើរកំសាន្ត (travel); and appropriate grammar and sentence structures, such as ការសិក្សាភាសាខ្មែរគឺវាជួយក្នុងការថែរក្សារប្រពៃណី វប្បធម៌  អក្សរសាស្រ្តខ្មែរ និងទទួលបានឳកាសការងារ។ (studying Khmer helps preserve Khmer traditions, culture and literature, and provides job opportunities)
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk212036367]build confidence through practising interactions in Khmer, including clarifying, defending and elaborating on their opinions and ideas with a broad range of information
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
revise grammar. For instance, ធ្វើ៦មុខវិជ្ជា should be រៀន៦មុខវិជ្ជា (study six subjects)
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners, such as ចំណង់ចំណូលចិត្ត (hobby), ចំណាប់អារម្មណ៍ (impression) and ផ្ទុយទៅវិញ (in contrast)
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. For example, avoid common errors such as ឈើន instead of ច្រើន (a lot), ញុំ instead of ខ្ញុំ (I), ហៀន instead of រៀន (study) and សួល instead of ស្រួល (easy)
[bookmark: _Hlk59371120]avoid using English terminology, for example, when describing school subjects. Avoid combining Khmer and English terms, such as ‘ទៅលេង city’ (visit the city), ‘ធ្វើការ part time’ (part-time job) and ‘រៀន business’ (study business).
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, alerting assessors to the image they brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, which related to the concepts of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion. For example, students maintained good eye contact, used professional language and supported their discussion with relevant examples
used appropriate vocabulary, such as ស្រ្តី (women), រាជរដ្ឋាភិបាល (government) and បរិស្ថាន (environment), and appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
responded well to open questions that required a broad understanding of available resources. 
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and interests
research their subtopic from relevant sources; include facts, statistics and real-life examples
[bookmark: _Int_PhG40cW5]prepare for a discussion about a subtopic related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, and use the supporting visual material to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth. Students should prepare thoroughly for the discussion, even if they speak Khmer very well
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
demonstrate the capacity to elaborate and reflect on information, ideas and opinions by interacting authentically with assessors; express their own opinion clearly; and be ready to discuss opposing viewpoints
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Only use an image that is directly relevant to the subtopic and ensure it contains no notes or annotations
avoid relying on pre-learnt responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Instead, preparation, practice and rehearsal are vital for success in the discussion
practise using repair strategies. For example, សូមអភ័យទោស អ្វីដែលខ្ញុំចង់និយាយគឺ … (I’m sorry, what I meant to say is …), ខ្ញុំមិនមានបំណងនិយាយ … (I did not mean to say …) or ខ្ញុំសូមបញ្ជាក់ឲ្យច្បាស់អំពីអ្វីដែលខ្ញុំបាននិយាយ … (I’d like to clarify what I said …)
[bookmark: _Hlk212032911]revise grammar. Avoid using double nouns such as ភាពអំពើពុករលួយ instead of អំពើពុករលួយ (corruption), and ការជំនឿ instead of ជំនឿ (belief)
build a vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected 
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo to avoid discussing their subtopic with a low tone or slow tempo, and build fluency and confidence.
	© VCAA
	
	


[image: ]

	© VCAA
	
	Page 3


[image: ]
image2.jpg
vammn CURRICULUM ORIA
AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY e y




image1.jpg




