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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the VCE Macedonian Study Design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
In general, students were well prepared for both the conversation and the discussion. Overall, they demonstrated a strong command of the Macedonian language, using rich phrases and correct grammatical forms, especially in the discussion. Almost all students were adequately prepared for both sections of the exam.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]Students conversed about aspects of their personal world, such as family, hobbies, interests, career aspirations and studying the Macedonian language and its significance, as well as travelling to Macedonia and experiences from their travel.
Most students competently led the conversation and understood assessors’ questions, giving detailed responses using complex sentences. Assessors asked questions relating to students’ family, school, free time, future plans, choice of future profession, and connection to Macedonia and Macedonian culture, traditions and language, as well as their experiences visiting Macedonia. 
Most students spoke fluently and responded to questions with minor language variations, using complete, complex sentences and correct grammatical structures. Students who achieved high scores came prepared to have a conversation about their personal world. They spoke about family, hobbies and school. These students were able to elaborate on a range of ideas by using various grammatical concepts and a range of sophisticated vocabulary. Complex words and phrases were used accurately: for example, историјата се повторува (history repeats itself) and да станам доктор (to become a doctor).
In 2025, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, and aspects of Macedonian language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective – for example, school and home life, family and friends, and interests and aspirations
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]Areas for improvement
Some students paused and occasionally required assistance from assessors to pronounce words and fully express their ideas. Errors were observed in the use of past tenses, prepositions of place and time, noun gender and number, and use of incorrect words or anglicisms. 
A small number of students did not understand questions containing more complex vocabulary. Assessors had to use simpler phrases and/or expressions so these students could understand the questions and respond. An example of such a question with more complex vocabulary was Кои беа твоите впечатоци при посета на Македонија? (What were your impressions when visiting Macedonia?). 
Where students were not well prepared, they were hesitant rather than confident, and could not carry the conversation forward unless prompted or asked a question. Preparation and practice will help students in future. 
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure they are ready for the conversation in terms of the relevance, depth and range of their information, ideas and opinions
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
build confidence through practising interactions in Macedonian
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
revise grammar
revise language structures with the use of prepositions such as на (on) and во (in).
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
Generally, students were well prepared. Subtopics included migration and the role of women in traditional society throughout history and up to the present day. Students confidently presented their chosen subtopic, providing detail using rich language and accurate grammatical structures. It was clear that most students had prepared to discuss several aspects of their chosen subtopic and had used various sources such as books, plays, documentary films and reliable material found online. These students were able to discuss their subtopic from a global perspective. The vocabulary they used was highly accurate and sophisticated: for example, учтиво (polite). 
Responses that scored in the higher range discussed a range of ideas and connected their supporting visual material (such as a picture/photograph) with the subtopic, effectively integrating it into the discussion. Most students were able to provide a detailed description of their visual material and what it represented, as well as its deeper meaning and connection to the subtopic. In future, students could focus on developing an even more in-depth connection between the visual material and the subtopic.
Responses in the higher range included a broad range of vocabulary suitable for the topic, with students expressing their ideas clearly and with conviction. These students demonstrated an in-depth understanding of their subtopic when questioned and used their visual material appropriately.

In 2025, students:
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion 
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
Responses that scored in the lower range did not demonstrate in-depth analysis as students were less prepared to make comparisons. These students retold the story chronologically, rather than providing a short summary of the plot and then discussing the main themes and characters. Responses in the lower range described the visual material using simplistic language and at times needed support from assessors.
Some students had rote-learned sections of information from one text and were unable to return to their subtopic after questioning from assessors. In such cases, students were hesitant and paused after explaining their visual material, waiting for assessors to carry the discussion forward. These students gave short responses and needed a lot of support.
It is highly recommended that students practise using the visual material: handling it, presenting it and showing it to assessors. Some students had to be prompted by assessors to present their visual material. Students are advised to follow VCAA guidelines and bring visual material that is no larger than A3. 
Students should practise clearly introducing the focus of their subtopic from a community and/or global perspective, and alerting assessors to the image they have brought to support the discussion of one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class. The topic should be related to the concept of Identity, Legacy, Responsibility or Sustainability.
In preparation for the examination, students could:
provide a broad range of relevant information, ideas and opinions
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
demonstrate the capacity to elaborate and reflect on information, ideas and opinions by interacting authentically with assessors
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question
practise using repair strategies
revise grammar
build a vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected.
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