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2025 VCE Tamil written external 
assessment report 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise 
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.  

Section 1 – Responding to texts  

Question 1 – Listening in Tamil and responding in 
English 

Question 1a.  
The screen-free lunchtime initiative promotes: 

• social interaction 
• creativity 
• physical activity. 

The majority of responses provided all three points and obtained full marks. ‘Connection with the community’, 
‘create bonds with others’, ‘exercise and fitness’, ‘encourage exercise’, ‘improve body function’, ‘body 
movement’ and ‘physical work’ were some of the phrases that were awarded marks. 

Some students responded with the same idea of ‘physical activity’ in different forms on each of the three 
bullet points and so were not awarded full marks. For example:   

• helps students be more active during lunchtime 
• allows them to be healthy and take care of their health 
• helps them with stress and mental health issues.   

Students should find different ideas/information for each bullet point. 

Question 1b.  
Planned seasonal activities were: 

• basketball in summer  
• football/soccer in winter. 

‘Footy’ and ‘kickball’ were also awarded marks. 
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Question 1c. 
Parental involvement in activities:  

• They can volunteer to supervise the proposed lunchtime activities. 
• If they have a background in any of the listed sports, they can coach the students. 

Words and phrases used instead of ‘supervise’, such as ‘guide’, ‘oversee’ and ‘overlook’, were awarded 
marks. Likewise, words and phrases used instead of ‘coach’, such as ‘teach’, ‘train’ and ‘show how to play’, 
were also awarded marks. 

Some responses were ‘The parents can help their children to select suitable activities for each term’, ‘They 
can watch and enjoy / encourage their children to play’, and ‘Parents experienced in playing these sports can 
play and take part’.  

Question 2 – Listening and responding in Tamil 

Question 2a. 
Arguments used by the daughter to persuade her father: 

• mtSf;Ff; fz;gupNrhjidapy; cjt tpUg;gk;. (She would like to help with vision testing.) 
• mj;Jld; kj;jpa x];Nuypahitg; ghu;itaplTk; tpUg;gk;. (She would like to visit Central Australia.) 
• tuyhw;W Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;j ,lq;fisg; ghu;itapLtjpypUe;J gytw;iwj; jhd; mwpe;Jnfhs;syhk; vd;fpwhs. (She 

can learn a lot from visiting historically important places.) 
• jdJ tpUg;gq;;fs; Mu;tq;fis xj;j tpUg;gq;fs; Mu;tq;fisAilatu;fisr; re;jpg;gjhy; Gjpa ez;gu;fis cUthf;fyhk. 

(She can make new friends as she’ll meet people who share similar interests.) 
• jdJ ghlrhiyf;fhyk; Kbtiltjd;Kd; jhd; jd;ghl;bNyNa gazQ;nra;ayhk; vd;W je;ij nfhLj;j thf;iff; 

fhg;ghw;wNtz;Lk; vd;fpwhs;. (Her father should keep his promise of allowing her to travel solo before she 
finishes school.) 

Most of the responses obtained full marks for this question. They explained the answer clearly, 
demonstrating a very thorough understanding of the text by conveying all relevant aspects of the text using 
accurate and appropriate vocabulary and grammar, and appropriate starting and concluding clauses. For 
example: jdJ je;ijiag; gpd;tUk; thjq;fis Kd;itj;Jr; rk;kjpf;fitf;fpwhs; (She persuades her father by 
presenting the following arguments); je;ijahu; jkpo;r; rhg;ghL> ntg;gk; Mfpa fhuzq;fisf; $wpj; jl;bf;fopj;jNghJk; 

xt;nthd;Wf;Fk; gjpy;$wp ,Wjpahf> mtu; nfhLj;j thf;iff; fhg;ghw;wNtz;Lk; vd;W Nfl;L mtuJ rk;kjj;ijg; 

ngw;Wf;nfhz;lhs; (When the father discourages her by bringing up reasons such as Tamil food and the heat, 
she responds to each one and in the end asks him to keep his promise and ultimately gets his approval).   

Responses that did not receive full marks for this question did not include the last piece of information about 
keeping his promise. Some of them missed relevant words such as kj;jpa (central) and fz;gupNrhjid (eye 
test).  

Some students provided their own arguments and were therefore not awarded a mark. 
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Question 2b. 
Challenges she may face: 

• mtshy; ntg;gj;ijj; jhq;fKbahJ (can’t tolerate the heat) 
• ,U thuq;fSf;Fj; jkpo;r;rhg;ghL ,y;yhky; mtshy;; rkhspf;f KbahJ (managing without Tamil food for two 

weeks) 
• mtSf;Fg; ghk;Gfs; vd;why; gak; (scared of snakes) 

Most responses received full marks for this question.  

Question 3 – Reading and listening in Tamil, 
responding in English 

Question 3a. 
Special features of the area around Pannilam Inn: 

• Pannilam is surrounded by eye-catching scenery such as rainforests, beautiful sandy beaches and tall 
waterfalls with ever-flowing water, and there are dense mangroves that can be seen near the inn. (It 
was not expected that students write all features to get one mark.) 

• There is also an animal sanctuary right next to the inn. 

Other ways of saying sanctuary, such as 'protected area', 'enclosure', 'rescue centre' or 'a place where 
animals can be looked after', were accepted and awarded a mark. 

Many responses missed the ‘sanctuary’ and listed various types of animals, and so they received only one 
mark for this question.  

Some responses consisted of the students’ own general knowledge and did not include answers that were in 
the text and were therefore not awarded a mark. Students are advised to answer the questions based only 
on the information or ideas given in the text. 

Question 3b. 
Safety advice in the compendium: 

• It advises us not to touch or feed the wild animals, as some of them can deliver nasty bites, and to 
maintain a distance and leave them be. 

• It asks us when visiting the waterfall to be aware that the rocks can be slippery. We need to wear non-
slip shoes and follow the hiking trail. 

• At the beach it is recommended that we should swim in the dedicated swimming area. Other areas are 
very popular for jet skis and boats and therefore dangerous for swimmers. 

Some students obtained full marks for this question.  

Some students elaborated on only one suggested piece of advice in all three bullet points. For example:  

• People should not touch these animals as some animals may bite. 
• People should not feed these animals. 
• People should leave these animals alone.  

Such responses obtained only one mark for the first point. 
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Question 3c. 
Aran’s planned research: 

• the food habits of the animals in the region 
• how animals behave in extreme heat 
• more information about the nocturnal cat that can be found in the area. 

Responses that did not receive full marks for this question used ‘climate change’ and ‘weather change’ for 
‘extreme heat’.  

Question 3d.  
Summarise how the wildlife in this region has been affected by human activity: 

• The sanctuary is also a rescue centre for injured wildlife in the region. 
• Trees are planted by willing guests to re-establish a suitable habitat for the animals. 
• In the previous decade this area was a rich breeding ground for marine life, but lately the numbers have 

greatly declined. Due to this, fishing is strictly prohibited. 
• When someone visits the beach, they are asked to take their rubbish with them when they leave, 

otherwise it can end up in the ocean and waterways, which is harmful to marine life.  
• It is people’s responsibility to keep the kitchen clear of any food scraps that attract local animals. This 

protects the local wildlife from getting sick. 
• Animals have changed from their wild nature due to contact with guests at the inn. They interact with 

humans so much. 
• The lighting is restricted to protect the nocturnal habits of wildlife. This means that torches and mobile 

phones need to be on a low light setting. 

Some students received full marks for this question. They were able to analyse general and specific relevant 
information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives from both texts and convey them in their own words and 
sentences. Some mentioned which text(s) they sourced each point/answer from – for example, ‘According to 
the conversation … and from the reading Text 3A…’ – or put the relevant text in brackets.  

Responses that did not obtain full marks for this question did not identify that the animal sanctuary is also a 
kind of human activity and interaction, and did not mention tree planting to re-establish habitat. Some 
responses included general information on climate change such as ‘increase in carbon dioxide levels’ and 
were not awarded marks for this, while others mentioned that plastic waste can affect sea creatures and limit 
their reproduction, or that plastic waste and toxic chemicals are the main reason for climate change.  

Section 2 – Creating texts 

Question 4 – Reading and responding in Tamil  
Students were asked to read a pamphlet about restoring the use of traditional Tamil language and write a 
blog post to persuade their peers to join in. Some responses obtained full marks for this question. They used 
minimal words from the pamphlet and instead used similar terms and synonyms in their responses. Some 
students cleverly mentioned that they had attached the link to the pamphlet and asked the audience to refer 
to it. They effectively employed persuasive vocabulary and sentence structure to encourage immediate 
action. High-scoring responses addressed most of the stimuli provided in the text, such as: 

• free to join  
• consulted with similar individuals like you  
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• universal pronunciation 
• speaking Tamil without mixing words from different languages  
• finding words from traditional Tamil literature for modern technical vocabulary or the creation of new 

words  
• international approaches 
• inspiration to take action today. 

High-scoring responses opened with a short introduction about the seriousness of the current situation and 
effectively incorporated proverbs and idioms that suited the context.  

Responses that obtained full marks included subheadings and declarative sentences at the end. They 
evoked a strong desire and sense of urgency in the reader to take immediate action and join the cause 
without delay. The following is from a high-scoring response: 

'fhw;Ws;sNghNj Jhw;wpf;nfhs;.’ mupa re;ju;g;gj;ij ehk; eOt tplf;$lhJ vdJ ez;gu;fNs! (‘Dust it while there is air’, 
we mustn’t miss this rare opportunity my friends!) 

Low-scoring responses consisted of composed articles, or were written from memory, on ‘The importance of 
Tamil’, ‘The benefits of learning Tamil’, ‘The culture and traditions of Tamils’ or ‘Thai Pongal’, without relating 
them to the new website or stimuli provided in the text. Some contained proverbs and idioms that were 
unrelated to the context or preceding sentences, or they reused the same proverbs and idioms in multiple 
questions, even repeating the same one multiple times within the same response. Students must remember 
that assessors do not simply award marks for every proverb and idiom included in a response. Relevant and 
appropriate proverbs and idioms can be used to strengthen and reinforce students’ arguments and points of 
view.  

Many low-scoring responses used only one or two points from the text and contained an introduction that did 
not include relevant information and was not persuasive. Students should note that even if the response 
includes excellent use of the language, if it does not include points from the text that relate to the required 
task, then it will not be awarded high marks. 

Questions 5 and 6 – Writing in Tamil 

Question 5  
Students were asked to write an imaginative story from the perspective of someone in the supplied image of 
a very crowded bus with people on its roof. High-scoring responses connected their stories to the bus, 
describing its situation and how they boarded it. They demonstrated strong imaginative story-writing skills 
with a clear setting, defined characters, a clear sequence of events, challenge(s) for the protagonist, a 
resolution and a main message.  

The following phrases and sentences are from high-scoring responses: 

NgUe;jpd; $iuapypUe;J ,wq;Fk;tiu Njtij xd;W vd;Dld; Ngrpf;nfhz;L vdJ ifiag; gpbj;J MWjy; 

nrhy;ypf;nfhz;bUe;jJ vd;W nrhd;dhy; vdJ mk;kh$l ek;gkhl;lhu;. (Even my mother would not believe it if I 
said that an angel held my hand and comfortingly spoke to me until I got down from the roof of the bus.) 

jd;id mwpahkNy vdJ rpwpataJj; jq;if rhg;gpl;l thiog;goj;jpd; Njhiy rhsuj;jpd; topNa vwpa NgUe;jpd; FWf;Nf 

mjpf Neuk; midtUNk gag;gLk; tifapy epd;w ahid> mj; Njhiy Nehf;fp mira> rhujp NgUe;ijg; gj;jpukhf 

Xl;lj;njhlq;fpdhu;. (Without thinking, my little sister threw the banana peel out of the window, and just as the 
elephant that had been blocking the bus started moving toward it, the driver carefully began to drive.) 

Some very high-scoring responses started with a small letter to the editor to accept their story for the 
competition.  
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Responses that did not score highly contained narrative pieces about personal experiences or difficulties 
without any link to the bus or situation depicted in the supplied image. More often than not, the other 
characters mentioned in their responses were family members and friends.  

Students should carefully read the five assessment criteria, stated above Questions 5 and 6, before writing 
their responses. Some students wrote sentences of a high standard; however, they were unable to meet the 
first three assessment criteria so did not score well.  

Question 6  
Students were asked to write an informative article for a local newspaper about a Tamil-speaking person 
who has been recognised for their contribution to Tamil-speaking communities in Australia. 

Students were expected to select a real or fictional individual, provide a description of their early life and life 
in Australia, and discuss the range of valuable contributions they made to Tamil-speaking communities here. 
They were also expected to elaborate on these contributions and explain their significance to the Tamil 
community and how they have been recognised for their efforts, and comment on their legacy or what it may 
look like.  

Some students responded very well and obtained very high scores in this question.  

The following phrases and sentences are from high-scoring responses: 

ehk; vt;thW Mq;fpyj;ijr; rpwg;ghfg; NgrpdhYk; vkJ milahsk; jkpo;jhd; vd;gij typAWj;jp ehk; xUtUf;nfhUtu; 

tpl;Lf;nfhLj;J cjtpnra;J xw;Wikahfr; nraw;gl;lhy; kl;LNk vkJ r%fk; xU nfsutkhd r%fkhf ,e;j ehl;by; 

kjpf;fg;gLk; vd;gijg; gy $l;lq;fspy; typAWj;jp Kd;khjpupahf ele;Jnfhs;gtu;jhd; jpU gp. NtYg;gps;is mtu;fs;. (Mr 
Veluppillai is a person who leads by example in emphasising at many gatherings that even if we speak 
English very well, our identity remains Tamil and that only if we each compromise, help each other and 
act collectively can our community be respected with dignity in this country.) 

mtUf;F x];Nuypa murhq;fk;  rpwe;j jkpo; x];Nuypau; vd;w tpUij toq;fpAs;sJ. (The Australian government 
awarded him The Best Australian Tamil Award.) 

mNj rkaj;jpy; vkf;Fg; ghJfhg;igAk; gy tha;g;Gf;fisAk; je;Js;s ,e;j ehl;Lf;Ff; ifkhW nra;tJ ek; 

xt;nthUtUila flikahFk;. jpU rjhrptk; mtu;fs; vq;fs; midtUf;Fk; xU Kd;khjpupahf kpspu;fpwhu; vd;why; mJ 

kpifay;y. (At the same time, it is the duty of each one of us to give back to this country that has provided 
us with safety and many opportunities. Saying that Mr Sadasivam shines as a role model for all of us is 
no exaggeration.) 

x];Nuypah ,d;W gy;NtW fyhr;rhuq;fSk; nkhopfSk; xd;wpize;j Njrkhf tpsq;Ffpd;wJ. cyfpd; gy ghfq;fspYkpUe;J 

FbNawpa kf;fs; ,e;ehl;bd; tsu;r;rpapy; gq;fhw;Wfpd;whu;fs;. mtu;fspy; jkpo;NgRk; kf;fs; jq;fs; ciog;G> fy;tp. kw;Wk; r%f 

Nritapd; Kyk; x];NuypahTf;Fg; ngUik Nru;j;Js;sdu;. ,t;thwhdtu;fspy; xUtu; lhf;lu; fz;zd; mtu;fs;. (Australia 
today functions as a country where various cultures and languages come together. People who have 
immigrated from many parts of the world contribute to the country's development. Among them, Tamil-
speaking people have brought pride to Australia through their hard work, education and community 
service. One such person is Dr Kannan.) 

Students wrote about a variety of people, including doctors, sports people, musicians, social workers and 
Tamil celebrities.  

Low-scoring responses focused on their Tamil school organisers and the Tamil teaching or cultural events 
organised by them. Some students wrote about real people from Tamil Nadu, such as a famous poet, CEO, 
sportsperson or music director, who did not visit Australia.  

Some students had memorised articles about Tamil, Tamil culture and Tamil festivals and simply reproduced 
them in their written examinations without selecting ideas or sentences relevant to the questions or adapting 
the content to suit the question. Students should note that this method will not help them achieve a high 
score. 
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