VVICTURIAN CURRICULUM "TORIA
AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY Government

2025 VCE Tamil written external
assessment report

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Responding to texts

Question 1 — Listening in Tamil and responding in
English

Question 1a.

The screen-free lunchtime initiative promotes:

e social interaction
e  creativity
e  physical activity.

The majority of responses provided all three points and obtained full marks. ‘Connection with the community’,
‘create bonds with others’, ‘exercise and fitness’, ‘encourage exercise’, ‘improve body function’, ‘body
movement’ and ‘physical work’ were some of the phrases that were awarded marks.

Some students responded with the same idea of ‘physical activity’ in different forms on each of the three
bullet points and so were not awarded full marks. For example:

e helps students be more active during lunchtime
e allows them to be healthy and take care of their health
e helps them with stress and mental health issues.

Students should find different ideas/information for each bullet point.

Question 1b.

Planned seasonal activities were:

. basketball in summer
e football/soccer in winter.

‘Footy’ and ‘kickball’ were also awarded marks.
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Question 1c.

Parental involvement in activities:

e They can volunteer to supervise the proposed lunchtime activities.
o Ifthey have a background in any of the listed sports, they can coach the students.

Words and phrases used instead of ‘supervise’, such as ‘guide’, ‘oversee’ and ‘overlook’, were awarded
marks. Likewise, words and phrases used instead of ‘coach’, such as ‘teach’, ‘train’ and ‘show how to play’,
were also awarded marks.

Some responses were ‘The parents can help their children to select suitable activities for each term’, ‘They
can watch and enjoy / encourage their children to play’, and ‘Parents experienced in playing these sports can
play and take part’.

Question 2 — Listening and responding in Tamil

Question 2a.

Arguments used by the daughter to persuade her father:

*  Samses seufbstsmeania o s affmiun. (She would like to help with vision testing.)

o sipgiLar LEHL gevlrelutemel urFmaul_eb afiwiun. (She would like to visit Central Australia.)

L] ureThm (PsHwsSieud eurlps L hiseel urjensuull@oudled(hhg useubenms STET MBS QsTeTeTeTLD 6T EDT6T. (She
can learn a lot from visiting historically important places.)

. sl ell(hUumssT JATeuhsmen @55 afl(BUURGH ATEUBSMMYML WoITEmME FEFIULSTO LEW BETTUISEmET & (HeuTS&eLD.
(She can make new friends as she’ll meet people who share similar interests.)

(] BTG LML FTeDevbHMeD (LG 6UeDL uSET (LT SMesT SaumL’iq Goobw uwesorghQFliweond sTar @ shens Qs1OEs curdensd
stiunponGausi@n srarsprst. (Her father should keep his promise of allowing her to travel solo before she
finishes school.)

Most of the responses obtained full marks for this question. They explained the answer clearly,
demonstrating a very thorough understanding of the text by conveying all relevant aspects of the text using
accurate and appropriate vocabulary and grammar, and appropriate starting and concluding clauses. For
example: sarg speosmul Waeumbd aurshsme Wamausss sbodssomausdprsr (She persuades her father by
presenting the following arguments); speosuri s.pé sniun®, Geutud HHw sreTEsmas Bl 5L ssyss0uTHID
QeaIdanes QsGL uloam Pl §uHurs, JlauT CsTREs auTsmaes srULTHPCUETEL ey G5B lurg FbLSEmSU
QupmisQsremimst (When the father discourages her by bringing up reasons such as Tamil food and the heat,
she responds to each one and in the end asks him to keep his promise and ultimately gets his approval).

Responses that did not receive full marks for this question did not include the last piece of information about
keeping his promise. Some of them missed relevant words such as wsgw (central) and sesiufCergenar (€Y€E
test).

Some students provided their own arguments and were therefore not awarded a mark.
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Question 2b.

Challenges she may face:

L] Sleuemred QeuliuGenss STES (LW S (can’t tolerate the heat)

. QA UTTESEEGS sSUIPFsTILTH GeLeTosd DieustTed FOTeldEs (LW (managing without Tamil food for two
weeks)

o Sums@l utbyss srarpre wwib (Scared of snakes)

Most responses received full marks for this question.

Question 3 — Reading and listening in Tamil,
responding in English

Question 3a.

Special features of the area around Pannilam Inn:

e Pannilam is surrounded by eye-catching scenery such as rainforests, beautiful sandy beaches and tall
waterfalls with ever-flowing water, and there are dense mangroves that can be seen near the inn. (It
was not expected that students write all features to get one mark.)

e There is also an animal sanctuary right next to the inn.

Other ways of saying sanctuary, such as 'protected area’, 'enclosure’, 'rescue centre' or 'a place where
animals can be looked after', were accepted and awarded a mark.

Many responses missed the ‘sanctuary’ and listed various types of animals, and so they received only one
mark for this question.

Some responses consisted of the students’ own general knowledge and did not include answers that were in
the text and were therefore not awarded a mark. Students are advised to answer the questions based only
on the information or ideas given in the text.

Question 3b.

Safety advice in the compendium:

e It advises us not to touch or feed the wild animals, as some of them can deliver nasty bites, and to
maintain a distance and leave them be.

e It asks us when visiting the waterfall to be aware that the rocks can be slippery. We need to wear non-
slip shoes and follow the hiking trail.

e At the beach it is recommended that we should swim in the dedicated swimming area. Other areas are
very popular for jet skis and boats and therefore dangerous for swimmers.

Some students obtained full marks for this question.
Some students elaborated on only one suggested piece of advice in all three bullet points. For example:

e  People should not touch these animals as some animals may bite.
e  People should not feed these animals.
e  People should leave these animals alone.

Such responses obtained only one mark for the first point.
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Question 3c.

Aran’s planned research:

o the food habits of the animals in the region
° how animals behave in extreme heat
° more information about the nocturnal cat that can be found in the area.

Responses that did not receive full marks for this question used ‘climate change’ and ‘weather change’ for
‘extreme heat'.

Question 3d.

Summarise how the wildlife in this region has been affected by human activity:

e The sanctuary is also a rescue centre for injured wildlife in the region.

e Trees are planted by willing guests to re-establish a suitable habitat for the animals.

e Inthe previous decade this area was a rich breeding ground for marine life, but lately the numbers have
greatly declined. Due to this, fishing is strictly prohibited.

o When someone visits the beach, they are asked to take their rubbish with them when they leave,
otherwise it can end up in the ocean and waterways, which is harmful to marine life.

o ltis people’s responsibility to keep the kitchen clear of any food scraps that attract local animals. This
protects the local wildlife from getting sick.

¢ Animals have changed from their wild nature due to contact with guests at the inn. They interact with
humans so much.

e The lighting is restricted to protect the nocturnal habits of wildlife. This means that torches and mobile
phones need to be on a low light setting.

Some students received full marks for this question. They were able to analyse general and specific relevant
information, ideas, opinions and/or perspectives from both texts and convey them in their own words and
sentences. Some mentioned which text(s) they sourced each point/answer from — for example, ‘According to
the conversation ... and from the reading Text 3A..." — or put the relevant text in brackets.

Responses that did not obtain full marks for this question did not identify that the animal sanctuary is also a
kind of human activity and interaction, and did not mention tree planting to re-establish habitat. Some
responses included general information on climate change such as ‘increase in carbon dioxide levels’ and
were not awarded marks for this, while others mentioned that plastic waste can affect sea creatures and limit
their reproduction, or that plastic waste and toxic chemicals are the main reason for climate change.

Section 2 — Creating texts

Question 4 — Reading and responding in Tamil

Students were asked to read a pamphlet about restoring the use of traditional Tamil language and write a
blog post to persuade their peers to join in. Some responses obtained full marks for this question. They used
minimal words from the pamphlet and instead used similar terms and synonyms in their responses. Some
students cleverly mentioned that they had attached the link to the pamphlet and asked the audience to refer
to it. They effectively employed persuasive vocabulary and sentence structure to encourage immediate
action. High-scoring responses addressed most of the stimuli provided in the text, such as:

e freetojoin
e  consulted with similar individuals like you
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e universal pronunciation

e speaking Tamil without mixing words from different languages

o finding words from traditional Tamil literature for modern technical vocabulary or the creation of new
words

e international approaches

e inspiration to take action today.

High-scoring responses opened with a short introduction about the seriousness of the current situation and
effectively incorporated proverbs and idioms that suited the context.

Responses that obtained full marks included subheadings and declarative sentences at the end. They
evoked a strong desire and sense of urgency in the reader to take immediate action and join the cause
without delay. The following is from a high-scoring response:

‘s pustarCurCs Gimpmé Qe Sflu epsTiusemE 1D Bgey efidelngl ogl BevuisGer! (‘Dust it while there is air’,
we mustn’t miss this rare opportunity my friends!)

Low-scoring responses consisted of composed articles, or were written from memory, on ‘The importance of
Tamil’, “The benefits of learning Tamil’, ‘The culture and traditions of Tamils’ or ‘Thai Pongal’, without relating
them to the new website or stimuli provided in the text. Some contained proverbs and idioms that were
unrelated to the context or preceding sentences, or they reused the same proverbs and idioms in multiple
questions, even repeating the same one multiple times within the same response. Students must remember
that assessors do not simply award marks for every proverb and idiom included in a response. Relevant and
appropriate proverbs and idioms can be used to strengthen and reinforce students’ arguments and points of
view.

Many low-scoring responses used only one or two points from the text and contained an introduction that did
not include relevant information and was not persuasive. Students should note that even if the response
includes excellent use of the language, if it does not include points from the text that relate to the required
task, then it will not be awarded high marks.

Questions 5 and 6 — Writing in Tamil

Question 5

Students were asked to write an imaginative story from the perspective of someone in the supplied image of
a very crowded bus with people on its roof. High-scoring responses connected their stories to the bus,
describing its situation and how they boarded it. They demonstrated strong imaginative story-writing skills
with a clear setting, defined characters, a clear sequence of events, challenge(s) for the protagonist, a
resolution and a main message.

The following phrases and sentences are from high-scoring responses:
BuBBEST s enTue(HEg QPE@Gboaer Csams @ty aai@iL o CuAsLsTaH Targ samwul Ngds Bbniseo
QsrereflEQsnemiy (hEsS ey Qsraiamme g wbwreal pouwor L. (Even my mother would not believe it if |
said that an angel held my hand and comfortingly spoke to me until | got down from the roof of the bus.)
gatenear JAPlwrnCe aarg APluaugd shens st L aumepplupsdlar Carene eremsdler auflew erlw CuHBHET & miscs
SiFs CrIb JewareuhHow LWILGL euemsulln Bla@m wreder, i Carenen CETéEE Jewsw, g1rgl CumHbesl usHTLTSE
gL s@srmsfemy. (Without thinking, my little sister threw the banana peel out of the window, and just as the
elephant that had been blocking the bus started moving toward it, the driver carefully began to drive.)

Some very high-scoring responses started with a small letter to the editor to accept their story for the
competition.
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Responses that did not score highly contained narrative pieces about personal experiences or difficulties
without any link to the bus or situation depicted in the supplied image. More often than not, the other
characters mentioned in their responses were family members and friends.

Students should carefully read the five assessment criteria, stated above Questions 5 and 6, before writing
their responses. Some students wrote sentences of a high standard; however, they were unable to meet the
first three assessment criteria so did not score well.

Question 6

Students were asked to write an informative article for a local newspaper about a Tamil-speaking person
who has been recognised for their contribution to Tamil-speaking communities in Australia.

Students were expected to select a real or fictional individual, provide a description of their early life and life
in Australia, and discuss the range of valuable contributions they made to Tamil-speaking communities here.
They were also expected to elaborate on these contributions and explain their significance to the Tamil
community and how they have been recognised for their efforts, and comment on their legacy or what it may
look like.

Some students responded very well and obtained very high scores in this question.

The following phrases and sentences are from high-scoring responses:
B eTeleuTm ArEEwSmss Fplursl BuAEITaILD TG DlevLwrend SOPSTET TaTLeDs uedumbs) Brd QhouhHE0&T(Heul
o 0&0s10s8 2 saN0siig gbhaoewurss Qeubul’L md LU GO awg Fepsd @ Osameuwta FepswTs QB HIL G0
WEAESIUELD eTaTUmSN Lo &l L Bsalsd euelymisd) (parordflurs BLbsistdusufsrar gl M. Cougulifsienst DieuTser, (MI’
Veluppillai is a person who leads by example in emphasising at many gatherings that even if we speak
English very well, our identity remains Tamil and that only if we each compromise, help each other and
act collectively can our community be respected with dignity in this country.)

e @ovlrolu Sirsrisd  fpbs sWPD QaLCraluT eTE el(heng eupPhHS TSI (The Australian government
awarded him The Best Australian Tamil Award.)

96 FLWEHL TLSGU UTGISTUOLWLD U eumlliysseneryd shoisien Qbs BILOéGs eswrm OFlsug b
QeldeunhaumHmLW SLwwi@h. S a1 JlauTss ahass JmaTamesSD Qb Wawrgflurs Wei&prT aapred g
Bemswee. (At the same time, it is the duty of each one of us to give back to this country that has provided
us with safety and many opportunities. Saying that Mr Sadasivam shines as a role model for all of us is
no exaggeration.)

@ev8reflur Qarm by sorEsmrEsEL Qumfleed gaomanhs Cssw0Ts aflambGHETDS. 2 &El& U UTEhHSMNWILHES
GY-Cuplu wEs6T QBETL G susTjEdulled LRGTHISGTOTTSE, JAsuTsefed SLOIPCLHD WES6 Fhss o iy, seall, LOHOID Feps
Bsemouufla (oud gedlreilwneyéEl Gumen CsTgisonary, @elourpreTauTseie QHoUT LISLT Seorewrar SHeuissr. (Australia
today functions as a country where various cultures and languages come together. People who have
immigrated from many parts of the world contribute to the country's development. Among them, Tamil-
speaking people have brought pride to Australia through their hard work, education and community
service. One such person is Dr Kannan.)

Students wrote about a variety of people, including doctors, sports people, musicians, social workers and
Tamil celebrities.

Low-scoring responses focused on their Tamil school organisers and the Tamil teaching or cultural events
organised by them. Some students wrote about real people from Tamil Nadu, such as a famous poet, CEO,
sportsperson or music director, who did not visit Australia.

Some students had memorised articles about Tamil, Tamil culture and Tamil festivals and simply reproduced
them in their written examinations without selecting ideas or sentences relevant to the questions or adapting
the content to suit the question. Students should note that this method will not help them achieve a high
score.
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