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VCE Foundation Mathematics FAQs
VCE Foundation Mathematics Frequently asked questions
Where can I find support materials?
[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Support materials can be found on the VCE Foundation Mathematics study design webpage, which contains links to the study design and teacher support material covering planning, teaching and learning, and assessment. Materials to support assessment, including past examinations can be found on the VCE Foundation Mathematics past examinations, examination specifications and external assessment reports webpage.
Can VCE Foundation Mathematics fulfil enrolment requirements for the VCE Vocational Major? 
Yes. VCE Foundation Mathematics can fulfil the Numeracy requirement of the VCE Vocational Major. More information regarding the eligibility requirements for the Vocational Major can be found on the VCE Vocational Major webpage on the VCAA website.
Are Units 3 and 4 of VCE Foundation Mathematics accepted by tertiary institutions where ‘any mathematics’ is listed as a prerequisite? 
The most accurate information can be found on the VTAC website. 
Are students expected to solve simultaneous equations algebraically? Are they expected to perform both the substitution and elimination methods and what type of numbers are they expected to do this with?
Simultaneous equations and their graphical and algebraic solutions form part of the key knowledge and key skills for VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 3 and 4, sitting in Outcome 1 under the Area of Study of Algebra, Number and Structure. Students need to be familiar with elimination, substitution, graphical or any other relevant approach. The number types used should be consistent with those expected in the VCE Foundation Mathematics study design.
What is the extent of expected arithmetic for rational numbers, whole numbers, fractions and decimals?
Rational numbers, whole numbers, fractions and decimals are mentioned numerous times in the study design, indicating that students should be familiar with these content elements. Students are permitted to use a scientific calculator, so many of these arithmetic processes will be enabled by this technology. 


Is Pythagoras’ theorem assumed knowledge?
Yes, the assumed knowledge and skills for VCE Foundation Mathematics includes the content specified in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 Mathematics, which mentions Pythagoras’ theorem at Levels 8, 9 
and 10.
Are trigonometric ratios assumed knowledge?
Student should be familiar with the basic trigonometric ratios for the purpose of calculating length in simple practical scenarios.
What is the extent to which students need to engage with mean and standard deviations? Are formulas required?
Students need to understand that data and distributions may be described in terms of their central tendency (mean) and spread (standard deviation). Complicated calculations or formulas are not expected.
What types of data displays are students expected to know?
[bookmark: _Hlk218517348]Students are expected to know all the types covered in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 Mathematics, including box plots, stem-and-leaf plots, dot plots and histograms, as well as the contemporary types listed in the study design for VCE Foundation Mathematics, including pictograms, bubble, Mekko, radar, sunburst, heat map and stacked area charts. 
To what extent are interval estimates and confidence intervals present in VCE Foundation Mathematics?
Interval estimates are only present to the extent of students being able to suggest reasonable upper and lower values from which a number may have been drawn. There is no expectation that students engage with or compute approximate confidence intervals.
Can students use CAS calculators?
CAS calculators are not permitted for the examination, but they may be used to support teaching and learning as an enabling technology.
Is Unit 1 and 2 content assessable in Unit 3 and 4 examinations?
[bookmark: _Hlk218517993]Yes. Assumed knowledge and skills for VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are contained in VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 1 and 2 and may be drawn on as applicable. Similarly, content from the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 Mathematics may also be drawn on as applicable.
Can a student write in pencil on the examination?
It is recommended that students write responses in blue or black pen. This is to ensure clear and legible responses, especially for those examinations that are scanned and delivered to assessors through the computer-based marking system. Pencils may be used provided that they are dark lead (such as 2B pencil); however, when writing, please ensure that responses are not smudged.


Can a student write outside the lines on the examination? What happens when they run out of space?
The instructions on the examinations state that students are to ‘Answer all questions in the spaces provided’. This is usually the lined space directly below the question. If a student requires more space for their response, they should clearly indicate to the assessor where the extra working can be found.
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