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Webinar overview

• The VCAA

• Study Designs

• Teacher support material

• S/N results and graded assessment

• Redemption

• Graded Distribution



The VCAA

The VCAA is a statutory authority primarily accountable to the 

Minister for Education, serving both government and non-

government schools.

The VCAA was established under the repealed Victorian 

Curriculum and Assessment Authority Act 2000 and continues 

to operate under the Education and Training Reform Act 

2006 (the Act).



The VCAA

Curriculum

• Victorian F-10 Curriculum

• VCE –including  the VCE VM

• VET

• VPC

Contact the VCAA about:

• Unit 3 and 4 examinations

• Curriculum 

• VET Program 

• VASS

• Student Records and Results

• Study scores

• VCE and or VPC 

policy/compliance 



The VCE Unit

• VCE, including VCE VM

• VPC

• Study designs

• Audit – Administrative and subject-specific

• VCE offshore program 

• Higher Education Studies (HES)

• Permission to deliver the VCE and/or the VPC



Help that is available
VCAA Website

2026 VCE Administrative Handbook 



Study Designs 



Study Pages



Study Designs
• The study design is the one source of truth for your study.

• The study design is examinable not textbooks or interactive websites.

• Key Knowledge and Key Skills are the core of every study design. Some studies 

also include additional required knowledge or agreed definitions. For example:

‒ Music elements, concepts and language

‒ Key Science Skills

‒ Subsystems, metalanguage, linguistic theories

You will find this in the study design before the Unit 1 description. Does your 

study design have this?



Study designs have assessment 

guides
• At the end of each Outcome there is a guide for teachers to select from a range 

of different assessment types.

• The principles of assessment document should be read in conjunction with this 

section of the study design when planning your school-based assessments.

• Do not use the same assessments multiple years in a row.

• One assessment does not need to address all KK and KS. It needs to address 

the Outcome.



Unit 3 and 4 Assessment

Remember you have the 

assessment support material 

on your studies’ website 

page to support you too.



Teacher checklist p.126



Principles of VCE assessment 

Valid and 
reasonable Equitable

Balanced Efficient



School-based assessment

For all VCE units, schools must inform each student in writing at the beginning of 

each VCE unit of the following:

✓ all set work and assessment tasks they must complete to achieve an S for the unit and the 

conditions under which the work is to be completed

✓ all school-based assessment they must complete for the assessment of levels of 

achievement and the conditions under which the school-based assessment is to be 

completed

✓ requirements for class attendance

✓ instructions on how to submit work

✓ timelines and deadlines for completing work.



Satisfactory Completion Vs Graded 

Assessment

• Teachers will separate S and N judgements from levels of 

achievement (scored assessment), basing the decision 

about satisfactory completion on my judgement of the 

student’s overall performance in a combination of set work 

(learning activities) and assessment tasks (including school-

based assessment) related to the outcomes. 
(Handbook: Page 126)



Satisfactory Completion Vs Graded Assessment

Two decisions teachers need to make

‒ Has the student met the Outcome? (S/N)

‒ What level of achievement did they get?

The decision to award an S for the unit must be distinct from 

the assessment of levels of achievement. 

The VCAA encourages teachers to use a range of measures 

other than numerical performance on assessment tasks when 

determining the result of an outcome. (Handbook: Page 6)



Satisfactory completion
To satisfactorily complete a VCE unit (including VCE 

VM units), students:

• must demonstrate their achievement of the set of 

outcomes as specified in the study design

• receive an S (satisfactory) for a unit if the teacher 

determines that the student has:

- produced work that demonstrates they have met the 

outcomes for that study

- submitted work that is clearly their own.



Not Satisfactory Completion

The student will receive an N (not satisfactory) for the unit when one or more of the 

following occurs:

× the work does not demonstrate achievement of the outcomes

× the student has failed to meet a school deadline for the school-based assessment task 

(which can include time granted through an extension for any reason or a Special 

Provision or both)

× the work cannot be authenticated, for example, through lack of attendance

× there has been a substantial breach of the VCAA’s rules and the school’s rules and 

procedures.



Redemption

• When a student has received an N for an outcome, they must be given the 

opportunity to redeem the outcome.

• The teacher must provide further and alternative opportunities 

• Can include:

‒ Class work, or 

‒ homework, or 

‒ additional tasks or 

‒ discussions



Satisfactory Completion Vs Graded Assessment

• The decision to award an S or an N should not be determined by a score or a 

percentage.

• Whatever score a student achieves, no matter how low, is  the score.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/research-and-statistics/performance-

senior-secondary/Pages/2023-grade-dist.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/research-and-statistics/performance-senior-secondary/Pages/2023-grade-dist.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/research-and-statistics/performance-senior-secondary/Pages/2023-grade-dist.aspx




Questions?



Contact us:

vcaa@education.vic.gov.au or +61 3 9032 1629

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2025

The copyright in this PowerPoint presentation is owned by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority or in the case of some 

materials, by third parties. No part may be reproduced by any process except in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968 

or with permission from the Copyright Officer at the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 



Subscribe to 
our newsletters

Follow us on
social media

VCAA Bulletin

Early Years Update

F–10 Update

Senior Secondary Update

@Victorian Curriculum and

Assessment Authority

@vcaa_vic

@Victorian Curriculum and

Assessment Authority
Season Update

https://v6.educationapps.vic.gov.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=696089&s=449610&a=97403&k=WPOC07y138qhv1M7xBWNBMs_5ijW4n_0C1mejQNjzbg
https://v6.educationapps.vic.gov.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=696087&s=449602&a=97403&k=ZtEnSTb9XCqhrYLgAXYMIoaqtBfoM8BYs_QzogfLtIo
https://v6.educationapps.vic.gov.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=696088&s=449606&a=97403&k=-kPF9VbSpHIS3-dChzIePZWoeWM6HeDBNTWLyI8TX1A
https://v6.educationapps.vic.gov.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=820107&s=792765&a=97403&k=uwXj1jCbEfG3bRMXjDuO0wriw0uYqkX4FPm-jQeQ8fg
https://www.instagram.com/vcaa_vic/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Victorian-Curriculum-and-Assessment-Authority/61562873466516/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vcaa/
https://v6.educationapps.vic.gov.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=696093&s=449620&a=97403&k=WdrUyYCn0esLvtK22Du97zC_tPcAW7B8N7wZUOQoE3o


Thank you
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