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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Can a Recognition of Learning Statement be issued if a student exits before the end of the school year (e.g. mid-year)?
No. The eligibility criteria include that the student must be exiting school at the end of the current school year to be considered eligible. This holds even if a student has completed their schooling (13 years or equivalent) prior to the end of the year – for example, if they finished at the end of Semester 1 due to mid-year entry the year prior. For other eligibility criteria, please see Guidance for Principals.
The eligibility criteria for a Recognition of Learning Statement include that the student must have ‘meaningfully engaged’ in learning to the best of their ability. What does ‘meaningful’ mean?
‘Meaningful engagement’ will likely vary from student to student, but generally this means that students will have engaged in learning that is challenging but reasonable given their particular circumstances. What constitutes meaningful engagement for each student should be expressed through their learning goals, and determined in the context of their curriculum, attendance or other adjustments or support as appropriate. Guidance for Principals for further information on understanding meaningful engagement. 
Can students still receive a provider-made and issued statement that recognises their effort?
Yes. A provider can choose to use their own template or statement, instead of or as well as the one provided by the VCAA, or choose to issue their own statement to students who are ineligible to receive a Recognition of Learning Statement (for example if the student exited school before the end of the school year).
Is there a minimum attendance requirement?
No. To be eligible, a student must complete their senior secondary schooling, including nominally their 13th year; however, any minimum attendance requirements for completion are set by the provider, not by the VCAA. Additionally, a school may have made reasonable attendance adjustments for students due to individual circumstances; where this is the case, the student should not be penalised for not meeting the general attendance policy of the school. The Recognition of Learning Statement may be obtained by students in the same cohort under different reasonable attendance rates. The key relevant criterion is that the student has meaningfully engaged in learning to the best of their ability within the context of any reasonable adjustments in place for them.
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What is the role of the VCAA in determining student eligibility for the Recognition of Learning Statement?
The VCAA does not play any role in determining individual student eligibility for the Recognition of Learning Statement. The VCAA supplies eligibility criteria and supporting guidance to schools and principals; however, the final decision is entirely school-based. This is because schools, principals and/or teachers are best placed to determine individual student eligibility. When registering to receive a Recognition of Learning Statement template, principals attest that they will apply the eligibility criteria with fidelity; accordingly, it is expected that all providers will apply the criteria fairly and transparently.
Can parents/guardians apply to the VCAA directly for a Recognition of Learning Statement on behalf of a student?
No. A principal (or equivalent) determines whether a student is eligible to receive a Recognition of Learning Statement because they have the best knowledge of both an individual student’s circumstances and level of meaningful engagement.
What is the distinction between a Student Achievement Profile (SAP) summary and the Recognition of Learning Statement? Can a student get both?
The Recognition of Learning Statement is designed to complement, not replace, the Student Achievement Profile (SAP) summary. The SAP displays the VCE and VPC units completed by eligible students exiting school without completing their certificate. Students who are eligible for a Recognition of Learning Statement may have completed one or more VCE or VPC units – but this is not required for eligibility. Equally, Recognition of Learning Statement recipients may have engaged in VCE or VPC content and met individualised learning goals (but not to the extent of achieving any of the required formal outcomes), and/or have engaged with the Victorian Curriculum F–10 (including Foundation Levels A to D) over their senior secondary schooling, including nominally their 13th year. The Recognition of Learning Statement recognises meaningful effort and engagement in the context of individual student circumstances, and is used when this effort is not recognised through the issuing of a VCE or VPC. 
Please note that eligibility for either the Recognition of Learning Statement or the SAP does not guarantee eligibility for the other; however, a student may receive both if they meet both sets of eligibility criteria (noting that both the criteria and process of determination are very different).
The table below shows the key differences between the Recognition of Learning Statement and the SAP. More information about the SAP can be found at Student Achievement Profile summary - Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.



	Aspect
	Student Achievement Profile (SAP)
	Recognition of Learning Statement

	Purpose
	Provides a strengths-based summary of a student’s learning and achievements
	Provides an acknowledgement of meaningful engagement in learning where certificate‑based outcomes are not achievable

	Nature of record
	Official profile that summarises a student’s learning
	Principal‑awarded statement of acknowledgement

	Achievement standards
	Reflects learning against defined requirements
	Does not certify standards, achievement levels, or completion

	Certificate thresholds
	Yes—see eligibility criteria
	N/A

	Qualification
	Reports elements of different certificates
	Not a qualification

	Basis for issue
	Generated through VASS application
	Issued through principal attestation and professional judgement

	Intended audience
	Students, employers and education providers
	Students, families and/or support networks


How can I ask questions or provide feedback on the Recognition of Learning program to the VCAA?
The VCAA plans to seek formal feedback from principals or their delegates at the start of 2027, following the first issuance cycle. This feedback will focus on the process for registering to receive a Recognition of Learning Statement template, as well as the clarity, practicality and scope of the eligibility criteria and associated guidance.
In the meantime, if you have questions or would like to provide direct feedback, please email: vcaa.seniorsecondaryreform@education.vic.gov.au
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