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Completion of formal schooling is a milestone to be celebrated by students, their families and/or support networks and recognised by the Victorian community as a significant personal achievement. It demonstrates commitment and the positive intent of a young person to strive to achieve learning in school to the best of their ability, and thus open doors to the next phase of their lives.
In Victoria, completion of senior secondary schooling is typically recognised through achievement of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), including the VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM), or the Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC). These are standards-based qualifications with defined eligibility requirements.
However, for some students, despite sustained effort and meaningful engagement in learning, and with reasonable adjustments in place, the requirements of the VCE (including VCE VM) or the VPC are not achievable due to individual circumstances.
The Recognition of Learning Statement has been developed to acknowledge students who have meaningfully engaged in learning throughout their education, including during their senior secondary years, to the best of their ability, but for whom existing certificate-based frameworks do not reflect the nature of their learning engagement.
The Recognition of Learning Statement affirms dignity, perseverance and inclusion. It recognises that meaningful engagement in learning, in all its diverse forms, represents a significant achievement and an important transition to the next phase of life.
Eligibility criteria
The Recognition of Learning Statement is granted on the professional judgement of the school principal (or equivalent).
Receipt of the Recognition of Learning Statement may be informed or initiated by a delegated staff member (for example, a relevant assistant principal, learning specialist or senior secondary leader). 
Criteria:
1. In the judgement of the principal, the student must have:
a. meaningfully engaged in learning throughout their educational journey, including their senior secondary years, to the best of their ability; and
b. been unable to participate in or complete the VCE (including the VCE VM) or the VPC, due to individual circumstances.
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2. In addition, the student must:
a. be exiting schooling at the conclusion of the school year; and
b. be at least 18 years old, or turn 18 before 30 April of the following year.
[bookmark: _Toc167708848]Important information
The Recognition of Learning Statement:
· is not a qualification;
· does not certify completion of a course, unit or accredited program;
· does not certify a standard of achievement;
· does not replace the VCE, VCE VM or VPC;
· does not provide tertiary entrance ranking or equivalent certification.
The Recognition of Learning Statement is not a pathway and should not be promoted as an alternative to certificate-based senior secondary qualifications where those qualifications are achievable with appropriate supports.
The Recognition of Learning Statement is available to eligible students from all Victorian schools.
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