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School-based Assessment Report: VCE English Language	
School-based Assessment Report
VCE English Language
Accreditation period commencing 2024
This report is provided for the first year of implementation of this study and is based on the School-based Assessment Audit and VCAA statistical data.
[bookmark: _Hlk161147939][bookmark: _Hlk160713415][bookmark: _Hlk161148288][bookmark: _Hlk160700954]All official communications regarding the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) English Language Study Design are provided in the Senior Secondary update and Notices to Schools. It is recommended that teachers subscribe to the the Senior Secondary update and the VCAA Bulletin to receive updated information regarding the study. Schools are required to alert teachers to information in the VCAA Bulletin and Notices to Schools, especially concerning assessment schedules. Important administrative dates and assessment schedules are published on the School administration page of the VCAA website. 
General comments
A small number of schools were using VCE English Language Expected Qualities (developed for the examination) to assess School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks. Schools must ensure that assessment criteria align with the key knowledge and key skills across both Units and all Areas of Study as per the VCE English Language Study Design, rather than narrowing assessment to the Expected Qualities written specifically for the examination. 
Schools should refer to the VCAA performance descriptors that are published in the assessment section of the VCAA VCE English Language study page. Schools can adapt and customise these in consideration of their school context and cohort. 
Unit 3: School-assessed Coursework
Language variation and purpose
Outcome 1: Informality
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify, describe and analyse distinctive features of informal language in written and spoken texts.
Outcome 2: Formality
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify, describe and analyse distinctive features of formal language in written and spoken texts.
Assessment
Analysis of one or more samples of informal language in any one or a combination of the following:
a folio of annotated texts
an essay
an investigative report
an analytical commentary
short-answer questions.
The audit found that a small number of schools were using ‘Language Variety and Social Purpose’ in their Outcome 1 School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks. This terminology is from the previous iteration of the study design. In the reaccredited study design, it has been replaced with ‘Language Variation and Purpose.’ Schools must ensure the language used in SAC tasks aligns with the language of the current study design to ensure students are not disadvantaged in the end-of-year examination. 
Areas working well
Teachers and schools are to be commended on the work they do in developing robust and engaging assessment for their students. 
Overall, the audit in Unit 3 highlighted that schools:
devised unique SAC tasks that reflect the language of key knowledge and key skills of the reaccredited study design. These tasks show evidence of schools fully engaging in the study design, noting changes to metalanguage and consequently devising tasks that provide students with the best possible opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the key knowledge and key skills while also ensuring authentication risks are minimal
developed SAC tasks that generally show that students are being assessed on a range of key knowledge and key skills, in a manner that is fair and consistent with the VCE assessment principles. 
have in place policies for internal moderation and cross-marking, ensuring consistency of assessment between teachers and classes.
Areas of concern/recommendations for schools
Overall, the audit in Unit 3 highlighted the following areas of concern:
Several Outcome 1 tasks submitted to audit used material from past examinations that had not been suitably modified to reflect the key knowledge and key skills in the current VCE English Language Study Design
Most schools did not provide sufficient information to the audit about the assessment of Outcome 2 to determine the efficacy of the SAC tasks for the outcome. Descriptions of the tasks were too vague, but often appeared more in line with the content of the previous year’s examination than with the current study design.
Unit 4: School-assessed Coursework
Language variation and identity
Outcome 1: Language variation in Australian society 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify, describe and analyse varieties of English in Australian society, the attitudes towards them and the identities they reflect.
Outcome 2: Individual and group identities
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify, describe and analyse how variation in language, linguistic repertoires and language choices reflects and conveys people’s identities.
Assessment
For each outcome, any one or a combination of the following:
a folio of annotated texts
an essay
an investigative report
an analytical commentary
short-answer questions.
Areas working well
Overall, the audit in Unit 4 highlighted that schools:
devised unique and engaging SAC tasks that reflected the metalanguage for key knowledge and key skills for the reaccredited study design. These tasks showed evidence of schools fully engaging in the study design, noting changes to metalanguage and consequently devising tasks that provides students with the best possible opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the key knowledge and key skills while also ensuring authentication risks are minimal 
developed valid marking schemes and assessment criteria that accurately reflected the Unit 4 key knowledge and key skills. This ensured that students were purposefully provided accurate and relevant feedback based on their performances while providing clear information on areas for improvement
had policies for internal moderation and cross-marking, ensuring consistency of assessment between teachers and classes. In the case of schools with just one class of VCE English Language, teachers indicated that appropriate procedures for seeking out cross-marking with nearby schools were in place to ensure consistency of assessment. 
Areas of concern/recommendations for schools
[bookmark: _Hlk224756245]The audit found that several schools were using the VCE English Language Expected Qualities (developed for the examination) to mark student work, rather than using or adapting the VCAA Performance Descriptors that were designed for school-based assessment. School-based assessment differs from the examination because it must align with the key knowledge and key skills from each Area of Study. (See General Comments.) 
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