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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk216944221][bookmark: _Hlk216781565]Schools must deliver the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) to the standards and requirements established by the VCAA. Study-specific standards and requirements are stated in the relevant VCE study design. The School-based Assessment Audit checks that the standards and requirements set out in study designs are being followed and that assessment is being carried out in line with the VCE assessment principles.
This report reflects the first year of implementation of this study design and is based on the findings of the 2025 School-based Assessment Audit.
General comments
Responses to the school-based assessment audit for this study indicate a mixed level of success in transitioning from the previous study design.
Most schools used a range of task types across outcomes, enabling students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in diverse ways.
3 commonly used tasks were structured questions, written report and extended response. Schools are reminded the written report task type requires a formal introduction, body and conclusion, while an extended response task does not have formalised sections and students instead use a planning tool to organise their ideas and prepare their response.
Many schools used commercial tasks, often without modification. Other schools attempted to create unique tasks by combining unmodified elements from multiple commercial resources. Both approaches may advantage particular students, as materials in the public domain can potentially be accessed by students prior to assessment. Schools are therefore strongly encouraged to develop original assessment tasks with a particular focus on sourcing unique stimulus material, to ensure all students undertake assessment under the same conditions.
In some instances, schools continued to assess content from the previous study design. This was particularly evident where schools relied on commercial tasks without checking the alignment of the content to the current study design. It is essential that schools remain informed of curriculum changes and assess only the key knowledge and key skills outlined in the current study design.
In many cases, students completing extended response tasks were awarded marks twice for their use of source material. Where students are given opportunities to review and summarise sources prior to constructing their response, schools should ensure marks for understanding and use of source material are awarded only once, rather than across both analytical and written components.
Schools should also ensure that a sufficient breadth of key knowledge is assessed. Schools relying on a single extended response task to assess an outcome often struggled to cover the required content, whereas those using 2 extended response tasks were better able to assess a broader range of key knowledge and key skills.
[bookmark: _Hlk216782183]Unit 3 School-based Assessment
Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk216816386]Unit 3 includes 2 outcomes to be assessed, both using School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks. One or more tasks for each outcome is selected from a list of 5 specified task types. Each of the 5 assessment task types can only be used once in Unit 3.
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to explain the complex, dynamic and global nature of health and wellbeing, interpret and apply Australia’s health status data, and analyse variations in health status.
Assessment specifications
[bookmark: _Hlk216782706]Explain the complex, dynamic and global nature of health and wellbeing, interpret and apply Australia’s health status data and analyse variations in health status.
Students are assessed using one or more of the following: 
a written report, such as a media analysis, a research investigation a blog post or a case study analysis 
an extended response question analysing a range of stimuli with an emphasis on annotating, synthesising, and planning the response 
an oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
a visual presentation such as a concept map, an annotated poster, or a digital presentation 
structured questions, including data analysis or case study analysis.
Audit findings
The majority of schools audited relied on structured questions to assess Unit 3 Outcome 1. While this task type is appropriate, many schools used unmodified commercial tasks, which could advantage students who had previously seen these materials. A small number of schools used modified commercial tasks, but the modifications were usually not sufficient to ensure no student could be advantaged.
Some schools were found to be assessing content from the previous study design, such as the World Health Organization (WHO) prerequisites for health, which are no longer part of the current study design. It is important that assessment tasks align with the current study design to ensure that students are being assessed on the required key knowledge and key skills only.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to explain changes to public health approaches, analyse improvements in population health over time and evaluate health promotion strategies and initiatives.
Assessment specifications
Explain changes to public health approaches, analyse improvements in population health over time and evaluate health promotion strategies and initiatives.
[bookmark: _Hlk224756851]Students are assessed using one or more of the following: 
a written report, such as a media analysis, a research investigation a blog post or a case study analysis 
an extended response question analysing a range of stimuli with an emphasis on annotating, synthesising, and planning the response 
an oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
a visual presentation such as a concept map, an annotated poster, or a digital presentation 
structured questions, including data analysis or case study analysis.
Audit findings
For Unit 3 Outcome 2, the audit found that most schools used extended response tasks as the primary assessment type.
However there did appear to be some confusion around the use of structured questions as a task type. In several cases, schools inadvertently used structured questions for both Outcome 1 and Outcome 2 of Unit 3. Schools are reminded that while structured questions may be linked to a media analysis or case study, they are still classified as a structured questions task and may therefore only be used for one outcome per unit.
Another common issue was the used of publicly available assessment resources. While many schools used original stimulus material, this was often paired with unmodified commercially produced questions. Other schools developed their own questions but used unmodified stimulus material from commercial tasks.
To avoid the possibility that some students may be advantaged by having seen the source materials prior to assessment, schools are advised to source their own stimulus material and develop their own questions, or at least to ensure that any publicly available materials are significantly modified before use.
Unit 4 School-based Assessment
Requirements
Unit 4 includes 2 outcomes to be assessed, both using School-assessed Coursework tasks. Student performance is assessed using one or more tasks for each outcome selected from a list of 5 specified task types. Each of the 5 assessment task types can only be used once in Unit 4.
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse similarities and differences in health status and human development globally and analyse the factors that contribute to these differences.
Assessment specifications
Analyse similarities and differences in health status and human development globally and analyse the factors that contribute to these differences.
Students are assessed using one or more of the following: 
a written report, such as a media analysis, a research investigation a blog post or a case study analysis 
an extended response question analysing a range of stimuli with an emphasis on annotating, synthesising, and planning the response 
an oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
a visual presentation such as a concept map, an annotated poster, or a digital presentation 
structured questions, including data analysis or case study analysis.
Audit findings
The audit found that schools used a combination of extended response questions and structured questions to assess Unit 4 Outcome 1. 
When using extended response questions, schools are reminded that marks for the analysis and use of source material should be awarded only once. Where students have already been assessed on their understanding and analysis of source material in a separate component of the task, this skill should not be assessed again within the written response.
Schools that relied on a single extended response task often struggled to assess sufficient key knowledge and key skills, whereas those that used 2 assessment tasks were better able to achieve broader content coverage. Schools should also ensure that assessment tasks collectively address a broad range of the required content.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse the relationships between the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their role in the promotion of health and human development and evaluate the effectiveness of global aid programs.
Assessment specifications
Analyse the relationships between the SDGs and their role in the promotion of health and human development and evaluate the effectiveness of global aid programs.
Students are assessed using one or more of the following:
a written report, such as a media analysis, a research investigation a blog post or a case study analysis 
an extended response question analysing a range of stimuli with an emphasis on annotating, synthesising, and planning the response 
an oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
a visual presentation such as a concept map, an annotated poster, or a digital presentation 
structured questions, including data analysis or case study analysis.
Audit findings
For Unit 4 Outcome 2, the audit found that some schools continued to reference content from the previous study design. These references included outdated material such as the rationale and objectives of the SDGs, the priorities and work of the WHO, and the priority areas of Australia’s aid program.
A range of assessment types was used for this outcome, including structured questions and extended response tasks. However, as with other outcomes, several schools relied on unmodified commercial tasks, which can compromise the equitability of the assessment and affect the school’s ability to authenticate students’ work as their own.
Resources and further information
Refer to the VCE Health and Human Development Support Materials for advice on developing a program, sample learning activities, general assessment advice including sample approaches to developing assessment tasks, and VCAA performance descriptors. 
All official communications regarding VCE study designs are provided in the Senior Secondary update and Notices to Schools. It is recommended that teachers subscribe to the Senior Secondary update and the VCAA Bulletin to receive updated information regarding the study. Important administrative dates and assessment schedules are published on the School administration page of the VCAA website.
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