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School-based Assessment Report: VCE Media	
School-based Assessment Report
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Units 3 and 4 accreditation period commencing 2024
Introduction
This report is provided for the first year of implementation of the VCE Media Study Design and is based on the 2024 School-based Assessment Audit and VCAA statistical data.
This report is best read in conjunction with the VCE Media Study Design, Support materials, the VCE Media: Administrative Information for School-based Assessment published on the VCE Media Study design webpage, and the VCE Administrative Handbook published annually on the VCAA website.
General comments
Assessment timelines and administration
Most audited schools submitted evidence of clear and informative timelines that were appropriate and allowed students to develop each outcome. Schools allowed adequate time for outcomes to be completed. In general, schools are to be commended for applying policies and processes for the administration of school-based assessment for VCE Media. There was also a clear understanding of VCAA requirements for storing, authenticating, and returning student work. 
Study specifications and key terms
Most schools had updated their assessment terminology to reflect the changes in the study design. The study specifications, outlined on pages 12–16 of the VCE Media Study Design, define the key concepts that underpin Units 1–4 of VCE Media. The key terms provided are essential for understanding the key knowledge and skills required for Units 1–4. 
It is crucial that teachers remain proactive in reviewing and engaging with all elements of the study design and accompanying materials, ensuring that their teaching resources are aligned accordingly. The study design should be the primary reference for assessment, with additional support from resources available on the VCE Media study design webpage. Students must demonstrate a clear understanding of these key terms in both their assessment tasks and the end-of-year examination, as they underpin the key knowledge and skills of all outcomes in Units 3 and 4. 
[bookmark: _Hlk158382547]School-assessed Task
The School-assessed Task (SAT) accounts for 40 per cent of the overall study score for VCE Media. It includes components from Unit 3 Outcome 2 and 3, and Unit 4 Outcome 1. The SAT components are detailed on page 35 of the study design. 
The task is assessed progressively against mandated criteria, with a. The total score of 80 is based on 8 equally weighted criteria, each worth 10 marks. Student performance for each criterion is recorded on an assessment score sheet, with performance descriptors and evidence provided to help teachers determine achievement levels. 
The SAT assessment criteria and descriptors are fixed and must not be modified. Schools are encouraged to scaffold the VCAA’s mandated assessment criteria, using both visual and written materials to help students understand what is expected. The SAT assessment criteria are updated annually and published in the Administrative Information for School-based Assessment on the VCE Media Study Design page.
All assessment should be conducted within a controlled and regulated context. Each school should communicate its specific assessment policies to students at the start of the SAT, and these policies should be reflected in the course outline or overview. Teachers should plan the submission of the SAT in line with the VCAA assessment schedules and ensure that students are informed of the timelines and key dates at the beginning of the year. Schools are advised to develop a policy for the return of SATs to students before the release of results in December, with a formal sign-off from students confirming the return of their work. Return dates for SAT materials are published in the VCAA Important Administrative Dates and Assessment Schedule on the VCAA website.
It was noted that some schools did not fully address all the essential key knowledge and key skills for Outcomes 2 and 3 in the SAT, particularly in relation to the updated assessment criteria. Some schools also failed to clearly define the components of the SAT, such as the research portfolio, production experiments, and pre-production plan. Inconsistent levels of detail were provided for various tasks, and many schools did not offer sufficient guidance on how students could meet the assessment criteria. For example, few schools provided examples of exemplary student work from sources such as textbooks, past student submissions, or projects such as Top Screen and Top Designs to guide students. Schools are strongly advised to update their SAT resources to reflect the changes in the criteria as outlined in the new study design.
Authentication
The VCAA Authentication record form for the School-assessed Task records the development of student learning and must be completed by the teacher. The form outlines the schedule of assessment criteria for the task and allows the teacher to document the outcomes of meetings between the student and the teacher, areas for improvement, and submission of student work. The teacher and student must co-sign and date the authentication record form after each meeting. The VCAA Authentication record form can be requested at any time by the VCAA and must be submitted by students when they apply for the VCE Season of Excellence. Authentication record forms are published annually in the Support materials on the VCE Media Study Design webpage.
School-assessed Coursework
School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks account for 20 per cent of the study score for VCE Media. The scores from Unit 3, Outcomes 1 and 3, and Unit 4, Outcome 2 form the graded assessment. SAC requirements are outlined on pages 31 and 35 of the study design. 
The VCAA provides specific guidance on developing assessment strategies for School-assessed Coursework tasks in the Support materials section of the VCE Media Study Design webpage. This includes general assessment advice, the VCE Assessment principles, and other related administrative documents. Detailed guidance is also offered on how to apply the published performance descriptors to assess each School-assessed Coursework task. For VCE Media, performance descriptors are available for Unit 3, Outcome 1, and Unit 4, Outcome 2. These are also published under the Support materials.
In the 2024 audit, schools reported using the VCAA performance descriptors to assess the Unit 3, Outcome 1 and Unit 4, Outcome 2 School-assessed Coursework tasks. However, in many cases, the performance descriptors did not always align clearly with the specific tasks created by the schools. Teachers are encouraged to ensure their rubrics are based on the performance descriptors, and the key knowledge and skills for the task. They should avoid assessing areas outside the scope of the defined Key knowledge and Key skills.
Cross-marking is crucial for ensuring fair and consistent assessment. Most schools have adopted moderation practices, which are essential for making defensible and consistent judgments about student achievement. Teachers should ensure that there is clarity in their discussions about the performance descriptors and the expected types of responses that will demonstrate different achievement levels.
Feedback should be provided to students after completing their tasks to help them review their understanding of the Key knowledge and Key skills for the outcome. This feedback is vital in preparing students for the end-of-year examination.
Most schools indicated that School-assessed Coursework tasks were completed both during class time and outside of class. When tasks are completed outside of class without teacher supervision, schools must have a documented policy for authenticating student work. It is strongly recommended that schools implement regular authentication checks throughout the completion of the School-assessed Coursework tasks.
Use of commercially produced materials
The audit indicated that most schools developed their own resources and content for both the SAC tasks and the SAT. This reflected the variety of unique themes, topics, media products, and approaches each school was using to teach VCE Media.
However, schools are reminded that any commercially produced or otherwise publicly available assessment resources must be modified for use in school-based assessment and checked for alignment with the current study design.
Unit 3: Media narratives, contexts and pre-production
[bookmark: _Toc117671726]Area of Study 1: Narratives and their contexts
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the construction of media narratives; discuss audience engagement, consumption and reading of narratives; and analyse the relationship between narratives and the contexts in which they are produced.
Assessment
To meet the requirements of Outcome 1 students can complete the assessment task in the following formats:
a video essay or multimedia presentation
AND 
one of the following:
a written report
an essay
short responses
structured questions
an annotated visual report.
For Unit 3 Outcome 1, schools selected a wide range of products for the study of Narratives and their contexts. These products, mostly films, enabled students to develop an understanding of the construction of narratives and how they engage and are consumed by audiences through a close analysis of a media product and the societal contexts that shape them. 
Schools should note that students must understand the definitions of Media products, forms, narratives, contexts, codes and conventions, audience and media language outlined in the Study specifications on pages 12–15 of the study design. Further information regarding these concepts is published in the Support materials under Planning and include Frequently Asked Questions. 
Most schools assessed students using the new prescribed task types: video essay or multimedia presentation. They also used short responses and structured questions. While many schools chose to use short responses and structured questions for the second part of this task, the study design lists a range of alternative task types to suit the different capabilities of students. Teachers may also assess their students using a combination of these task types, and they are encouraged to select the task type that best suits the needs of their students. The ‘video essay or multimedia presentation’ is a compulsory part of this task and does not assess the construction or technical ability of the production for this School-assessed Coursework (SAC) task. A number of schools included technical skills in their marking guide or rubric for this task, which is not in line with the Key knowledge and Key skills for Outcome 1. 
Some schools offered students the option to choose between a video essay or a multimedia presentation. This flexibility can support the development of skills needed for the SAT. Students working in the film/video medium may prefer to create a video, allowing them to practise editing techniques. Conversely, students working in other media forms, such as print, photography, or audio, may opt for a multimedia presentation to enhance their skills in those areas. Presentation formats such as Microsoft PowerPoint can be particularly useful, enabling students to incorporate visual analysis, voiceovers, animations, and other methods to effectively communicate their understanding of the media product being studied for the SAT.
There were several strong examples of School-assessed Coursework (SAC) that demonstrated a thorough understanding of the key knowledge and skills for Outcome 1. Some schools used commercially available tasks, which can be helpful for teaching and learning purposes. However, when these tasks are used for school-based assessments, they must be significantly adapted to ensure the authenticity of students' work. If students access the task before the assessment, whether by purchasing it or obtaining it from other schools, they may have an unfair advantage. Furthermore, commercially produced tasks should be carefully reviewed to ensure they align with the requirements of the VCE Media Study Design.
It is essential to ensure that any work completed by students outside of class can be properly authenticated, particularly for tasks such as video essays or multimedia presentations. Many schools used the Authentication Record for School Assessed Coursework to verify work completed outside of class time. Additionally, some schools employed shared platforms like OneNote, Google Docs, or shared files, which allow teachers to track revisions and confirm that the work is the student's own. In some cases, teachers also scaffolded the task into smaller components to be completed in class, ensuring authentication through direct supervision.
When designing SAC tasks, schools must carefully consider the Key knowledge and Key skills required for each outcome, ensuring that tasks are appropriately tailored to the needs and abilities of their students. Teachers should aim to assess the full range of Key knowledge and skills, providing students with meaningful opportunities to demonstrate the depth and breadth of their learning.
Further advice regarding the assessment of the Unit 3, Outcome 1 School-assessed Coursework task is provided in this report in the General information for Units 3 and 4 under Assessment of School-assessed Coursework tasks.
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School-assessed Task
On completion of this unit the student should be able to research and document aspects of a media form, codes, narrative conventions, style, genre, story, and plot to inform the plan for a media production.
To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.
Assessment
The assessment criteria for the SAT were updated significantly from the previous VCE Media Study Design, and the majority of schools understood these changes and implemented them successfully. The change to these criteria was helpful with schools being able to refine their instructions to students regarding the assessment of the task. 
In Unit 3, Area of Study 2, Research, development and experimentation, the majority of schools audited demonstrated a strong understanding of the key elements contributing to the development of the SAT. To support students in managing their workload and ensure that all necessary components of the Outcome are addressed, it is recommended that the task is divided into 2 distinct parts, each completed separately. The most common and effective approach involves organising the research portfolio and production experiments as separate tasks. 
Students draw on the knowledge gained in Unit 3, Outcome 1, applying their understanding of narratives to develop ideas for their own narratives in their chosen media form. They engage in investigation, research, and experimentation with a selected media form to inform the development of their proposed production. This research plays a crucial role in shaping the direction and planning of their production. Many schools ask their students to create a research portfolio that explores their ideas and interests with a strong analysis of media codes, conventions, and audiences. 
The production experiments and their associated documentation are designed to help students develop essential skills in media processes and technologies, which will inform their future production work. Most audited schools required students to complete a minimum of 2 experiments, although many students chose to conduct additional experiments as needed to refine their skills. 
Students were either asked to present their research in physical folios or digitally. Most schools recognised the importance of having a clear connection between research, experiments, the media production design, and a student’s final product.
It is also important to consult the VCE Media: Administrative Information for School-based Assessment on the VCE Media study page on the VCAA website when constructing information and documentation for students for the SAT. This document provides a guide for administering the SAT, information regarding the scope and nature of the task, and it outlines each criterion and descriptors of student achievement. It is important that the assessment criteria and descriptors are unpacked for students so they can understand the requirements for the task. 
The timelines submitted as part of the audit indicated that schools were well-prepared for the requirements of Unit 3 and had a clear understanding of the deadlines for submitting scores for Criteria 1–4 of the SAT.
Further advice regarding the assessment of the Unit 3, Outcome 2 School-assessed Task is provided in the General information for Units 3 and 4 under Assessment of the School-assessed Task.
[bookmark: _Toc117671730]Area of Study 3: Pre-production planning
School-assessed Task
On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and document a media pre-production plan demonstrating the student’s concepts and intentions in a selected media form for a specified audience.
In Outcome 3, students are required to develop detailed plans for their proposed productions in the following media forms:
a video or film production of 3–10 minutes in length, including title and credit sequences
an animated production of no more than 10 minutes in length, including title and credit sequences
a radio or audio production of a minimum of 8 minutes in length, including title and credit sequences
a digital or analogue photographic presentation, sequence or series of a minimum of 10 original sourced images shot, processed and edited by the student
a digital or traditional print production of a minimum of 8 pages, produced and edited by the student
a digital and/or an online production that demonstrates comparable complexity consistent with the other media forms
a convergent or hybridised media production that incorporates aspects of a range of media forms and is consistent with product durations and the descriptors listed.
In Unit 3, Area of Study 3, Pre-production planning, most schools were aware of the documentation required for the outcome, including visual and written representations. Many schools created booklets with detailed information that guide students through the pre-production process, often incorporating examples from previous students or the VCE Season of Excellence. It is important to break down the criteria in this information provided to students to ensure that they can achieve the requirements of each criterion. The suggested lists from the VCE Media: Administrative information for School-based Assessment 2024 were useful and provided an indication of suggested headings for the Pre-Production Plan. 
The audit responses indicated that schools were highly effective in supporting students throughout the pre-production planning process. Many schools also prioritised the maintenance of production notes and journals, ensuring students documented their processes before commencing the production itself. These resources assisted students in the Production and Post-production components of the SAT in Unit 4. 
The VCE Media Study Design requires schools to uphold a duty of care for students undertaking productions outside the classroom. In response, several schools incorporated risk assessments into the pre-production phase, encouraging students to address copyright considerations and secure the necessary permissions for filming or production. Additionally, students were guided in sourcing original, public domain, Creative Commons, and royalty-free music for their projects. 
It is important that all sources, and use of equipment and technologies are acknowledged in the research and Production Design plan by indicating the website, software program, digital tool or technologies, or source of the information. The information should be documented in the folio next to the source, tool, or technology, rather than in a bibliography or list in a different section of the folio. This allows the teacher to authenticate the work and note the information on the Authentication record form. Teachers should also acknowledge student use of AI, such as software ‘plugins or digital assets, in their production design journal, and ensure that no student has been advantaged over another by using these resources. 
Schools implemented various strategies to ensure students had access to their media production plans throughout the SAT production phase. Many schools permitted students to create digital versions of their pre-production plans, minimising the risk of loss, theft, or damage. To maintain the integrity and authenticity of student work, schools took steps to prevent alterations to digital designs during the production process. In some instances, printed copies of scanned or digital plans were provided, allowing students to annotate their work as they progressed with the production. Alternatively, digital documents could be locked, or teachers could retain a copy of the original student work at the time of submission, to ensure the integrity of the work.
Assessment
Further advice regarding the assessment of the Unit 3, Outcome 3 School-assessed Task is provided in the General information for Units 3 and 4 under Assessment of the School-assessed Task.
Teachers should be aware that the VCE Media: Administrative Information for School-based Assessment includes the scope and nature of the task for each outcome and includes authentication information for the School-assessed Task. The Authentication record form is also published in a separate document, with the Administrative Information under the Assessment tab in the Support materials on the VCE Media study design webpage. 
Unit 4: Media Production
Area of Study 1: Media production
School-assessed Task
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce, refine, resolve, and distribute to a specified audience, a media product designed in Unit 3.
In Unit 4, Area of Study 1, students undertake the Production of their SAT that was planned in Unit 3. This Area of Study covers production, post-production and distribution of the SAT which also includes feedback and documentation. 
Many schools were able to support students effectively to create, refine and resolve their media products with appropriate documentation of these stages and timelines for feedback and completion of their final product. 
The audit demonstrated that many teachers set an early deadline for the completion of the production to allow students ample time to receive feedback from various sources, including teachers and peers. This feedback is typically gathered through test screenings or reviews of work-in-progress. It is recorded in different formats, such as written comments and online surveys, created by both teachers and students. Students are expected to demonstrate how they have refined their work in response to this feedback, with evidence of these adjustments often recorded in production plans or production diaries. They must also explain how the intentions outlined in their Media production plan have been realised. Often students were required to produce a statement at the end of their folio that reflected on their product, narrative and processes used to demonstrate their understanding of this key skill. 
Students should also ensure that they document any post-production processes undertaken in their production journal. Generally, students were instructed to include visual and written documentation to demonstrate their process of refinement. 
The assessment criteria and descriptors published annually in the VCE Media: Administrative Information for School-based Assessment must be adhered to when making judgments about student performance in the SAT. Many schools reported using moderation, often through informal partnerships with other schools, as a method to ensure a fair and consistent application of these criteria, helping to achieve objective assessments of SAT scores.
Schools are required to use the Authentication record form, as outlined in the VCE Media: Administrative Information for School-based Assessment, to authenticate and monitor student work, ensuring equitable administration of the SAT. Various strategies were employed to authenticate student work, such as observing students’ progress in class, providing ongoing feedback, maintaining close communication throughout the production and post-production phases, regularly signing and dating student work, using digital copies to track progress, viewing rushes and rough cuts, and documenting the entire production and post-production process. Many schools demonstrated that if students had used any digital tools or software programs in the refinement of their product, they documented them in their production journal. The teacher acknowledged the use of these tools on the Authentication record form as part of the authentication process. 
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Further advice regarding the assessment of the Unit 4, Outcome 1 School-assessed Task is provided in the General information for Units 3 and 4 under Assessment of the School-assessed Task.
Teachers should be aware that the VCE Media: Administrative Information for School-based Assessment includes the scope and nature of the task for each outcome and the Authentication record form for the School-assessed Task. 
Area of Study 2: Agency and control in the media
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use evidence, arguments, and ideas to discuss audience agency, media influence, media regulation and ethical and legal issues in the media.
To meet the requirements of Outcome 2 students can complete the task in any or a combination of the following formats:
a written report
an essay
Most schools assessed using the new prescribed task types listed on page 35 of the VCE Media Study Design: a written report and/or essay. It was most common for schools to do a combination of both task types for this Area of Study. Some schools opted for a structured question task for this Outcome, which does not align with the current assessment task types. Additionally, some schools included the assessment of written report or essay structure in their marking guides. This approach also does not align with the Key knowledge and Key skills specified for Unit 4, Area of Study 2. 
The audit demonstrated that schools selected a broad range of current and relevant topics and case studies that engage students with the Key knowledge and Key skills for this area. These topics encourage students to critically explore the complexities of contemporary media consumption.
Schools also examined a variety of timely and pertinent ethical and legal concerns in the media. In their discussions of media regulation, most schools focused on how traditional regulatory bodies, such as the ACMA and the Australian Classification Board, are being challenged by emerging media technologies. Schools are reminded to regularly update the issues covered each year to ensure the relevance of the material and to avoid authentication concerns, while promoting the analysis of contemporary evidence. 
Contemporary evidence, arguments and ideas can be interpreted broadly. However, they should be defined as contemporary in the way the evidence/arguments/ideas align with the contemporary media landscape and recent ways of thinking about the media and audiences.
If schools are using communication theories or models so that students can explain media influence and the agency of audiences (such as the Agenda Setting Function theory or the 2 Step Flow theory) they can successfully apply these to case studies in a contemporary media setting. Audit submissions from some schools indicated that out-of-date theories and case studies were studied, which do not align with the current VCE Media Study Design.
It is also important that schools introduce their students to specialised and contemporary media languages that can be applied to contemporary media case studies. These include the names of particular studies or methodologies used to study the media, media influence, audiences, media regulation, and ethical and legal issues. 
Assessment
Further advice regarding the assessment of the Unit 3, Outcome 1 School-assessed Coursework task is provided in the General information for Units 3 and 4 under Assessment of School-assessed Coursework tasks.
Resources and further information
[bookmark: _Hlk161147939][bookmark: _Hlk160713415][bookmark: _Hlk161148288][bookmark: _Hlk160700954]All official communications regarding the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) Media Study Design are provided in the Senior Secondary update and Notices to Schools. It is recommended that teachers subscribe to the Senior Secondary update and the VCAA Bulletin to receive updated information regarding the study. Schools are required to alert teachers to information in the VCAA Bulletin and Notices to Schools, especially concerning assessment schedules. Important administrative dates and assessment schedules are published on the School administration page of the VCAA website.
Support materials for VCE Media, including the Administrative Information for School-based Assessment and the VCAA Performance Descriptors for the School-assessed Coursework tasks, are published on the VCE Media Study Design page. The Administrative Information for School-based Assessment provides advice for setting and assessing the School-assessed Task is updated in February each year. 
The VCAA offers professional learning for VCE Media through published on-demand videos and online webinars throughout the year. Recordings of these are published on the VCE Professional learning page. It is highly recommended that teachers view the on-demand videos and attend the follow-up webinars to clarify their understanding of the VCE Media Study Design. VCAA examination specifications, sample materials and a sample written examination are available on the VCE Media Study Design page as key resources that schools can use to prepare students for Unit 3, Outcome 1 and Unit 4, Outcome 2 School-assessed Coursework tasks. 	
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