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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk216944221]Schools must deliver the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) to the standards and requirements established by the VCAA. Study-specific standards and requirements are stated in the relevant VCE study design. The School-based Assessment Audit checks that the standards and requirements set out in study designs are being followed and that assessment is being carried out in line with the VCE assessment principles.
This report reflects the first year of implementation of this study design and is based on the findings of the 2025 School-based Assessment Audit.
General comments
Responses to the School-based assessment audits for this study indicate a successful transition from the previous study designs for Global Politics and Australian Politics to the new Politics study design. The audit found no instances of schools teaching the previous study design and there was little use of outdated terminology or commercially produced tasks.
However, there was some concern over the range of task types used by schools. The majority of assessment tasks submitted to audit were in the form of short answer questions or extended response questions. 
Few of the audited schools chose to use an essay as a form of assessment. While the essay has been removed from the end-of-year examination, the study design specifies that an essay must be used as one of the school-based assessment tasks in Unit 3 or 4. However, it should be noted that schools were audited for Unit 3 or Unit 4, but not both. It is therefore possible that the essay was delivered by these schools in the unit that was not audited.
The Evaluation of Sources task type was used by some schools and was generally satisfactory, with a strong resemblance to the Source Analysis tasks used in the VCE History studies.
Similarly, an inquiry task must be used as one of the school-based assessment tasks in either Unit 3 or Unit 4. Very few inquiry tasks were sighted in the course of the audit process. The inquiry tasks that were submitted to audit were typically designed as structured research tasks accompanied by short answer or extended response questions. Schools are advised that the inquiry task should require students to develop their own question and undertake self-directed research.
[bookmark: _Hlk216782183]Unit 3 School-based Assessment
Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk216816386]Unit 3 includes 2 outcomes to be assessed, both using School-assessed Coursework tasks. Student performance is assessed using one or more tasks for each outcome selected from a list of 5 specified task types. Each of the 5 assessment task types must be completed over Unit 3 and 4.
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the causes and consequences of a global issue and evaluate the effectiveness of global actors’ responses in resolving the issue.
Assessment specifications
[bookmark: _Hlk216782706]Analyse the causes and consequences of a global issue and evaluate the effectiveness of global actors’ responses in resolving the issue.
The student will be assessed using one or more of the following:
a political inquiry
analysis and evaluation of sources
extended responses
short-answer questions 
an essay.
Audit findings
[bookmark: _Hlk216856509]For Unit 3 Outcome 1, the audit found that the majority of schools assessed this outcome appropriately. Teachers should note the use of ‘short-term causes’ in the key knowledge for this outcome. References to causes should always adopt this terminology to avoid misunderstandings.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the causes and consequences of one contemporary crisis and discuss how global actors’ responses have contributed to political stability and/or change.
Assessment specifications
Analyse the causes and consequences of one contemporary crisis and discuss how global actors’ responses have contributed to political stability and/or change.
The student will be assessed using one or more of the following:
a political inquiry
analysis and evaluation of sources
extended responses
short-answer questions 
an essay.
Audit findings
For Unit 3 Outcome 2, the audit found that the majority of schools assessed this outcome appropriately. As per Outcome 1, schools should ensure they adopt the terminology of ‘short-term causes’ in this outcome.
Unit 4 School-based Assessment
Requirements
Unit 4 includes 2 outcomes to be assessed, both using School-assessed Coursework tasks. Student performance is assessed using at least 2 different tasks for each outcome selected from a list of 7 specified task types. One of the tasks for Unit 4 must be an essay task.
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the various sources and forms of power used by a state in the Indo-Pacific region and evaluate the extent to which it is able to achieve its national interests.
Assessment specifications
Analyse the various sources and forms of power used by a state in the Indo-Pacific region and evaluate the extent to which it is able to achieve its national interests.
The student will be assessed using one or more of the following:
a political inquiry
analysis and evaluation of sources
extended responses
short-answer questions 
an essay.
Audit findings
For Unit 4 Outcome 1, the audit found that schools generally addressed this outcome well. Many schools chose source analysis as either part or all of the assessment for this outcome. It was also encouraging to see most assessments adopt new concepts from this area, including ‘sources and forms of power’, ‘consequences for other regional actors’ and the concepts of ‘stability and change’.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse different perspectives on Australia’s national interests in the Indo-Pacific region and evaluate the degree to which Australia’s pursuit of its national interests has resulted in cooperation or conflict with 3 states in the region.
Assessment specifications
Analyse different perspectives on Australia’s national interests in the Indo-Pacific region and evaluate the degree to which Australia’s pursuit of its national interests has resulted in cooperation or conflict with 3 states in the region.
The student’s performance will be assessed using one or more of the following:
a political inquiry
analysis and evaluation of sources
extended responses
short-answer questions 
an essay.
Audit findings
The audit found that schools had effectively incorporated Unit 4 Outcome 2 into their curriculum. Of particular note were reference to members of the Pacific Islands Forum, which may have been a challenging element of the study design.
Resources and further information
Refer to the VCE Politics Support Materials for advice on developing a program, sample learning activities, general assessment advice including sample approaches to developing assessment tasks, and VCAA performance descriptors. 
All official communications regarding VCE study designs are provided in the Senior Secondary Update and Notices to Schools. It is recommended that teachers subscribe to the Senior Secondary Update and the VCAA Bulletin to receive updated information regarding the study. Important administrative dates and assessment schedules are published on the School administration page of the VCAA website.
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