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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk216944221][bookmark: _Hlk216781565]Schools must deliver the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) to the standards and requirements established by the VCAA. Study-specific standards and requirements are stated in the relevant VCE study design. The School-based Assessment Audit checks that the standards and requirements set out in study designs are being followed and that assessment is being carried out in line with the VCE assessment principles.
This report reflects the first year of implementation of this study design and is based on the findings of the 2025 School-based Assessment Audit.
General comments
The 2025 School-based Assessment Audit indicated a broadly successful transition by schools to the 2025 VCE Theatre Studies Study Design. 
School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks were written using study-specific terminology from the current study design and incorporated a range of command terms, enabling students to demonstrate different levels of achievement.
Most schools provided students with clear instructions for each SAC task, including the time and place of assessment and the materials allowed. 
Many schools used VCAA performance descriptors as rubrics. The VCAA performance descriptors are intended to help schools to develop their own assessment tool that relates to the specific SAC task used and the specific school context.  
Most schools had in place good moderation or cross-marking procedures, allowing for consistency between teachers and classes. Some schools moderated between colleagues, while others partnered with nearby or similar schools for cross-marking purposes. 
Timelines submitted to audit indicated that most schools dedicated appropriate time to each of the outcomes and that students received timely feedback on their performance. 
[bookmark: _Hlk216782183]Unit 3 School-based Assessment
Requirements
Unit 3 includes 3 outcomes to be assessed, all using School-assessed Coursework. The assessment for Outcome 1 consists of 2 tasks, while one or more tasks may be used to assess each of Outcomes 2 and 3.
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to interpret a script across the stages of the production process through collaborative work undertaken in 2 production roles.
Assessment specifications
Interpret a script across the stages of the production process through collaborative work undertaken in 2 production roles. 2 tasks are specified:
[bookmark: _Hlk216782706]Task 1 requires students to make ongoing developmental contributions to the interpretation of a script across all 3 stages of the production process through collaborative work in 2 production roles.
Task 2 requires students to undertake analysis and evaluation, supported by relevant documentation of ongoing contribution to all 3 stages of the production process in 2 or more of the following formats:
oral
written
visual
multimedia.
Audit findings
For Unit 3 Outcome 1, students interpret a script (which can include script excerpts or short plays). The most common approach taken by schools was to select excerpts from a play.
The assessment timelines submitted to audit indicated that schools typically dedicated 8-10 weeks of class time to Outcome 1. However, some schools tied this outcome to the school play or musical, requiring extensive out-of-school hours rehearsal and attendance. Schools are reminded that most of this outcome should be completed in regular, timetabled classes to ensure the assessment does not become onerous and place undue pressure on students. 
Some schools set comprehensive scaffolding tasks across the 3 stages of the production process, which encouraged targeted goal-setting and independent learning. 
Some schools asked students to complete a folio for Outcome 1. Completion of a folio is not a requirement for this outcome.
For Task 1, many teachers implemented regular one-on-one check-ins with students to monitor progress across the 3 stages of the process. During these meetings, students were required to provide evidence of their contribution to the process. 
Task 2 was completed in a range of ways by those schools audited. Some schools required students to complete this task in 3 parts at each stage of the process, while other schools required students to complete this task at the conclusion of the process. In either case, for Task 2, students are required to use 2 or more formats (found in the list above) to satisfactorily complete this part of the outcome. 
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to outline concepts and ideas for an interpretation of excerpts from a script and explain how these could be realised in a theatre production.
Assessment specifications
Outline concepts and ideas for an interpretation of excerpts from a script and explain how these could be realised in a theatre production. 
Students produce documentation that outlines the concepts and ideas for interpretation in excerpts from a script and provides an explanation of how these could be realised in a theatre production in any one or a combination of the following formats:
an essay
a written report
responses to structured questions.
Audit findings
The audit found that the Unit 3 Outcome 2 task was completed in variety of ways. Many schools used this outcome to deepen and/or broaden skills and knowledge pertinent to their cohort. 
Some schools developed a research task, while other schools based their assessment of this outcome on the format of Section A of the end-of year VCE written examination. The excerpts were drawn from a range of theatre styles and provided students with good options for applying 2 production roles to interpret the script across 3 stages of the production process. 
However, some schools included aspects of Unit 4 Outcomes 1 or 2 as part of this task, which is not part of the task requirements.
Schools typically dedicated 2-4 weeks to the teaching and assessment of this outcome. For tasks designed to be completed under examination conditions, most were completed within a range of 45-60 minutes. 
Outcome 3
On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse and evaluate the interpretation of a written script from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist in production to an audience.
Assessment specifications
Analyse and evaluate the interpretation of a written script from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist in production to an audience.
Assessment consists of an analysis and evaluation of an interpretation of a written script in production from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist to an audience in any one or a combination of the following formats:
an analytical essay
responses to structured questions. 
Audit findings
The Unit 3 Outcome 3 task was typically completed under examination conditions, requiring short-to medium-length responses to structured questions.
Most schools designed assessment tasks that required students to analyse and evaluate an interpretation of a written script in performance to an audience.
Most tasks included at least one question that used the command term ‘analyse’ and at least one other question that used the command term ‘evaluate.’ 
Some schools allowed students access to a clean copy of a script (or excerpts) for this task, while other schools required students to use their memory to recollect specific quotations from the script and/or performance. 
Similarly, some schools provided students with information about the cast and creative team that interpreted the script in performance, while others did not. 
A small number of schools designed a task for Outcome 3 that aligned more closely with the requirements for Outcome 2. Outcome 3 does not require students to apply skills and knowledge of production roles to interpret the script studied for this outcome. While formative tasks may include exploration of possible interpretative approaches of the script, the summative task for Outcome 3 is an analysis and evaluation of the performance viewed by the student.
Unit 4 School-based Assessment
Requirements
Unit 4 includes 3 outcomes, 2 of which (Outcomes 1 and 3) are to be assessed by the school using School-assessed Coursework tasks. The assessment for Outcome 1 consists of 2 tasks, while one or 2 task types may be used to assess Outcome 3. Outcome 2 is externally assessed.
Outcome 1
[bookmark: _Hlk216815496]On completion of this unit, the student should be able to describe and justify an interpretation of a monologue and its prescribed scene within the world of the play.
Assessment specifications
Describe and justify an interpretation of a monologue and its prescribed scene within the world of the play. 2 tasks are specified:
Task 1 
A written response that describes and justifies dramaturgical decisions for an interpretation of a monologue and its prescribed scene. The response may be any one or a combination of the following formats:
an essay
a report
responses to structured questions.
AND
Task 2
An oral presentation about the possibilities, intentions and vision for an interpretation of a monologue and its prescribed scene.
Audit findings
Most of the assessment tasks for Unit 4 Outcome 1 supported the interpretation of a selected monologue by applying a dramaturgical process. 
Task 1 was most often delivered as a structured questions task, generally conducted under examination conditions in 45-60 minutes. However, some schools instead chose to deliver research tasks that were completed over one or more weeks. 
Task 2 was typically a 3–5-minute oral presentation outlining acting, directing and/or design intentions, and a vision for interpreting the monologue and its prescribed scene.
Most tasks submitted by schools required students to analyse the whole play from which their monologue came, considering the structure and contexts of the play, along with influences on the playwright, language features, intended meanings, theatre style(s), and the conventions and devices of the play. Students were then required to consider interpretative possibilities for applying 2 production roles to an interpretation of the monologue, including the option to re-contextualise.
Outcome 3
On completion of this unit, students should be able to analyse and evaluate acting, direction and design in a performance of a production from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist.
Assessment specifications
Analyse and evaluate acting, direction and design in a performance of a production from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist.
Assessment consists of analysis and evaluation of acting, direction and design and their interrelationships in a performance of a production from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Playlist.
This may be in one or both of the following formats: 
an analytical essay
responses to structured questions.
Audit findings
Most schools delivered assessment tasks that were completed in 45-60 minutes under examination conditions. 
All schools audited had selected a play for this outcome that was different from the one studied for Unit 3 Outcome 3.
In most cases, students were not provided with information about cast and creatives involved in the performance being analysed and evaluated.
Timelines provided as part of the audit indicated that schools typically spent 3-5 weeks of class time on this outcome. While most schools complete this task in the second half of the year, some schools elected to complete this task earlier in the year, which is a valid option. 
While most schools included a range of command terms in questions set for this outcome, some schools included no higher-order command terms such as ‘analyse’ or ‘evaluate.’ It is essential that students are provided with opportunities to demonstrate higher-order thinking when completing this task. A range of command terms used in assessment tasks also assists teachers to rank students according to achievement.
Resources and further information
Refer to the VCE Theatre Studies Support Materials for advice on developing a program, sample learning activities, general assessment advice including sample approaches to developing assessment tasks, and VCAA performance descriptors. 
All official communications regarding VCE study designs are provided in the Senior Secondary update and Notices to Schools. It is recommended that teachers subscribe to the Senior Secondary update and the VCAA Bulletin to receive updated information regarding the study. Important administrative dates and assessment schedules are published on the School administration page of the VCAA website.
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