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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1: Reading, listening and responding
Most students performed well in this section, demonstrating the ability to identify and integrate information from the stimulus texts effectively. They were generally able to respond appropriately to the questions and show sound comprehension of both written and audio texts.
Areas for improvement include accurate organisation of information, as a small group of students were uncertain about where to place relevant details for each question, leading to responses being included in incorrect sections. In addition, a considerable number of character errors were observed in students’ responses, which affected clarity and accuracy.
It should be noted that Section 1 is not a dictation task. It requires students to read one Chinese text and listen to another, and to demonstrate their ability to select, interpret and integrate information. Students are advised to ensure their responses directly address the questions. Responses should be logically structured with smooth development. Careful reading of each question is essential to ensure all requirements are fully met.
Question 1a. 
面塑是一种以面粉为主要材料，再通过揉/捏/塑/刻等技法，塑造各种形象的艺术，所以也被称为“捏面人” (Dough sculpting (Mian Su) is an art that uses dough as its primary material, shaped into various forms through techniques such as kneading/pinching/modelling/carving. It is therefore also known as ‘modelling dough figurines’. It has craftsmanship and aesthetic values of Chinese art.)
各路英雄豪杰、各种卡通公仔的形象得到了大众的喜爱，传到粤方言地区，“整公仔”也因此得名 (Heroic figures and cartoon characters were well received in the Cantonese-speaking areas and became known as ‘Zheng Gongzai (kneading dough figurines)’.)
Question 1b.
传统的面塑很多有着相似的主题，比如表达祝福和美好的愿望 (Many traditional dough figurines have similar themes, such as expressing blessings and good wishes.) 
传统的面塑还非常具有地方特色，比如有些面塑会结合当地的洞窟壁画或者民俗形象 (Traditional dough figurines also have local characteristics, such as incorporating local cave murals or folk imagery.)
现代的面塑主题更加多元和新潮 (Modern dough figurines have more diverse and trendy themes.)
现代的面塑更加个性化了。人们可以根据自己喜欢的动画卡通、游戏电玩里的人物形象来捏面人 (Modern dough figurines become more personalised. People can make dough figurines based on the cartoon and game characters they like.)
Question 1c. 
面塑的用途：食用，祭祀 (The uses of dough figurines: for eating and for worship.)
精神价值：折射出了人们对人间烟火的重视和对生活的热爱 (Spiritual value: demonstrates a deep appreciation for resources and life / expressing blessings and good wishes.)
文化价值：既体现了对祖先和神灵的尊重，又展示了对资源和生命的珍视 (Cultural value: shows respect towards ancestors and spirits, and reflects their emphasis on resources and life.)
审美价值：既具工艺性，又承载了中国艺术 (Aesthetic value: manifests the craftsmanship and aesthetic value of Chinese art.)
情感价值：幸福的情感让很多人怀念 (Emotional value: nostalgic feelings are shared by many people.)
经济价值：捏面人养活了自己和家人 (Economic value: a craftsman supported himself and his family from making dough figurines.)
Question 1d. 
匠人的专注、坚持与精益求精的态度必不可少 (The dedication, perseverance and relentless pursuit of excellence of craftsmen are critical for its sustainable development.)
匠人们还可以通过参加国际展览和文化交流活动来增进人们对面塑的了解 (Participate in international exhibitions and cultural exchange events.)
进一步加强作品与传统文化的联结 (Strengthen the connection between their creations and traditional culture.)
借助短视频、直播和线上课程等方式 (Make use of short videos, live streams and online courses.)
坚持传统技法是首要。匠人可以通过师徒制或者开设培训课程，避免技术断层 (Preserving traditional techniques is a must. Craftsmen can prevent skill gaps through apprenticeship systems or by offering training courses.)
提升匠人的文化积淀 (Improve cultural literacy of the craftsmen.)
提高社会大众的审美 (Improve the aesthetic appreciation of the general public.)
一直进行突破和创新 (Continuously pursue breakthroughs and innovations.)


Section 2: Reading, listening and creating text
Most students were able to effectively integrate and synthesise relevant ideas and opinions from the stimulus texts. The persuasive writing style and the speech text type were generally well handled, demonstrating a solid understanding of the task requirements.
Areas for improvement include response length and presentation. Many students wrote excessively, resulting in insufficient space within the provided answer booklet. In some cases, students attempted to fit two characters into a single character box, while others significantly exceeded the word limit. A small number of responses were overly lengthy, with students attempting to include all relevant information from the stimulus texts. As a result, these students rushed to complete their responses and fit their answers in the writing space provided, leading to untidy and difficult-to-read handwriting. Students are reminded to manage their response length carefully and ensure clarity and legibility. If additional space is required, they should request an extra answer booklet.
In this section, students were required to write a speech to members of the Chinese study group to encourage everyone to treat others with honesty and integrity.
Text type: speech
Writing style: persuasive
Audience: classmates
Purpose of writing: encourage everyone to treat others with honesty and integrity
Content: information must come from two texts, and be relevant and logically arranged to fit the purpose of writing 
Language: meets the task requirements and includes smooth and accurate expression
High-scoring responses demonstrated:
an excellent understanding of the task requirements, including the audience and purpose
an excellent understanding of the written and audio texts and the questions 
the ability to identify and integrate relevant information and ideas from the texts and weave them seamlessly into the theme
a good understanding of the main characteristics of the persuasive writing style and speech text features
the ability to convince, encourage and move the audience through a good understanding of the main characteristics of the persuasive writing style and speech text features 
excellent linguistical control by using a broad range of highly appropriate vocabulary and maintaining a high degree of grammatical accuracy.
Responses that did not score highly:
lacked a full understanding of the written and audio texts and the questions 
lacked sufficient information from the texts (especially from the audio texts) and did not integrate and synthesise the relevant information and ideas 
contained minimal information and ideas and relied heavily on the language from the stimulus texts
lacked understanding of the main characteristics of the required writing styles and text features
were written in an incorrect writing style 
lacked coherence and logic
included character and grammatical errors 
did not fully address the requirements of the question.
Relevant information and ideas (identified from the two texts) that could have been included were:
“诚信”二字熠熠生辉，这或许是家族经久不衰的思想凭靠 (The two characters, ‘honesty’ and ‘integrity’, shine brightly, which is perhaps the ground for thought that sustains the success of many families.)
诚信之人可能会显得笨拙，但比奸巧诡诈之人走得更长远 (It’s better to have honesty and integrity, even if you appear clumsy, than be cunning and deceitful.) 
应完善自身，而非妄求美名，真诚是完善自身的重要方面 (We should cultivate ourselves rather than just seek fame. Improving integrity and honesty is part of cultivating oneself.)
哪怕对待埋怨、伤害自己的人 ，我们都应坦诚正直 (Even when treating people who complain about you, you should adopt an honest and upright attitude.) 
不损人利己，不嫉贤妒能 (Do not do things that harm others and benefit yourself, and do not be jealous of the virtuous and capable.)
要做到诚信，我们最大的敌人是内心的敌人 (In order to achieve integrity and honesty, the biggest enemies are our inner enemies.)
“信” 强调了人的主观能动性以及言语的力量，言必由心 (The Chinese character信 (meaning ‘integrity’) emphasises subjective agency of humans and the power of words. It refers to the fact that ‘one must align their words with their thoughts’.) 
成语和历史典故，比如“一诺千金”、“一言九鼎”，体现了一约既定，万山无阻 (The unstoppable power of ‘once a promise has been made, nothing can stop us from keeping it’, reflecting idioms and historical stories such as ‘a promise is worth a thousand in gold’, and ‘one word is worth 9 sacred tripods’.) 
诚信需要双向奔赴，例子：早餐店老板急事离开，但是顾客诚信付款 (Trust must be mutual. For example, the owner of the small breakfast shop left due to an emergency, but all the customers paid their bills with integrity.)
真话不好听，好听的话不可信。真诚待人，直言相告可能招致误会 (Truthful words are not beautiful, and beautiful words are not truthful. We might be misunderstood when interacting with people with sincerity.)
我们对家人也要诚信以待，这样才能维护亲子之间的信任，例子：曾子杀猪 (We should also treat family members with honesty and integrity. For example, the story of Zengzi killing pigs.)


Section 3: Writing in Chinese
In Section 3, students were assessed on the following criteria:
relevance, breadth and depth of content
appropriateness of structure and sequence
accuracy of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and, where relevant, script) 
range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar.
There were two task options, and students are advised to pay close attention to the required context, purpose, audience, writing style and text type of the task when planning and writing their responses.
Question 3
Text type: blog article
Writing style: evaluative 
Audience: blog reader
Purpose: evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of sharing daily life on social media platforms 
Responses were expected to:
demonstrate understanding, addressing and responding to the task
demonstrate clear structure, meeting the requirements of writing style and text type
logically present a point of view, including supporting evidence 
be rich in content, with depth and breadth
include key elements: sharing daily life on social media platforms
use language that meets the linguistic requirements of evaluative writing.
High-scoring responses demonstrated:
an excellent understanding of the task requirements, including the purpose 
important aspects of the argument and discussed the contrasting sides objectively by using evidence
an excellent understanding of the main characteristics of the evaluative writing style and blog article text features
a clear and logical structure 
excellent linguistical control by using a broad range of sophisticated vocabulary and maintaining a high degree of grammatical accuracy.
Question 4
Text type: diary 
Writing style: personal 
Audience: self
Purpose: express feelings and thoughts after finding some old shoes
Responses were expected to:
demonstrate understanding, addressing and responding to the task
demonstrate clear structure, meeting the requirements of writing style and text type
create a sense of person/personality for the writer in the reader’s mind
be rich in content, expressing personal feeling and reflection
include key elements: old shoes
use language that meets the linguistic requirements of personal writing.
High-scoring responses demonstrated:
an excellent understanding of the task requirements, including the purpose 
an excellent understanding of the main characteristics of the personal writing style and diary entry text type features
the ability to present and create a strong sense of personal feeling, emotion, refection, context and situation 
excellent linguistical control by using a broad range of sophisticated vocabulary and maintaining a high degree of grammatical accuracy.
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