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Unit 1
Area of Study 1: Interacting in Auslan
	[bookmark: _Toc167708848]Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Identity
	Personal
	Inclusivity, diversity and belonging
	Family, friends, community and belonging


Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange meaning in an informal personal signed interaction in Auslan.
Examples of learning activities
	Read an article or watch a video that explores the connection between language and identity. Analyse the impact language can have on identity. Then write a reflection explaining how language use represents different aspects of identity.
Videos:
Our Deaf Ways SBS vodcast
Stories of belonging: communication provides community
Articles:
Teaching Auslan must involve conversations about access and inclusion

	In small groups, introduce yourself in Auslan using informal interaction conventions. Your introduction should include your name sign or fingerspelling, your family members, your hobbies and interests, and your connections to Deaf or hearing communities.

	As a part of a self-introduction, practise greetings, conversational openers, turn-taking strategies, eye gaze, and use of non-manual features and back-channelling such as OH-I-SEE, TRUE, WOW to create a more interactive exchange with other students.

	In small groups, practise role-plays that involve welcoming a new Deaf student, introducing a person to friends and providing some information about them, or including someone in a conversation. Demonstrate inclusive and respectful communication through the use of politeness conventions, eye gaze, and an appropriate signing register.

	Create a graphical map of community connections, including family, friends, Deaf community groups and the school community. Present the map in Auslan within a small group, setting up referents in space, using directional verbs such as HELP-you and GIVE-me, and explaining relationships between people and groups. Respond to follow-up questions from the group using language conventions appropriate for informal exchanges.




	Watch short Auslan vlogs that focus on sharing personal experiences, and identify language features such as constructed action, sequencing markers (FIRST, NEXT, FINISH), descriptive signs and non-manual features. Identify examples of constructed action, depicting signs and the use of space within the vlog, and list each example to demonstrate recognition of these Auslan features.

	Retell a short personal story in small groups, using some of the techniques observed in the vlogs. Audience members identify and provide feedback on the techniques used.

	Discuss and brainstorm a list of etiquette guidelines and protocols for engaging in a spontaneous conversation with another Deaf or hard of hearing person, such as tapping or waving for attention, eye contact, and interjecting.
Then participate in role-plays of short spontaneous conversations, such as meeting someone at a Deaf event, chatting about weekend plans or introducing a family member, and practise using the skills highlighted in the brainstorming session.

	Conduct research into how the Australian Deaf community recognises important historical figures and celebrates significant events that bring members of the community together. Compare how these differ to those of other multicultural groups. Participate in discussion focusing on the ways in which these individuals and events contribute to a shared sense of identity, culture, and belonging within the community.

	Choose one example of either a community event (such as the Australian Deaf Games, FLOW Festival, Auslan Day, the International Day of Sign Languages or FJ Rose Day) or a key figure in Australian Deaf history (such as Betty Steel, Thomas Pattison, John Lovett or Dorothy Shaw) to research in more detail and create a short summary of findings.
Present research findings to the class in a short, informal presentation. The class then reflects on how these individuals and events have contributed to the development, visibility and pride of the Australian Deaf community.

	Choose one of the following statements to discuss in a small group: ‘Everyone should learn Auslan’ and ‘Language shapes identity’. During discussion, practise expressing opinions, agreeing and disagreeing respectfully and using linking signs. After the discussion, share the group’s main points with the class.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Watch a video clip of people sharing a personal story or experience. Identify as many storytelling language features as possible, such as constructed action, depicting signs, and the use of different types of signing space, and create a mind map of techniques used in informal interactions.
In pairs, create a role-play and discuss a personal story or experience, using as many techniques from the mind map as possible, and present it to the class.




	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
A reflection on a personal story or experiences of individuals in the deaf community
View and analyse a range of Auslan texts such as vlogs, video interviews, community announcements and/or social media clips discussing Deaf community events, Auslan education or language preservation. Identify how signers expressed and justified opinions. Then respond to teacher-provided short-answer questions about the content and language used in the stimulus text(s).
In small groups, view announcements for Deaf community events such as Auslan Day, National Week of Deaf People, Deaf festivals and Deaf sporting events, and reflect on how these events support language and cultural identity. Identify the textual features of an announcement, revising the language features used in informative or persuasive texts in Auslan, then use this information to create an announcement for a fictitious event. Review your draft, reflect on a series of self-assessment questions provided by the teacher, and make any additional changes to finalise the announcement.
View Auslan texts and identify strategies signers use, then practise using these strategies in pairs. Possible strategies include:
	examples and anecdotes
comparisons
cause-and-effect explanations
linking signs such as WHY, BECAUSE, SO, IMPORTANT, NEED and SUMMARY.
View modelled examples of informal panel discussions or community conversations in Auslan. Identify effective interaction features such as clear organisation of ideas, justification of opinions, audience awareness and smooth turn-taking.
Participate in a ‘conversation circle’ activity by sitting opposite a partner. Engage in a timed discussion about the types of activities that should be included in Deaf community events. When instructed, move one seat to the left and repeat the discussion with a new partner.
Pair with another student and practise expressing agreement, partial agreement and disagreement respectfully during an informal signed exchange. Focus on turn-taking, active watching, back-channelling, and maintaining the interaction. After the activity, reflect on what was learned and explain how and why communication strategies may have changed throughout the discussion.
Participate in a class activity where the same information is presented by the teacher several times, with one or more language features changed in each presentation. After each presentation, discuss how the changed language features affected the intended meaning, message, or perception of the information.
Analyse how language features (such as non-manual features, eye gaze, body shifts and signing space) contribute to emphasis, emotion and audience engagement when expressing opinions.
Film a series of signed responses that express opinions, making deliberate changes to features such as emphasis, emotion or delivery each time. After filming, reflect on the effectiveness of each response, identifying strengths and areas for improvement in using emphasis and emotion to engage an audience.
Participate in a small-group discussion using the ‘5 Whys’ thinking routine. Begin by brainstorming as many responses as possible to an assigned question, such as:
Should Auslan be taught in all schools?
Does social media strengthen or weaken Deaf community connections?
How can young people be encouraged to participate in Deaf community events?
Share an initial response to the assigned question, then justify that response each time the question ‘Why?’ is asked, continuing for 5 rounds of questioning. Once ‘5 Whys’ have been explored, listen and respond as other group members present their questions and participate in the same process.
After all group members have completed the activity, contribute to a class discussion about the insights and learning gained, as well as the challenges faced, while using the ‘5 Whys’ routine.
Participate in a ‘Give One–Get One’ activity to develop questioning and clarification strategies that help maintain an interaction. Begin by recording as many questioning and clarification strategies as possible under the heading ‘Give one’ within the allocated time. Then move around the room, sharing one strategy from the ‘Give one’ list with other classmates and recording any new strategies received under the heading ‘Get one’. Continue exchanging ideas to build a range of effective questioning and clarification techniques.
View a question provided by the teacher and formulate a response. Move around the classroom and share the response with different classmates. Practise asking follow-up questions, seeking clarification, elaborating on ideas and responding spontaneously to a range of opinions and perspectives during each interaction.
In a group, draft and rehearse a panel discussion that explores opinions on preserving and sharing Auslan and Deaf culture. Share and justify viewpoints and provide and respond to peer feedback focused on clarity of signing, interaction skills, elaboration of ideas, and the effectiveness of justifications.
Then participate in a class informal signed panel discussion, explaining and justifying viewpoints on how Auslan and Deaf culture can be sustained within contemporary society.


Unit 1
Area of Study 2: Analysing Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Identity
	Community
	Living in Australia
	d/Deaf Australian leaders in art, literature, music, research or technology


Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse two signed texts and respond in Auslan to compare or reorganise information.


Examples of learning activities
	Watch an Auslan announcement that presents news or introduces an upcoming Deaf event (for example, an upcoming talk with a community leader). Identify the key information in the announcement and relay the important information to a partner in an informal manner, using appropriate conventions such as:
list buoys
fillers
opinions (e.g. I THINK, I BELIEVE, I THOUGHT, I WONDER)
interjecting or back-channelling (e.g. WOW, OH, AH- I SEE, ANYWAY, BACK-TO-THE-POINT, MOVING ON).
Use follow-up questions to ask a partner for more information.

	Conduct research into a well-known leader in the Deaf community. Present the achievements of your chosen leader in a formal Auslan presentation. Audience members note the formal language conventions used by the presenter.
In a class discussion, consider how the language in the presentation differs from that used in informal communication. Develop a comparative list of conventions used in presenting both formal and informal Auslan.
In pairs, participate in a role-play in which one student acts as an interviewer and the other acts as the leader in the Deaf community who has been researched, using Auslan. Prepare a script consisting of interview questions and responses, then perform the role-play for the class. Audience members summarise information gained from the role-play and share their summary using language such as FIRST, NEXT, AND-THEN, ALSO, and WRAP-UP/SUMMARY. Use list buoys to identify accomplishments, and use signing space to represent a visual timeline of events.

	View an image related to a local or national Deaf community celebration, such as the Australian Deaf Games, FLOW Festival or the Deaf Ecosystem Summit. Create a list of observations from the image and describe them in Auslan. Consider the events from the perspective of one person shown in the image. Present the findings to the class using informal Auslan. Audience members ask clarifying questions.

	Draft a role-play conversation that incorporates a range of informal Auslan expressions, attention-getting strategies (such as waving or tapping) and interjections. Create a list of Auslan expressions and back-channelling gestures (e.g. AH, PAH, OH-I-SEE, and WOW) to include in the conversation to support natural conversational flow.

	View an Auslan text about a d/Deaf leader in the community, and identify the text type used and its main characteristics (e.g. role shift, eye gaze, use of space, depicting signs, non-manual features). Create a written summary of the text to demonstrate understanding.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]View a story in Auslan and identify key language features (e.g. role shift, eye gaze, use of space, depicting signs, non-manual features). Make a list of the language features and include examples of how they are used. Create a modified version of the story by modifying the language features to change small details (e.g. spooky house → real estate visit).

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Storytelling in Auslan – summarise and modify
View an Auslan story and note the key language features used to create meaning. Note these language features and complete a table with examples of depicting signs (e.g. entity, handling, size and shape specifier [SASS]), non-manual features, eye gaze and role shift. In pairs, explain how these features help to convey the characters, setting, actions or mood of the story.
Work in small groups, with each group selecting one language feature from the table. Brainstorm different ways the chosen language feature can change the mood of a story and create a list of possible variations for that feature. Discuss how each variation could affect the meaning, outcome and delivery of the story viewed.
Revise the words and phrases in the table of key language features from the viewed Auslan story and, in small groups, brainstorm a range of comprehension questions that could be used to clarify aspects of the story.
In pairs or groups, complete a ‘Question Quadrants’ activity to analyse and select the most appropriate questions to clarify aspects of the story. Discuss different questioning techniques that elicit different information.
Work with a partner from another group to participate in a question-and-answer activity. Ask and respond to clarifying questions and demonstrate interest and engagement through the use of discourse markers and back-channelling strategies.
View the Auslan story again and answer a series of written short comprehension questions to demonstrate understanding of the story. These questions focus on identifying key events, describing what happens in sequence, and explaining how the signer uses visual features to make the story clear and engaging.
As a class, participate in a brainstorm activity to identify key aspects of the story and potential different settings, characters and events. Collate these ideas into a graphic organiser. In pairs, discuss how the story could change by substituting different settings, characters or events into the story.


Unit 1
Area of Study 3: Creating meaning in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Identity
	Personal/Community
	Sustaining language and culture
	Deaf community events supporting language and culture


Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create an informal Auslan text that relates to personal experience.
Examples of learning activities
	Participate in a variety of activities (e.g. viewing an Auslan text about an event, participating in a class brainstorm or using digital resources) to develop a targeted vocabulary bank of key signs and phrases related to the subtopic of ‘Deaf community events supporting language and culture’. This vocabulary bank will serve as a revision and/or reference tool for this unit of work. Use reputable resources such as an Auslan print dictionary, Find Sign, SignHow and Signbank to ensure accuracy and authenticity.

	Participate in a class discussion exploring the concept of ‘community’. In small groups, reflect on the people, groups and places that make up individual communities, and use a graphic organiser to map these connections. Discuss how these connections have influenced and shaped personal identity, and record key ideas on the graphic organiser.

	Complete a PMI chart about ‘The bilingual approach to a deaf child’s language development’. Participate in a class discussion sharing observations. Consider both the challenges of providing early Auslan exposure and the advantages this approach offers for the child’s overall language development.

	Participate in a class discussion about hosting an Auslan Day, including the planning required and the types of events that could be included.
Working in small groups, use the ideas generated during the discussion to develop a plan for hosting an Auslan Day at school. After completing the plan, write a persuasive letter to the principal outlining the proposed event and explaining why it would be a valuable experience for students. Translate the letter into an Auslan video message.

	Identify and research online platforms where Deaf individuals share personal stories and lived experiences or invite an Auslan guest speaker to share how their identity has been shaped over the years. View the stories and make notes about how identity has been shaped by the experiences.

	In small groups, participate in a ‘Question Starts’ activity to develop a range of questions related to identity and community. Conduct interviews with members of the Deaf community who are involved in areas such as advocacy, education or the arts, using the questions developed by the group. Present a summary of the information gathered, focusing on how the interviewees’ experiences, perspectives and identities have been shaped by their connection to the Deaf community.

	Research significant milestones and achievements within the Auslan community, such as language recognition and advocacy, Deaf clubs, education and technology. Use this information to design and create an interactive timeline. Participate in a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ activity to exchange information with a partner. Add new information gained from the discussion to the timeline.

	Conduct research into the role of language in shaping mental wellbeing, identity and the sense of belonging to community. Summarise findings and share with the class.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Participate in a structured debate exploring the importance of cultural and community events within the Deaf community. Consider how community involvement can provide connection, representation and role models, and discuss the ways these factors contribute to shaping identity and belonging.




	Share a personal anecdote about a meaningful experience that contributed to a sense of belonging within a group, such as a sporting club, dance group or friendship circle, or that helped shape personal identity. Audience members ask clarifying questions to gain a deeper understanding of the experience and its impact.

	Complete a personal reflection on how identity is shaped by experiences of living in Australia. Consider influences such as language, art, music, sport, literature, technology, family, culture and community, and explain how these factors contribute to a sense of identity and belonging.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
The importance of cultural and community events – a debate
Participate in a class brainstorm activity to generate ideas about the meaning of culture and community. Contribute to a class discussion to explore what these mean and how they relate to your lives.
Research local events within the Deaf community that bring people together. Then investigate a range of community events across Australia (such as Deaf festivals, Deaf sports, art festivals and Auslan story time). Collect and view images and videos of these events.
Select one Deaf community event to focus on. Identify key information about the event, including what it is, who attends, who organises it, and what happens, and develop a presentation in Auslan for the class. Information may include:
why the event runs and why it is important to the Deaf community
how the event supports connection, communication and belonging
the significance of Deaf role models and representation at these events
how these events support identity for Deaf individuals.
Participate in a structured debate and prepare an argument in support of the following statement: ‘Deaf community events are essential for identity and belonging’. Preparation should include ideas, possible responses to questions from others, and justification of opinions. Conclude with a reflection.
Participate in a ‘Yes, but …’ or ‘Yes, and …’ language game to practise creating sentences with counterarguments or additional information.
Participate in a structured debate exploring the importance of cultural and community events within the Deaf community.
Following the debate, contribute to a class reflection on the role of connection, representation and role models in shaping identity and belonging.




Unit 2
Area of Study 1: Interacting in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Legacy
	Community
	Innovation
	The impact of technology on Deaf communities (pros and cons)


Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a formal signed exchange to negotiate and reach agreement in social situations.
Examples of learning activities
	Research innovations that have improved communication access and safety for the Deaf community using the ‘Think, Puzzle, Explore’ thinking routine. Create a list of findings that includes the impact of each innovation on accessibility, independence and social inclusion.
In pairs, select one innovation and present the findings using formal Auslan features, such as:
signposting language
list buoys
opinion markers (such as I-THINK and BECAUSE) to organise ideas and justify viewpoints
comparative language (such as BETTER, WORSE, or MORE-EFFECTIVE)
visually representing comparisons where appropriate
explanations, reasons and examples (using language such as REASON/BECAUSE, IMPORTANT, WHY, and FOR-EXAMPLE).
Demonstrate an understanding of the diverse needs of Deaf community members, including students, older adults and d/Deafblind people, and explain who the innovation supports and how it improves communication access, safety and participation.

	Participate in a class brainstorm activity to create a ‘negotiation skills bank’ by identifying and listing language strategies that may be used in a negotiation. These strategies could include language such as FOR EXAMPLE, WHAT IF, ANOTHER IDEA, WHAT?, comparative language like BETTER COMPARE-TO THAT, BOTH SAME, or justification such as DOESN’T MATTER, IMPORTANT BECAUSE. Consider using space to organise different groups or ideas. Then participate in mini role-plays to practise using these strategies in formal Auslan.

	Participate in a class discussion to identify and collate situations that may present accessibility challenges for people who are Deaf or hard of hearing. Examples may include emergency evacuations in shopping centres, radio alerts on freeways, and public announcements at train stations. Select at least one of these scenarios and investigate ways in which accessibility could be improved. Working in pairs in a formal signed exchange, use Auslan to present a solution to the selected accessibility issue. Provide examples using list buoys with justifications, signing BECAUSE, WHAT I-F, IMPORTANT, WHY? Examples of cause and effect should be practised, such as I-F NO VISUAL ALERT, MEANS NO ACCESS.

	View visual images of a range of workplaces – some that include accessibility innovations and others that do not. In pairs or small groups, choose at least 2 images, including one that shows innovations and another that does not. In a formal signed exchange, discuss accessibility in the workplace for each of the images. Evaluate 2 contrasting images, using Auslan to emphasise key points, for example, VISUAL SUPPORT, VIBRATING ALERT, VISIBILITY, ACCESS.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]In a class discussion, collate a list of technological innovations that improve accessibility in the Deaf and hard of hearing community. Examples could include a doorbell video and flashing alert system at home or a flashing light fire alarm in the workplace. Create a personal list of scenarios or situations in which these innovations would be beneficial.
In pairs, participate in a signed exchange to discuss the matching scenario chosen and justify reasons for this match.

	Working in pairs, plan and negotiate an itinerary for a day at a Deaf community event. Each partner selects different preferences for transport, meeting arrangements, activities and event sessions, and provides reasons to support each choice.
Participate in a formal signed exchange to discuss, clarify and negotiate the details of the itinerary. Demonstrate effective use of signing space to identify and locate key features of the event, such as the staging area, market stalls, entry points and emergency evacuation areas. Use organisational strategies such as list buoys and vertical or horizontal timelines to sequence information clearly.
Include appropriate time markers to describe the schedule of events, for example: 10 O’CLOCK MORNING, EVENT START, WELCOME CEREMONY WHEN? 11 O’CLOCK, STORYTIME, ACTIVITIES 12 O’CLOCK TO TWO-THIRTY, MARKET CLOSE WHEN? 3 O’CLOCK, and 4 O’CLOCK, EVENT FINISH.

	Working in pairs, research a range of holiday destinations and select one to use in a role-play. Develop a formal signed exchange in which one partner takes the role of a travel agent and the other takes the role of a customer. During the exchange, negotiate travel plans, fares and available deals, while expressing preferences and constraints. Use appropriate language to initiate, maintain and close the exchange using non-manual features.
Include language structures such as PLAN HOLIDAY WHERE?, FLY WITH WHO?, BOOKING READY?, WILL EMAIL INFORMATION, WILL START ORGANISING, CAN CONFIRM ACCOMMODATION, and PAY HOW? Following completion of the exchange, swap roles and repeat the role-play.

	As a class, watch a presentation on recent innovations for the Deaf community (e.g. signing gloves, caption glasses). In pairs, choose one innovation to discuss, then participate in a formal signed exchange to evaluate the impact of, and potential concerns relating to, the selected innovation. Use list buoys and appropriate language to organise and justify viewpoints, such as ADVANTAGES, WHAT? NEGATIVES, WHAT? PROBLEM/CONCERNS HAVE?




	Research services that support accessibility for Deaf and hard of hearing people. Choose one service, then draft and create a signed vlog promoting the chosen service. In the blog, outline the advantages and limitations of the service. Participate in a formal signed exchange with a partner to evaluate and compare the services chosen, justifying viewpoints and supporting arguments with reasoning. Following the exchange, choose the best service and explain why. Use language such as I RATHER THAT, WHY? THIS SERVICES FEELS EASY, ACCESSIBLE, THAT FEELS COMPLICATED/DIFFICULT/EXPENSIVE, SET UP FEELS HARD-WORK.

	Research innovations relating to AI and its impact on the Deaf community. Participate in a class discussion sharing ideas. Work in pairs to draft a formal signed exchange to discuss the ethical implications of one of the innovations, for example, AI chatbots and virtual assistants for Deaf users, AI-powered sign language avatars, or wearable devices. Participate in a Socratic seminar-style discussion to explore the ethical challenges involved. Discussion should include the potential impacts of the device on the Deaf community, interpreters, and access to communication and events.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Key innovations – how they support Deaf and hard of hearing people in certain scenarios, and why they are important
Watch short clips or do research to find examples of key innovations, such as captions, Video Relay Service (VRS), alert systems, apps, interpreting services or visual alarms. Create a glossary in Auslan (sign + meaning + use) for use throughout this unit of work.
Review the glossary and group the innovations in a logical manner, then complete a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ task to identify and explain the grammatical structures required for each group of innovations. Use the grammatical structures to compose sentences that present the data in formal Auslan.
Participate in a class discussion. The focus question for the discussion is: ‘What problem relating to accessibility, inclusion or safety does each innovation solve or address?’ Take notes throughout the discussion and add to a glossary.
Participate in a jigsaw activity where each group researches the negative impact of a different innovation and highlights the arguments against the technology, then brainstorms counterarguments. Each group presents their findings.
View a debate and note down the different ways in which arguments can be sequenced, ideas can be linked and statements can be refuted. Review a transcript of the debate and highlight the sequencing and linking phrases in one colour and the phrases or grammatical structures used to refute statements in another colour. Compare the highlighting with the notes made while viewing the debate.
Provided with a list of real-life scenarios where access, inclusion and/or safety is required, choose one scenario to discuss in pairs. Identify barriers and the impacts of these barriers in each situation. Add new vocabulary and phrases to the Auslan glossary.
Provided with a list of innovations and situations, match each scenario or situation with the appropriate innovation and justify choices made. Explain and justify the match using formal Auslan.
View a list of technological innovations. For each innovation, identify possible constraints (for example, availability, budget or suitability). Then add relevant new vocabulary to a glossary under each technological innovation.
Select one innovation and use the glossary created throughout this unit of work to draft a formal presentation about the innovation. Explain in the presentation how it helps or enhances the lives of Deaf and hard of hearing people. Include some of the barriers or drawbacks of the innovation, using language such as UNFORTUNATELY, NEGATIVES, WHAT?, or negations such as CAN’T, WON’T, HAVE-NOT/NONE, NOT-YET, or IMPOSSIBLE. Present to the class using appropriate non-manual features, pacing and text type. Following the presentation, members of the audience ask clarifying questions to the presenter.


Unit 2
Area of Study 2: Analysing Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Responsibility
	Community
	Society
	Storytelling in Auslan


Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to extract and analyse information from two signed texts and respond to questions in Auslan.
Examples of learning activities
	View 2 signed storytelling presentations of the same story (e.g. ‘The Three Little Pigs’) and compare the different choices made regarding style, language and signing. Discuss how choices in signs, delivery and non-manual features influence the storytelling, and identify preferred approaches, providing reasons for those preferences. Then view or read the story in English and compare it with the Auslan presentations.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]View a range of visual texts from different presenters, identifying and listing features such as depicting signs and constructed action. Replicate segments of text, modifying the language features used (e.g. movement, pacing, non-manual features) to change aspects of the story or meaning.

	View Auslan stories (e.g. those on Auslan Storybooks) and retell a story in a different way. Participate in a group storytelling activity where each person changes one element of the story, such as the setting, characters or description, before passing it on to the next person. Reflect on how these changes influence the story and its meaning.

	View an Auslan story and respond to a series of questions in Auslan to demonstrate comprehension. Identify the use of depicting signs and constructed action and interpret their meaning.

	View a formal signed text (e.g. a news translation or announcement) and extract key information in response to short questions (e.g. who, what, where). Identify features that characterise formal signing, such as register, structure and non-manual features.

	View 2 signed texts, each for a different audience and purpose, and identify the audience, purpose and text type (e.g. persuasive, informative). Compare how language and signing choices vary between the different text types and audiences.

	View stories to identify cultural values, perspectives and key themes, and investigate how Deaf culture is embedded in storytelling. Explain in Auslan how these elements are conveyed through language features such as depicting signs, constructed action, eye gaze, spatial references, and the use of signing space. Use signing space to compare different stories and demonstrate consistent use of referent points throughout the comparison.

	Develop and deliver an informative signed news translation in the style of a chosen interpreter. Then explain, in written English or Auslan, how signing choices reflect the interpreter’s style, register and key features, using examples from the translation to support the explanation.

	View and unpack Deaf jokes, exploring how the punchline is delivered and how the joke sets itself apart from general jokes in spoken English. Answer questions about language features that contribute to the presentation of the joke, and consider how these features are integral to the humour.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Identify key features of Auslan used in storytelling and explore how these features contribute to meaning and visual representation
As a class, view a story from Auslan Storybooks. Answer questions about particular language features used, such as depicting signs and constructed action. Discuss how they are used throughout the text and how they contribute to the meaning of the story.
Create and respond to a series of questions related to 2 different stories to demonstrate comprehension of key details (e.g. who, what, where, when, how).
Compare how depicting signs, constructed action, use of space and non-manual features differ in the 2 different stories and compare their contributions to the story.
Identify elements of an Auslan story (e.g. setting, events, outcomes) and modify them to retell the story in Auslan. Use different non-manual features, depicting signs and/or constructed action to change aspects of the meaning.
Then write a reflection explaining the changes made, how specific Auslan features were used to represent information differently, and the impact these changes had on the meaning of the story. For example, changes might include altering the weather from light rain to heavy rain, or changing the outcome of a race from winning to losing.




	Compare 2 presentations of the same story and explain how different signers convey meaning through variations in constructed action, depicting signs, use of space, eye gaze, pace and emphasis. Discuss how these choices influence audience interpretation and reflect individual experiences and perspectives.


Unit 2
Area of Study 3: Creating meaning in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Legacy
	Global
	The culture of Auslan signing communities
	The impact of world travel on sign languages


Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create an informative Auslan text in response to a prompt.
Examples of learning activities
	View a range of informative Auslan texts about Deaf culture and international Deaf communities (e.g. travel vlogs, cultural explanations, Deaf events such as the Deaflympics). Working in small groups, identify the main characteristics of informative texts and some of the language and grammatical structures that are common to different informative texts. Revise how to provide opinions, and provide evidence using relevant grammatical structures.

	Participate in a ‘Claim, Support, Question’ activity. Identify a characteristic or grammatical structure associated with informative texts and support the claim with evidence from one or more texts. Respond to the claims of others by agreeing or disagreeing and providing additional evidence from the text(s) to justify the response.
Then view a new informative text, identify and highlight features of the informative text type and relevant grammatical structures, and respond to a series of short-answer questions.

	Identify different sign languages with which the class may be familiar. View film clips of people using different sign languages (e.g. Auslan vs ASL vs BSL) and compare similarities and differences in signs, structure and cultural expression. Discuss how travel and global interaction can influence the development and use of different sign languages.

	View an Auslan short film. Analyse how cultural information is conveyed in Auslan, including the use of multi-channel signs, depicting signs, constructed action, space, and non-manual features. View a short film from another country and compare how the sign language used is different to how the Australian Deaf and hard of hearing community signs, and how or what cultural information may be communicated differently.




	Brainstorm key vocabulary and concepts related to Deaf culture and global travel (e.g. Deaf community, identity, access,  international events, communication barriers). Working in groups, participate in a ‘running translation’ activity. Run to read the words or phrases in English, then run back to relay the message in Auslan to the rest of the group. Practise using these words or phrases in short informative explanations or role-plays.

	Consider the importance of body language and facial expressions in conveying meaning, then discuss how cultural, historical and social contexts can influence interpretation. Explore this by selecting a single sign or phrase (for example, REALLY) and expressing it using different non-manual features to convey meanings such as sarcasm, disappointment, surprise or enthusiasm.
Then compare how emotions are expressed in Auslan and another sign language, such as Indian Sign Language, identifying similarities and differences in the use of signs, facial expressions, and other non-manual features. Reflect on how language and culture influence the way emotions and meaning are communicated.

	Watch footage of Deaf people from different countries communicating at an international Deaf event. Identify strategies used to overcome language differences and discuss how international travel has influenced sign language development, Deaf culture and global Deaf connections.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Explain how travel impacts sign languages, including through language contact, borrowing of signs, and influence of International Sign communication strategies between Deaf people from different countries. Present this as a short, structured explanation in Auslan.

	Complete a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ activity to brainstorm factors that may encourage or influence the use and development of sign languages on a global scale, beyond travel (for example, social media, technology, education or international events).

	In small groups, view an article or video discussion examining how different factors influence sign languages globally, with each group focusing on a different influence. Review the glossary of command terms and participate in an online revision activity to learn and practise key command terms in Auslan.
Using relevant command terms, create comprehension questions based on the assigned text or video. Then exchange materials with another group, view their text or video, and respond to the comprehension questions provided. Finally, review and discuss responses as a group, using evidence from the text or video to justify answers.

	In pairs, participate in a question-and-answer activity where each partner receives a card with a different cultural concept written on it (e.g. Deaf Gain, community identity, importance of visual communication, language deprivation, Visual Vernacular). Using clear structure, appropriate formality, and visual-spatial features, each partner explains their cultural concept. Once this is done, swap cards and repeat the process with a different partner.




	View a persuasive advertisement about d/Deaf or d/Deafblind travel, or international communication. Record key information, such as statistics, prices, locations and other relevant details, and respond to a series of short-answer questions.
Then transform the information from the persuasive text into an informative text. Present the informative text in Auslan, focusing on clear organisation, accurate information, and effective use of language features to support audience understanding. Participate in a peer review process and provide constructive feedback on the presentations of others.
Finally, complete an exit ticket reflection that evaluates the feedback received and identifies areas for future improvement in the structure, clarity and delivery of the informative text.

	Find an announcement relating to a national or international Deaf event. Detail information such as dates, events, ticket pricing or booking details and respond to short-answer questions. Transform the information from this text into a conversational text with a partner, pretending to discuss interest in the event and how to make plans to attend. Make note of how the announcement or informative text compares to the conversational text between you and your partner, making note of audience, text type, language use, register and context. Differences might be pacing, eye gaze, interjections, non-manual features, organisation of information or list buoys.

	View a short film about a global event (e.g. the Deaflympics), then brainstorm key words or phrases for elements of the global event that may benefit from having a more global sign to communicate information for certain ideas, experiences and attitudes. Participate in a ‘Circle of Viewpoints’ activity, considering the global event from the points of view of different people involved (e.g. participants, event organisers, performers) and discussing how the use of these global signs would impact their experiences of the event.

	Investigate the role of International Sign at global Deaf events such as the Deaflympics, World Federation of the Deaf conferences, or other international Deaf gatherings. Discuss the advantages and limitations of International Sign for communication between Deaf and hard of hearing people from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

	Participate in a ‘Circle of Viewpoints’ activity, considering the perspectives of different people involved in international Deaf events (e.g. athletes, spectators, organisers, interpreters, Deaf travellers). Discuss how International Sign may support communication, participation and inclusion for each group.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
How travel impacts sign languages, including through language contact, borrowing of signs, and influence of International Sign communication strategies between Deaf people from different countries
View a clip of deaf people from different countries interacting with each other, such as at World Federation of the Deaf Youth Section Camp, and discuss how they communicate with each other and break down communication barriers.
Explore examples of Deaf Gain in global travel, identifying how travel creates new opportunities for connection, language development and cultural exchange.
Investigate how technology supports communication across sign languages (e.g. translation apps, video calling, captions). Evaluate how effective these tools are.
Investigate what International Sign is and why it’s not a complete language.
View signs that are used in countries other than Australia, such as ‘popular streaming and delivery services’, and investigate how these signs have been globalised.
Review travel vlogs by deaf travellers and explain how these travellers break through communication barriers when interacting with deaf or hearing people throughout their travels.
Investigate how social media platforms influence the spread of signs globally. Identify examples of signs that have become widely recognised across different sign languages.
Investigate the role of interpreters in international contexts and the challenges involved in working across different sign languages. Discuss how meaning is adapted rather than directly translated and how they work in settings such as world Deaf forums and the Deaflympics.
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