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[bookmark: _Toc167708846]Unit 3
Area of Study 1: Interacting in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Sustainability
	Community
	Sustaining language and culture
	Celebrating, preserving and sharing language and culture


Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in an informal signed exchange to explain and justify opinions in Auslan.
Examples of learning activities
	Practise culturally appropriate greetings and conversational openers in Auslan, using greetings such as HOW ARE YOU, LONG_TIME_NO_SEE, and ask questions to inquire after the wellbeing of others, using timeline signs such as RECENTLY, YOU D-O WHAT, WORK/SCHOOL GOOD? FAMILY, WELL? EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENT, YES-NO? to ask what they have been up to. Responses should include genuine detail (for example, rather than YES GOOD/OKAY, sharing a piece of news or information about a recent event) and follow-up questions to maintain the natural flow of conversation. Then participate in a whole-class discussion to reflect on the cultural conventions that underpin Auslan greetings, such as why asking how others have been isn’t just a polite phrase but an actual question that demands detail, and why sharing detailed information is culturally important to those who are d/Deaf or hard of hearing.

	View a range of vlogs, interviews or social media clips in Auslan that focus on Deaf community events such as Auslan Day, National Week of Deaf People, Deaf festivals or Deaf sporting events. In small groups, identify the opinions expressed in the texts and discuss in English how signers justify their viewpoints using examples, explanations and non-manual features. Make a list of Auslan language features used.

	In pairs, participate in role-plays in Auslan where one student plays a Deaf community elder or experienced Auslan user, and the other plays someone new to the community such as a child of deaf adults (CODA), a new Auslan learner or someone newly identifying as Deaf. The ‘newcomer’ asks questions (e.g. relating to community events or Auslan etiquette), and the ‘elder’ responds to each question, explaining and justifying the underlying cultural significance and using an appropriate informal register.

	Participate in a whole-class brainstorm to create a class list of question words and stems to be used in an interview with someone from the Deaf community. Work in pairs and choose an annual event that happens in the Deaf community, such as the Deaf Ecoystem Summit or the Australian Deaf Games. Use the class list to develop interview questions and plan the structure of the interview. Participate in a role-play where the interview is conducted with someone who attended the event. The interviewer asks the attendee questions about their memories and perceptions of the event.

	Individually write one fact about Auslan; Deaf culture and community; Deaf history; or accessibility on a piece of paper. Participate in a ‘Paper Snowball Fight’ activity: scrunch the paper into a ball and throw it to another student. Take turns picking up the nearest paper ball and sharing the fact written inside with the class, using culturally appropriate language features. For example, wave to get the attention of the class (using an appropriate Deaf attention-gaining strategy), then start explaining with the sign KNOW-YOU (Did you know …?), before signing the fact (translating from the written English into Auslan, rather than reading it aloud). Respond in a culturally appropriate manner to indicate understanding (e.g. a nod or a sign such as REALLY or OH-I-SEE), and practise receptive engagement and turn-taking as listeners.

	Watch the teacher sign a set of statements related to language or culture preservation in Auslan (e.g. ‘Auslan should be a compulsory subject in all Australian schools’, ‘social media has helped preserve Deaf culture’, ‘interpreters should always be Deaf-trained’). In Auslan, respond to each signed statement (e.g. AGREE/DISAGREE?UNSURE) and justify the response, using non-manual features and commenting on others’ justifications.

	In pairs, develop an Auslan script for an informal conversation focusing on a plan to attend the Australian Deaf Games. The conversation should include culturally appropriate conventions to open and close the exchange. It should begin with an informal greeting and include a discussion about where and when the Games are being held, which sports you would like to attend and why (including a brief justified opinion, e.g. why one sport should be prioritised over another), accommodation arrangements, and which group events (e.g. walk, dinner) you would like to attend.
Example sentences may include: ‘AUSTRALIAN DEAF GAMES SOON! MUST PREPARE! HOTEL BOOKED, YES-NO? SPORTS WATCH WHICH? MUST WATCH BASKETBALL, MENS TEAM PLAY WHEN? [DAY] [DATE]. CATCH UP WHERE? D-A-I-S-Y RESTAURANT, [DAY] NIGHT.’ Ensure yes/no questions and wh- questions are marked with the correct non-manual features.

	Research a well-known Deaf artist or performer (such as Visual Vernacular storyteller), either in Australia or elsewhere. Identify aspects of the artist or their artistry that link back to their Deaf identity and culture, and prepare a summary of the main points to share with the class in English.

	In groups, conduct detailed research on one annual event held within the Deaf community and hosted by a Deaf organisation relating to sport, arts, or social and community life. Individually participate in a ‘jigsaw sharing’ activity, then move to a group that researched a different event. Share findings in Auslan and ask each other questions about the research, using appropriate attention-gaining strategies before asking questions. Return to your original group and complete an ‘I LEARN WHAT?’ round. Each person repeats what the student before them shared before providing their own reflection, using list buoys to sequence the different pieces of information they’ve learned. Students might begin with I-LEARN WHAT? and draw from sentence starters such as I THOUGHT…, I FEEL…, ME SURPRISED WHY…, I ENJOYED KNOWING… Include one opinion about another group’s event, for example, whether they would like to attend or how it compares to the event their own group researched, and include a brief justification for your opinion.




	View a range of Auslan texts from different genres such as storytelling, education, comedy, vlogging and news. In small groups, discuss each text to identify what makes the content authentic and valuable: what lived experience or cultural knowledge is the creator drawing on, and how does that show up in the content itself (e.g. specific cultural references, language choices, storytelling techniques unique to Deaf experience)? Choose a favourite text and prepare a short presentation to the class answering the questions ‘Why does this creator’s content matter?’ and ‘Why does this text deserve a wider audience?’, using specific examples from the text and justifying your opinions. Other groups ask follow-up questions or express opinions. You may agree, may add a comparison to another creator, or may offer a respectful alternative view. Use appropriate non-manual features to mark agreement, curiosity or gentle disagreement.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Participate in an informal panel discussion or round-table conversation focusing on the topic ‘Celebrating Auslan and Deaf culture’. Respond to others’ viewpoints, ask follow-up questions, clarify meaning and justify opinions using appropriate language features for interaction.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
An informal panel discussion on the topic ‘Celebrating Auslan and Deaf culture’
View a range of Auslan texts and identify vocabulary related to sustaining language and culture, including signs such as PRESERVE, COMMUNITY, TRADITION, ACCESS, BELONGING, RESPONSIBILITY, IDENTITY, INCLUDE, PARTICIPATE and FUTURE. Create a word bank video defining these signs, including how to make the appropriate hand.
View a range of Auslan texts such as vlogs, interviews, community announcements and social media clips that discuss Deaf community events, Auslan education or language preservation. Analyse the texts, identify how signers express and justify opinions, and discuss in small groups using Auslan language such as I THOUGHT X INTERESTING, WHY…. ME SURPRISED ABOUT Y- I THOUGHT … BUT ME WRONG-MINDED!
Discuss the role of Deaf community events such as Auslan Day, National Week of Deaf People, Deaf festivals and Deaf sporting events in supporting language and cultural identity. Identify the text type features of an announcement and revise the use of informative or persuasive language in Auslan, then create an announcement about one of these events. Once complete, review your draft, reflecting on a series of self-assessment questions provided by the teacher, and make any additional changes to your announcement before submitting it for feedback. Consider the tone (e.g. warm, urgent, formal) and how this is conveyed by the signer either through body language, non-manual features or signing choices.
Participate in a ‘conversation circle’ activity. As a class, sit in 2 rows so that each student is facing a partner. Practise expressing agreement, partial agreement and disagreement respectfully during informal signed exchanges; for example, discuss which event in the Deaf community may be the most popular, giving justifications such as I THINK DEAF FESTIVAL MORE POPULAR, WHY? HAVE MORE EXCITING ACTIVITIES, MORE PEOPLE CONGREGATE, MORE PERFORMANCES. Focus on turn-taking, active watching, back-channelling and maintaining the interaction, while working within a time limit. At the end of each round, move one seat to the left in your row and repeat the activity. When everyone in the row has spoken, the whole class reflects on what they have learned.
Watch your teacher present the same information several times, each time changing one or more elements. Analyse how non-manual features, eye gaze, body shifts and signing space contribute to emphasis, emotion and audience engagement when expressing opinions. After each presentation, discuss how the change impacted the intention or perception of the information. Film yourself expressing opinions several times, making similar changes between presentations. View the recording and reflect on what was done well and what might improve your expression of emphasis and emotion to engage the audience.
Use the ‘5 Whys’ thinking routine to participate in pair and small-group discussions exploring questions such as:
Should Auslan be a compulsory subject in all Australian schools?
Has social media helped preserve Deaf culture?
Should interpreters always be Deaf-trained?
Respond to each signed question one at a time (AGREE/DISAGREE?UNSURE) using non-manual features.
Brainstorm as many answers as possible for each question. Take turns presenting answers, including reasons. Other group members actively focus on what is being presented and ask ‘Why?’. ‘Why?’ is asked 5 times before the discussion moves to the next member of the group. Once the ‘5 Whys’ activity is finished, discuss the challenges faced and learnings gained from this activity.
Participate in a ‘Give One–Get One’ activity to practise questioning and clarification strategies. Note down as many questioning and clarification strategies as possible under the heading ‘Give one’. Move around the room, sharing one strategy from the ‘Give one’ list with other students and noting down any new questioning or clarification strategies received. View a question provided by the teacher, such as ‘What challenges might a Deaf person have faced living in early colonial Australia?’ or ‘What makes a good Auslan storyteller?’. Formulate a personal response, then participate in a second round of ‘Give One–Get One’, sharing responses with other students. Consider language features such as facial expressions, role shifting, non-manual features, eye gaze, signposting and depicting signs.
Examples of informal panel discussions or community conversations in Auslan are modelled by the teacher. Identify and note effective interaction features, such as the clear organisation of ideas, justification of opinions, audience awareness and smooth turn-taking.
As a class, draft and rehearse a small-group panel discussion, sharing and justifying opinions on the topic ‘Preserving and sharing Auslan and Deaf culture’. Provide and respond to peer feedback, focusing on clarity of signing, interaction skills, elaboration and effectiveness of justification.
Participate in a signed panel discussion to explain and justify personal viewpoints on the topic ‘Sustaining Auslan and Deaf culture within contemporary Australian society’. Engage in an informal panel discussion, using conversational features such as regular turn-taking, interjections, back-channelling and clarifying questions (e.g. YOU MEAN WHAT?, CAN YOU GIVE-ME EXAMPLE?). Then participate in a formal panel discussion, using a facilitator or chairperson (where appropriate), structured turn-taking, formal signposting (e.g. FIRSTLY, ALSO, HOWEVER, IN CONCLUSION), and a formal register with purposeful use of non-manual features. Following the panel discussions, reflect on the differences between informal and formal signed interactions, and consider how language choices, turn-taking, register, and the delivery of information change according to audience and purpose.




Unit 3
Area of Study 2: Analysing Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Identity
	Global
	Living in Australia
	Deaf history in Australia and beyond


Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from signed texts related to different aspects of the subtopic studied to develop a formal signed response.
Examples of learning activities
	View or read an account (e.g. a biography, recorded interview or personal story) about the experience of a Deaf person growing up in Australia and going to a Deaf school, and identify the key information from the text. Prepare a formal Auslan presentation summarising the person’s experience. Consider key stylistic features, for example, formal register; formal introduction; signposts such as LONG TIME AGO, FIRSTLY, ALSO, BUT, (IN)SUMMARY; and use of clear referents and space when referring to the person of interest. Individually present to the audience, using phrases such KNOW-YOU (did you know), or THANKS (for) WATCHING. Students in the audience note stylistic features used in the presentation, such as eye gaze, signposting, list buoys, referents and, where appropriate, repetition or non-manual features for emphasis or tone.

	In small ‘home’ groups, research an archival photo or document related to Deaf community history (e.g. a Deaf cricket club, a Deaf school classroom, early captioning or teletypewriter (TTY) technology, a Deaf social club event). Identify one fact associated with it, then move into ‘expert’ groups with other students who were assigned the same photo. Share facts, compare information and work together to refine ideas. Practise signing the facts using past tense and time signs, drawing on a modelled example such as: LONG TIME AGO, APPROXIMATELY 1940–1955, MELBOURNE DEAF PEOPLE WHAT? ALWAYS WATCH DEAF CRICKET, EVERY SUNDAY. SOME CHEER, SOME PLAY, SOME MAKE LUNCH, CHAT. THAT EVENT IMPORTANT EVERY WEEK, HELP EVERYONE GATHER. Return to the home group and take turns signing the fact to the group, so that by the end, everyone has learned about each of the different photos. As a final step, participate in a small group discussion about what photos collectively reveal about Deaf community life. Contribute one signed sentence that connects 2 of the photos shared in your group.

	View historical videos or documentation of Auslan in Australia. Use an Auslan dictionary to compare signs used in the past to those used today. Discuss and make note of how Auslan was signed in the past and compare this with how people sign formally today. Consider the influences that may have forced some signs to evolve over time, such as social, geographical or technological factors, or changes in societal norms (e.g. some signs may appear inappropriate or offensive by today’s standards). Share observations in pairs or small groups, for example, I NOTICED SIGN FOR PHONE CHANGED, HOW? STARTED LIKE ***SIGN**, EVOLVE, BECOME ** NEW SIGN***. I THINK CHANGED WHY? TECHNOLOGY UPDATE, LOOK DIFFERENT, HOLD DIFFERENT.

	View a range of historical and contemporary Auslan texts, such as historical informative responses, news reports, birthday speeches, invitations to events, and announcements (e.g. warnings, news updates, event announcements or general information). Working in small groups, identify the text type, purpose, audience, register and language choices used in each text, and provide reasons to justify each decision. Create an original Auslan text on a chosen topic, such as a weather warning, event invitation, important news, or instructions. Make deliberate choices about the text type, purpose, audience, register and language features to ensure the message is appropriate and effective for the intended audience.

	Drawing on a range of signed historical texts about Deaf life in early Australia, work collaboratively to solve a series of historical challenges. Using evidence gathered from these texts, determine how Deaf people may have found employment, communicated with others, accessed education and participated in community life during this period. Use information from multiple sources to justify conclusions before presenting and explaining solutions in a formal signed response. Incorporate formal language structures, such as IMPACT WHAT?, SET UP, HOW?, as well as signposting features, including FIRSTLY, SECONDLY, BUT, ALSO, (in) SUMMARY. Support ideas with statements, for example, DEAF SCHOOL IMPORTANT, WHY? COMMUNITY GROW, LANGUAGE SHARED, DEVELOP IDENTITY, FEEL INCLUDED. Clearly controlled use of non-manual features should be appropriate to the topic, context and audience.

	View 2 or more Auslan documentaries, interviews or vlogs about important Deaf community events, such as Deaf festivals, Deaf sports competitions, or advocacy campaigns. Identify stylistic features associated with the purpose, audience and key messages of each text, such as use of space, non-manual features, use of repetition, constructed action, depicting signs or list buoys. Present a summary incorporating information from 2 of the texts using a different text type, purpose and audience.

	Conduct research into the question ‘How has technology influenced the evolution and standardisation of Auslan within the Deaf community across Australia?’. In small groups, compare historical and contemporary Auslan texts to identify regional variation and changes in signs. Consider what influence technologies such as real-time video calling and social media may have had on this change. Analyse whether these technologies have increased exposure to different signing styles and, as a result, contributed to greater consistency in sign use.

	Draft a response to the research question using the conventions of a formal signed text. Support opinions using examples (e.g. I THINK SIGNS MORE SAME NOW. WHY? FACE TIME, ZOOM, SOCIAL MEDIA, SEE OTHER SIGNS, LEARN, COPY, SIGN SAME. PAST—NO INTERNET, EXPENSIVE TRAVEL, NO TV, CAN’T SEE SIGNS FROM OTHER PLACES).

	View 2 or more formal Auslan presentations relating to Deaf education, Deaf organisations or the evolution of Auslan. Identify the main ideas and supporting details, then draft and present a signed timeline. Use chronological sequencing, horizontal timeline mapping, dates, signposting (e.g. FIRST, THEN, LATER) and cause-and-effect language to explain significant historical events.

	View 2 or more historical and contemporary Auslan texts related to Deaf history in Australia and around the world. Identify key information, themes and perspectives presented in the texts. Revise language used for comparison (e.g. positive, comparative and superlative adjectives), and then create a text comparing how Deaf experiences and opportunities have changed over time.

	Revise how past tense is expressed in Auslan, then create a table listing sentences in both present and past tense and highlight the appropriate grammatical structures. Research significant milestones in Deaf history, such as the recognition of Auslan, the establishment of Deaf schools and organisations, the rise of captioning services, or Deaf rights movements. To summarise your research, draft a formal review in Auslan using the past tense, and present your findings to the class.

	As a class, view an historical photograph and complete a ‘Word, phrase, sentence’ activity, first brainstorming words for what you see, then phrases, and finally creating a sentence to describe elements in the image. Interpret the key message conveyed in the image.
Then, use the ‘Word, phrase, sentence’ strategy to analyse 2 or more historical photographs and archival footage of Deaf community interviews. Analyse what these texts reveal about communication access, education, identity and social attitudes towards Deaf people across different time periods.

	View and compare 2 or more Auslan texts that discuss the topic of Deaf education approaches such as oralism, bilingual education or total communication. Identify the text types and the language features used, such as role shift, constructed action, use of space and repetition. Then identify the different viewpoints represented in the texts.

	Research an influential Deaf leader, advocate or community member in Australia or internationally. Analyse how they have contributed to Deaf history, language rights and/or community identity and create a mind map to collate the information. Share your mind map with other students, and add relevant information to your mind map based on the feedback you receive, your reflections and new learnings.

	Compare Deaf history and experiences in Australia with those in another country. Analyse similarities and differences in areas such as education, interpreting services, media representation, technology and community access, and collate findings using a Venn diagram. Then draft a review of your findings, using language features to signpost key information.

	Complete a ‘Know, Wonder, Learn’ (KWL) activity to reflect on existing knowledge and understanding of historical discrimination, audism and barriers to communication access experienced by Deaf people. View short videos from 2 different time periods and record ideas that were already known, as well as any new information learned from the videos. Develop and present a formal commentary in Auslan explaining how attitudes, opportunities, and policies affecting Deaf people have changed over time. Use examples and scenes from the videos to support key points and illustrate changes across the 2 periods. Evaluate the impact of these changes on Deaf communities.

	Research how technology has influenced Deaf communication throughout history, including TTY, SMS, video relay services, captioning and social media. Analyse how these developments have transformed community connection and access to information.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]View 2 or more Auslan texts to analyse historical and contemporary perspectives on Deaf education and communication access.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Analysing historical and contemporary perspectives on Deaf education and communication access
View a range of Auslan texts to collate a list of vocabulary related to Deaf history, education and communication access, including signs such as HISTORY, RIGHTS, EDUCATION, ACCESS, ORALISM, BILINGUAL, COMMUNITY, ADVOCATE, INTERPRETER, CAPTIONING and EQUAL.
View a short Auslan text and use note-taking strategies, timelines and/or comparison charts to extract and organise key information. Summarise the information and present it to a partner, who asks clarifying questions about the way information has been presented. Provide feedback to your partner about their summary.
View the list of text types and the styles of signing in the Auslan Study Design. Participate in a whole-class discussion about how different text types present information and viewpoints about Deaf history and community experiences in different ways. View a range of Auslan and multimodal texts (such as documentaries, interviews, historical footage, community vlogs, timelines and archival materials) relating to the topic of Deaf education and communication access in Australia and internationally. Identify the text type, signing style, purpose, audience and perspective of each text.
View a range of interviews with people expressing opinions and viewpoints. Analyse how signing features such as depicting signs, constructed action, non-manual features, eye gaze and use of signing space contribute to providing information, creating meaning and engaging the audience in the texts. Identify and note signing features to use more often when communicating in Auslan.
Complete a ‘Here Now / There Then’ activity. Explore current experiences of Deaf education and communication access. Next, imagine travelling back in time to a period when these experiences were different, and consider what might have been seen, heard or experienced. Reflect on both the contemporary and historical experiences of Deaf people, and explain possible reasons for the changes that have occurred over time. Then, watch a related text to confirm, challenge or deepen understanding of Deaf education and communication access in both the past and present. Conclude by identifying aspects of the topic that spark curiosity to explore further.
Explore significant historical events and movements that have shaped Deaf communities, such as the Milan Conference, the recognition of Auslan, Deaf rights advocacy, and the development of interpreting and captioning services. Use this learning to create a video recording that summarises the key ideas and insights discovered. After recording, take part in a ‘Gallery Walk’ by viewing classmates’ videos and learning about their chosen topics and perspectives. To conclude, complete an ‘exit ticket’ by sharing 3 things learned from the Gallery Walk, 2 areas of interest for further learning, and one fact or idea that was surprising.
Collate a list of language features for presenting a formal signed review, critique or explanation of a text. In pairs, practise organising information logically, sequencing ideas clearly and supporting key points with relevant examples. Respond to the text using language features appropriate to the text type, audience and purpose.




	Analyse a range of Auslan texts presented by Deaf people from different generations and backgrounds. Identify variations in signing style, including the use of signing space, pace, movement, non-manual features and levels of expressiveness. In small groups, discuss how factors such as age, lived experience, purpose, audience and historical context may influence language choices and presentation style. Consider differences in the use of signing space, non-manual features, movement, lexicalised signs, constructed action and depicting signs. Participate in a whole-class discussion to share ideas about the factors that may contribute to variations in signing style. Consider influences such as schooling experiences, family background, community connections, and the timing and extent of exposure to Auslan.
View modelled examples of formal signed presentations analysing historical issues within Deaf communities. Identify features such as clarity of explanation, organisation of ideas, audience awareness and use of supporting evidence. Select 3 language features, vocabulary items, or phrases and incorporate them into a short, formal signed presentation, such as a summary or review of historical issues.
Draft and rehearse a formal signed text comparing historical and contemporary perspectives on Deaf education and communication access. Provide and respond to peer feedback on accuracy, analysis, clarity and use of formal signing conventions.
Draft and record a formal signed text analysing and evaluating how Deaf education and communication access have evolved over time and the impact these changes have had on Deaf communities locally and globally. Submit the recording to your teacher for feedback. The formal presentation should include characteristics such as a clear purpose, information, opinion or reflection, use of space, and a clear structure. List buoys should be used to organise information, and non-manual features should be appropriate and relevant to the context and audience.


Unit 3
Area of Study 3: Creating meaning in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Responsibility
	Community
	Work
	The world of work


Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create an informal descriptive, reflective or imaginative Auslan text for a specific context, purpose and audience.
Examples of learning activities
	Brainstorm a wide range of jobs and professions, then develop a vocabulary bank by exploring relevant Auslan signs and ways to describe different occupations using depicting signs and constructed action. Include and apply key concepts such as RESPONSIBILITY, ROLE, LOOK-AFTER, LEAD, SUPPORT, and related terms.




	In pairs, view a series of images showing people in different occupations and roles, and describe their uniforms, tools and daily responsibilities in an informal Auslan description, using depicting signs and constructed action where appropriate. Then, the teacher presents each occupation or role in Auslan, and students race to find the matching image.

	View a descriptive text in Auslan about a particular occupation and identify the stylistic devices used (e.g. repetition, mouthing, indicating verbs, depicting signs and constructed action). In pairs, discuss how these devices create different effects within the text. Then draft and present a reflective text that outlines the daily routine of a specific worker from the start to the end of a day.

	Research how workplaces can be made accessible for Deaf and hard of hearing individuals. Consider aspects such as communication access (e.g. interpreters, captioning), visual alert systems and inclusive workplace practices. Then create and present a Deaf awareness training video in Auslan for a workplace of your choice. The video should describe a supportive, Deaf-friendly environment.

	Imagine how accessibility for Deaf and hard of hearing individuals may change in the future through technology, for example, an AI hologram Auslan interpreter or an Auslan internet bot that translates in real time. Write or sign an imaginative reflection on your experience.

	Revise the structure of questions in Auslan and brainstorm a series of interview questions about jobs, specific roles and different responsibilities. Then interview a member of the Deaf community about their job and create a profile that describes the job, role(s) and responsibilities. Create a biography in Auslan about the person you interviewed, outlining their achievements and reflecting on what you found inspiring. The biographies are then presented in a showcase about the diversity of employment skills and talents within the Deaf community, as part of Auslan Day or National Week of Deaf People celebrations, or a Careers Week display.

	Participate in a class survey in Auslan about the employment experience of students in the class (e.g. paid employment, volunteering or work experience) and present the results visually in a chart or graphic. Revise how to present the data in Auslan (e.g. PEOPLE WORKING HOSPITALITY, HOW MANY? 25%. PEOPLE WORKING SHOPS/RETAIL, HOW MANY? 38%. PEOPLE NONE JOBS, HOW MANY? 32%.), then discuss the results in Auslan in small groups. Spend 30 seconds silently reflecting on key learnings from the activity, then share these reflections with a partner.

	View informative Auslan videos produced by Deaf organisations or businesses in which they welcome visitors and introduce their services, and identify Auslan language and phrases that are common to all videos. These may include common language features, greetings, phrases, grammatical structures, and presentation techniques used to engage the audience. Select an Australian company or organisation that does not currently have an introductory video in Auslan. Create a signed introductory video that describes the company’s purpose, services and values for a specified target audience. Participate in a peer reflection.




	Participate in a ‘Learning Stations’ activity to revise the language features and grammatical structures that support descriptive language. Then research jobs in a well-known Australian company or brand, and plan, draft and present a short speech in Auslan describing one of these jobs. In the description, outline how the workplace has evolved over time, the deaf-friendly features and the benefits of working in an inclusive company. Language choices should suit a particular context, purpose and audience. Present the description to the class, who must identify the intended audience. Members of the class should then indicate whether or not they would join this company and justify the reason for their decision.

	Participate in an Auslan job interview role-play and present a strong case for suitability for the position. Explain how personal skills and abilities match the requirements of the job, describe the unique qualities that would make a positive contribution to the role, and discuss how previous experiences align with the job description. Support responses with relevant examples and evidence to justify suitability for the position.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Students participate in a role-play of a job interview in Auslan
Develop vocabulary related to employment, job interviews and workplace expectations. In small groups, practise new signs for a range of occupations, workplace skills and personal qualities, such as EXPERIENCE, SKILL, QUALIFICATION, RESPONSIBILITY, TEAMWORK, COMMUNICATE, ORGANISE, RELIABLE, FLEXIBLE and SUITABLE.
In pairs, participate in mini role-plays (e.g. serving a customer, working in an office, leading a team) and use depicting signs and constructed action to represent different workplace roles and interactions. Experiment with role shifts to distinguish between interviewer and interviewee.
The teacher models a job interview in Auslan. Using this model, identify relevant vocabulary, grammatical structures and/or phrases that support the description of a job interview in Auslan, such as LAST JOB, WHERE? EXPLAIN-TO-ME YOUR WORK HISTORY. YOUR SKILLS, EXPERIENCE, WHAT? In pairs, practise describing what the job involves, including key responsibilities, expectations and required skills, e.g. IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES WHAT? WORK EXPECTATIONS, MUST… Use clear spatial organisation and list buoys to structure information.
View a number of job advertisements (written and/or video). Identify key requirements, skills and experience, and summarise this information in Auslan. Analyse the advertisement, identifying common requirements, and investigate why certain qualities are valued and how these qualities relate to workplace success.
Take part in a whole-class discussion exploring why it is important to use strategies to justify responses in Auslan. Then, work with a partner and use question cards (provided by the teacher) to practise responding to different questions. Take turns selecting a card, and structure each response by identifying a relevant skill or quality, giving an example, and explaining why it is important in the context of the role. Use linking signs such as WHY, BECAUSE, SO, IMPORTANT and RESULT to clearly show reasoning and connections between ideas.
View a film clip of a job interview and participate in a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ activity. Identify features that represent a formal register and consider how these features can be translated in Auslan. In pairs, discuss observations, with each pair presenting their findings to the class.
List information useful in responding to a job application. Work with a partner to practise in Auslan, adjusting signing style, non-manual features and body language to suit a formal interview context, including appropriate eye gaze, posture and clarity of expression. Reflect on how each of these language features differs between formal and informal register.
Brainstorm common interview questions, such as TELL-ME ABOUT YOU, THIS JOB, WHY? YOUR STRENGTHS WHAT? YOUR EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH CUSTOMERS, WHAT?
Practise formulating clear and appropriate questions in Auslan, and respond to follow-up questions, demonstrating the qualities required to maintain an interaction. Take turns playing the role of the interviewer and the applicant. Use language features to clearly structure and justify responses. Create a reflection or review in Auslan, considering your experiences in the role of either interviewer or interviewee.
Participate in an ‘I do, we do, you do’ activity. First, view an Auslan description of the personal skills, qualities and prior experience required for a specific job, then complete a sample response as a whole class. Students then work in pairs or small groups to draft individual responses. Students may use examples from school, work or their personal world to provide evidence of skills and/or abilities and practise signed vocabulary such as TEAM WORK, LEADERSHIP, PROBLEM SOLVING, CUSTOMER, ORGANISING, EMAILING, and CONTACTING CLIENTS. Students should focus on expanding responses beyond simple statements.
View and analyse modelled Auslan job interview examples. Answer comprehension questions about the role (e.g. describe the type of work that will be undertaken, outline the skills required for the role). Identify text type features such as organisation of ideas, use of examples, clarity of signing, and audience awareness. Consider responses from the previous activity, and reflect on what was done well and areas for improvement.
Identify 3 language features that are most important in a formal job interview and explain why they are appropriate for this type of communication. Consider features such as using a clear structure, maintaining formal language instead of using informal Auslan expressions like HASH or BA-BA, applying formal use of non-manual features, and relying more on lexicalised signs than depicting signs or constructed action.
Imagine being successful in a job interview and having completed the first week in a new role. Create and present a personal reflection in Auslan that describes the experiences, challenges, achievements and feelings from that first week of work. Include anecdotal storytelling techniques to bring events to life, and use time markers to clearly show when different experiences and events occurred.




Unit 4
Area of Study 1: Interacting in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Responsibility
	Personal
	Society
	Staying connected through social media


Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information in a formal signed presentation and then explain and justify opinions.
Examples of learning activities
	Participate in a whole-class brainstorm to discuss the different methods people use to stay connected, including face-to-face and online communication, in both local and global contexts. Then develop a shared vocabulary bank of signs related to the communication methods identified in the brainstorm session. Select the 4 methods you use the most frequently and present these to your peers in Auslan, explaining your preferences. Use list buoys to list 3 preferred methods of communication, and include language such as I RATHER COMMUNICATE USING…

	Research ways that communication access has evolved over time for Deaf and hard of hearing people, particularly through technology. In small groups, share findings and develop a shared glossary of relevant signs. Participate in a ‘Circle of Viewpoints’ and discuss the impact that the developments have had on the Deaf community’s sense of connectedness, shared advocacy, news, and resources.

	Survey classmates, asking the question, ‘What are your most frequently used online communication methods?’ Share findings in small groups, comparing similarities and differences, and suggesting reasons for trends.

	Research different Deaf and hard of hearing content creators, the platforms they use and the content they create. Participate in a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ activity to discuss how the platforms may facilitate awareness and communication, and consider their accessibility for Deaf users, explaining how and why.

	Participate in a class debate on the topic ‘Is social media beneficial or detrimental to the Deaf community?’ Present and justify viewpoints using formal Auslan. Responses should include signposts (e.g. FIRSTLY, SECONDLY, ALSO, BUT) and list buoys, and use language such as POSITIVE WHY? SPREAD MORE AWARENESS, NETWORKING EASY, EASY FIND NEW PEOPLE, EASY SEE SAME EXPERIENCE, CAN CHALLENGE OR LEARN NEW EXPERIENCES to justify opinions.

	View a range of historical and contemporary Auslan texts. In small groups, analyse features such as signing style, body language and language use, and participate in a ‘Here Now / There Then’ thinking routine to compare how communication has changed across generations. Discuss what factors may have influenced the change.

	View a number of informal and formal social media announcements from different Deaf organisations and content creators. Identify both the formal and informal language features used and list these features in a table. Then create 2 different examples (formal and informal) of a greeting or announcement for social media, for different contexts and audiences. Justify the choices made in language, style and structure (e.g. colloquial or formal greetings, large or small signing space, use of depicting signs, constructed action, and types of space).

	Participate in a whole-class discussion around the potential impact of social media restrictions (e.g. age limits) on all young people, including Deaf and hard of hearing young people. List the potential impacts under the headings of ‘beneficial’ and ‘detrimental’, and, in small groups, discuss whether the benefits outweigh the risks, justifying your perspective. Then draft a formal presentation that outlines the opinion of the group and includes justifications.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Participate in a role-play in which someone important is invited to an upcoming Deaf community event in Melbourne.



	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Participate in a role-play in which someone important is invited to an upcoming Deaf community event
Listen to, read or view a range of texts in English and/or Auslan, such as articles, infographics, statistics, and interviews or vodcasts, and create a list of methods of communication in face-to-face, digital or online contexts. Review the list, noting how each method is used and identifying its strengths and weaknesses. Rank these methods from least effective to most effective and summarise the findings in formal Auslan, including justification for the ranking.
Brainstorm different ways social media could be used to inform people about, and invite them to, an upcoming event in either a local or global context.
View a range of role-play scenarios and target audiences that require the use of a selected communication method, for example, inviting a d/Deaf or hard of hearing family member to a school assembly. Select one scenario and consider the purpose, audience, and level of formality required. Identify vocabulary, language structures and text types that would be appropriate for the situation, then use these ideas to develop a role-play script that suits the chosen context and audience.
Work with a partner to draft a role-play script using the chosen social media communication method to invite an important person to an upcoming Deaf community event.
Exchange role-play scripts and review each other’s work. Provide constructive feedback on the content, organisation, and language choices used throughout the script. Consider the feedback received, make any changes that are appropriate, and revise the script to improve its effectiveness. Once editing is complete, prepare a final version of the role-play script.
Record a practice role-play in formal Auslan, and then watch the recording and review the use of non-verbal communication (e.g. vocabulary, grammar, structure, text type, body language). Reflect on the key structures and features of the social media text, discuss what went well and the areas for improvement, and make relevant changes before recording a final version of the role-play.
As each pair performs their role-play, watch carefully and complete a worksheet by identifying the purpose, intended audience, and communication method being used. Consider the advantages and disadvantages of the chosen method of social media communication and record observations. Following the performances, share reflections with the class by discussing the strengths of communicating through social media and suggesting other situations in which it could be used.


Unit 4
Area of Study 2: Analysing Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Legacy
	Community
	The culture of Auslan signing communities
	Famous Auslan artists and storytellers


Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and synthesise information from two or more signed texts related to different aspects of the subtopic studied, to develop an informal response in Auslan.
Examples of learning activities
	View a range of Auslan performances, such as poems, stories and visual presentations, created by well-known Auslan artists and storytellers. Identify and list key themes, artistic techniques and cultural messages conveyed through each performance, for example, focusing on handshapes, use of space, non-manual features, depicting signs and constructed action.

	Research influential Deaf Australian and international storytellers, performers and visual artists, and view some of their presentations. Create a table and compare storytelling styles, use of language features and each individual’s contribution to Deaf culture and community identity. Then participate in a ‘My Perspective, Other Perspectives’ thinking routine to explore the use of different styles and language features in Auslan storytelling.

	View a range of Auslan stories and analyse how Visual Vernacular, constructed action, role shift and depicting signs are used by Auslan storytellers to engage audiences and create meaning. Create a table of techniques and, in small groups, identify and explain how these techniques differ across performers and text types.

	Brainstorm how storytelling may have changed over time, then view a range of traditional and contemporary Auslan stories and compare traditional Deaf storytelling methods to contemporary digital storytelling on social media platforms and/or Deaf community websites. In pairs, discuss how technology (e.g. lighting, zoom settings, special effects, online platforms) has influenced storytelling styles and audience engagement over time.




	Examine a formal response to a real or imagined text and identify the language features that make it formal. Discuss the characteristics of informal discourse, including conversational structures, relaxed pacing and interactive elements. Next, take part in an ‘I do, we do, you do’ activity. Watch the teacher model how a formal text can be transformed into an informal one. Then, work with a partner to complete the ‘we do’ task by converting teacher-provided formal texts into an informal register. Finally, independently create an informal response to a new text, applying an understanding of the features of informal language.

	As a class, view signed interviews with Deaf performers, artists or storytellers, and discuss their creative work and community experiences. Identify and summarise the challenges, inspirations and cultural values highlighted in these interviews, and create an informal response that reflects on insights gained and how these insights might change the way you view creative works in the future.

	Analyse a range of Auslan stories, theatrical performances and visual narratives created by Deaf storytellers. Identify how language features such as depicting signs, constructed action, role shift and non-manual features are used by artists or performers to engage audiences and communicate or express cultural identity. Discuss how storytelling and performances contribute to preserving Deaf culture, strengthening identity and fostering community connections. Drawing on these observations, develop and present a short story in Auslan that reflects an aspect of personal cultural identity, incorporating appropriate storytelling techniques and language features.

	Identify how signers use visual language, pacing, emotion and spatial organisation to communicate meaning. Compare interpretations by viewing and analysing 2 or more signed texts that present different interpretations of the same story, theme or social issue. With a partner, discuss the similarities and differences between responses, as well as any new ideas that are shared.

	View a range of humorous Auslan performances, narratives or Deaf community skits. Analyse how humour is created through timing, exaggeration, non-manual features and shared cultural experiences, and how this may differ from jokes in spoken languages. Share which performance were considered funniest and why.

	Explore and analyse themes (e.g. community, identity, access, discrimination or Deaf Gain) by viewing signed texts created by Deaf artists and storytellers. Examine how language features are used to communicate perspectives and engage audiences, for example, depicting signs, constructed action, role shift, non-manual features, use of signing space, pace and register. Respond to a range of short-answer comprehension questions in Auslan, then develop an informal signed reflection discussing how these performances represent Deaf experiences and perspectives.

	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Compare storytelling styles used by famous Auslan artists and storytellers.




	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Compare storytelling styles used by famous Auslan artists and storytellers
Develop a list of vocabulary related to storytelling, performance and artistic expression, including signs such as STORYTELLER, PERFORMANCE, VISUAL-VERNACULAR (V-V), ROLE-SHIFT, AUDIENCE, EXPRESSION, CULTURE, MESSAGE, EMOTION, EXPRESSION and CREATIVITY.
View a text created by an Auslan artist and/or storyteller, pausing the text (if appropriate) to discuss which cultural themes are incorporated and how they are presented.
Identify the purpose, audience and cultural themes in a range of signed texts created by famous Auslan artists and storytellers. Texts may include narratives, visual performances, poetry, interviews, theatre excerpts, comedy sketches or community performances.
In small groups, view different texts by Auslan artists or storytellers. Discuss how performers communicate messages, emotions and perspectives through visual language. Each group shares examples from the text they viewed and compares similarities and differences between methods used in different texts.
Review storytelling techniques such as constructed action, depicting signs, role shift, eye gaze, pacing and non-manual features. View excerpts of texts and analyse how artists and performers who use these techniques contribute to audience engagement and meaning (e.g. through perspective, emotions, emphasis and tone). In small groups, discuss and compare thoughts and opinions (e.g. CAN SEE, FEW EXAMPLES, MANY EXAMPLES, INFLUENCE, MEAN WHAT, WHY, BECAUSE, IMPACT-HOW).
Each group presents the same sentence or short text provided by the teacher using different storytelling technique(s). At the end of each group presentation, share how the technique(s) impacted the meaning of the text and your experience as a member of the audience.
View several performances by Auslan artists and, using a Venn diagram or visual chart, compare how different performers structure and present stories. Consider elements such as humour, emotion, dramatic tension, use of signing space and audience interaction. Discuss findings as a class, adding new information to your own diagram or chart.
View interviews, documentaries or commentaries, featuring artists or performers, that explore how Deaf storytelling traditions contribute to the preservation and sharing of Deaf culture, identity and community experiences. Identify key information using list buoys, and respond to short-answer questions, for example, on who is presenting, what they are known for (e.g. narratives, visual performances, poetry, comedy sketches) and how Deaf culture is shared through their performance. Discuss the similarities and differences between the perspectives and viewpoints expressed by the artists or performers.
View 2 different original or modelled performances in Auslan about the same theme, such as a narrative and a short comedy skit about the same event. Use comparison charts, timelines, visual organisers or discussion notes to record information common to both texts and information unique to either the narrative or the comedy skit. Discuss the intended audience for each text and how the language features, tone and context changed according to the text type.
Analyse how context, audience and purpose influence a performer’s signing style and artistic choices by reflecting on live performances, recorded media and performances on social media platforms. Discuss how storytelling changes based on signing style and artistic choices, and present reflections about how these differences impact you as a member of the audience.
View modelled examples of informal signed responses analysing performances or artistic works. Identify effective features such as clear comparisons, synthesis of ideas, audience awareness and use of supporting examples. Note strategies and features to use in your own analyses.
View texts by 2 different Auslan performers, analysing and comparing the storytelling styles and artistic techniques used by each performer. In small groups, create and rehearse an informal signed response, using strategies and features learned in class. Share responses in small groups, and respond to peer feedback focusing on analysis, synthesis, clarity and engagement.
Develop and present an individual informal signed response analysing how famous Auslan artists and storytellers use visual language and performance techniques to preserve culture, entertain audiences and communicate Deaf experiences, providing examples from different texts.


Unit 4
Area of Study 3: Creating meaning in Auslan
	Concept
	Perspective
	Topic
	Subtopic

	Sustainability
	Global
	Global trends
	Standardisation of signs – global influence and the impact of social media terminology on language


Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create a formal persuasive or evaluative Auslan presentation on an issue related to the subtopic studied.
Examples of learning activities
	Participate in a whole-class brainstorm activity to discuss the importance of preserving Auslan and Deaf culture within local and global communities. Following the brainstorm, develop a shared vocabulary bank of signs, such as LANGUAGE, CULTURE, PRESERVE, SHARE, COMMUNITY, IDENTITY, ACCESS, and RESPONSIBILITY. To organise vocabulary, brainstorm persuasive words, such as MUST, SHOULD, CAN, using list buoys and signposts.




	View an SBS or Deaf community vodcast discussing issues affecting the Deaf community, and respond to a series of comprehension questions. View the vodcast a second time, identifying the register (e.g. formal, informal) and how presenters provide examples and signpost their arguments. Note also how presenters use persuasive features such as rhetorical questions, non-manual features and constructed action to persuade the audience. With a partner, take it in turns to practise using the persuasive features identified while viewing the text, and share constructive feedback and suggestions.

	View a range of Auslan vlogs, interviews or social media clips that discuss Deaf community events such as Auslan Day, National Week of Deaf People, Deaf festivals or Deaf sporting events. Identify the opinions expressed in the texts and, in small groups, discuss how signers justify their viewpoints using examples, explanations and non-manual features to convey emphasis and tone. Then respond to a prompt provided by the teacher using formal register, justifying your viewpoint or opinion by using strategies from the texts.

	View a debate, noting the register (formal or informal), textual conventions and stylistic features of this text type. Brainstorm persuasive features, including those featured in the debate, such as modal verbs (e.g. MUST, SHOULD, NEED-TO), pacing, non-manual features, use of signing space, repetition, rhetorical questions and supporting evidence, and reflect on how these features are used to persuade. Using the persuasive features from the brainstorm, prepare arguments for a debate exploring differing viewpoints related to contemporary issues affecting the Deaf community (e.g. ‘Should schools provide more opportunities to learn Auslan?’). Then participate in small-group debates using persuasive language features, signposting and list buoys to justify and defend your position while responding respectfully to counterarguments.

	Analyse advocacy campaigns and initiatives that promote Auslan, Deaf culture and accessibility in Australia and internationally. Identify the intended audience for each campaign or initiative, then investigate how organisations present persuasive messages to encourage public support for issues such as preserving Auslan news broadcasts, open captions in cinemas, and accessible emergency services. Evaluate how presenters create urgency and persuade different audiences using language features, including modal verbs (e.g. MUST, SHOULD, NEED-TO), pacing, non-manual features, use of signing space, repetition, rhetorical questions and supporting evidence. Present a formal signed recommendation in Auslan, identifying and justifying which initiatives should continue, expand or change using evidence from the campaigns.

	View a personal conversation about traditional face-to-face Deaf community gatherings and an informative report about contemporary online communities. Note and compare the signing style and register of each text and explore how they reflect the relevant textual conventions and stylistic features. Research, create and present a report about the advantages and limitations of contemporary online communities and traditional face-to-face Deaf gatherings for supporting language preservation, community connection and cultural sustainability. Reflecting on personal observations of text type features, incorporate the relevant conventions, signing style and register for the text type, purpose and audience.




	Investigate how Deaf culture and Auslan are represented in mainstream media, education and workplaces. Create a summary evaluating whether these representations promote authentic understanding and inclusion. Include supporting evidence using language such as EVIDENCE-HAVE, EVIDENCE-NONE, CAN SEE AGAIN, AGAIN, AGAIN, GROWN/INCREASED, DECREASED, FEW EXAMPLES, MANY EXAMPLES, POSSIBILITY, IMPOSSIBILITY, INFLUENCE. Reflect on findings and make recommendations for improving future representation using relevant Auslan signs (e.g. IMPORTANT, BENEFIT, PROBLEM, MEAN WHAT, WHY, BECAUSE, IMPACT-HOW) and non-manual features to emphasise key points.

	View a conversation between members of the Deaf community discussing ways to encourage younger generations to engage with Auslan and Deaf culture, noting the strategies used to sequence information. Then view the conversation a second time and participate in a ‘My Perspective, Other Perspectives’ thinking routine to consider different perspectives, challenges and possible solutions. Create a formal vlog post to persuade the younger generation to engage with Auslan and Deaf culture, using persuasive strategies such as supporting evidence, examples, modal verbs (e.g. SHOULD, MUST, CAN), rhetorical questions, signposting, list buoys, depicting signs, constructed action and non-manual features to present and justify ideas effectively.

	View a range of Auslan texts that show regional variations and discuss how each can be identified based on variations in selected Auslan signs. Working in small groups, view and analyse additional texts to identify the regional variation, justifying opinions with examples. Form new groups with one person from each of the original groups. Individually share the original group’s analysis and explain their thinking to the new group. The new groups then discuss the benefits and challenges of maintaining the variation as opposed to adopting standardised signs in a global context. Groups share their learnings with the class and record new ideas as other students present.

	Compare historical and contemporary signs and investigate how media has influenced the evolution and spread of Auslan signs. Discuss and evaluate factors that may have contributed to language change and increased standardisation, using signposting and supporting examples to share observations. Throughout the discussion, add to the shared vocabulary bank of signs (e.g. GLOBAL, CHANGE, INFLUENCE, STANDARD, VARIATION, COMMUNITY and LANGUAGE). Select different Auslan signs that have evolved, and research their evolution to identify what contributed to the change. Share findings, and identify common influences that have impacted change for different Auslan signs.

	In small groups, investigate how social media platforms have influenced the spread of new Auslan signs and language variation. Identify and analyse examples of emerging signs, and evaluate how technology has contributed to language evolution, regional variation and the increasing standardisation of Auslan, using supporting evidence, modal verbs (e.g. MUST, SHOULD, CAN), rhetorical questions and appropriate non-manual features.

	View a range of signed language texts from different countries (e.g. Auslan, BSL, ASL). Identify similarities and differences and consider potential influences between the languages. Discuss how global interaction may impact sign choice, meaning and understanding. Use evidence to support arguments, incorporating language features such as spatial references and list buoys to clearly organise and communicate ideas.




	View and analyse examples of social media content created by Deaf users, and consider how this technology has been adapted into Auslan. Identify and discuss new terminology that has been introduced in online content. Select one (or more) of the new signs, summarise the underlying meaning of the sign in Auslan, and evaluate how effectively the sign communicates meaning to a broad audience. Share findings in a formal Auslan presentation to the class.

	Participate in a whole-class discussion that explores issues related to language sustainability within the Deaf community. Consider the long-term impacts of global trends on Auslan and form an opinion about whether standardisation supports or limits signing diversity. Express and justify your opinion using formal Auslan, in preparation for an upcoming debate.

	· Collate a list of evolved Auslan signs. Select one sign and draft an explanation in formal Auslan about the evolution of the sign. Include a topic, purpose, explanation and conclusion using signposts, gestures and transitional phrases (e.g. SO, BUT, ALSO). Present your explanation to the class, then share the impact of this sign using evaluative language (e.g. IMPORTANT, BENEFIT, MEAN WHAT), cause and effect (WHY, BECAUSE, IMPACT-HOW), and non-manual features to emphasise key points.

	· Discuss how Auslan continues to evolve in response to changing technologies, global communication and contemporary society in a whole-class discussion. Reflect on examples of new signs that have emerged through social media, video communication, international contact and technological innovation. Complete a ‘diamond ranking’ activity to evaluate which factors have had the greatest influence on language change, and justify your viewpoint using supporting evidence and evaluative language features, such as MOST INFLUENCE ON AUSLAN CURRENT LANGUAGE, WHAT? HOW? WHY?

	· [image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Prepare a persuasive response on the topic ‘Has social media strengthened or weakened the diversity of Auslan?’

	· Participate in a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ activity to revise the main characteristics of an Auslan presentation, such as use of depicting signs, use of space, non-manual features, and the relevant structures (e.g. greetings, title/topic, content, conclusion). Brainstorm elements, then share knowledge with a partner, then share as a class. View the presentation information in the Auslan text types resource on the VCE Auslan study page and note any additional information. Draft a structured informative presentation on the topic ‘Reflect on how global trends and social media influence language use and sustainability within the Deaf community’. Incorporate appropriate register, clear organisation, effective use of examples and justification in the draft. Present to the class using formal Auslan.




	[image: Example icon for advice for teachers]Detailed example
Students prepare a persuasive response on the topic ‘Has social media strengthened or weakened the diversity of Auslan?’
· Participate in a dictionary game using an Auslan dictionary, and race to identify teacher-selected vocabulary related to the impact media has had on the diversity of Auslan (e.g. DIVERSITY, NEGATIVE IMPACT, INFLUENCE, CHANGE, EVOLVED, STANDARDISED, STRENGTH, IMPROVED). Develop a vocabulary bank with the Auslan signs identified, then practise using these signs with a partner.
· Brainstorm strategies for developing a clear argument using persuasive techniques and relevant language features, such as signposting, list buoys, modal verbs (e.g. MUST, SHOULD, NEED-TO, CAN), rhetorical questions, transitions (e.g. HOWEVER, ALSO, and gestures that indicate therefore/so), supporting examples, purposeful non-manual features and effective use of signing space to persuade the audience.
· Participate in a ‘workstations’ activity to revise persuasive language techniques and language features. At each workstation, revise different persuasive language features by completing a variety of tasks, games or activities, such as identifying a missing sign in a phrase or playing ‘trashketball’, where one student asks a series of questions and other students score points: one point for answering the question correctly, and one additional point for ‘shooting a goal’ (e.g. throwing a scrunched up piece of paper into the bin from a distance).
· Research how social media has impacted Auslan and summarise your learning. Select a position on the question ‘Has social media strengthened or weakened the diversity of Auslan?’
· Referring to evidence from research, identify how social media has strengthened and/or weakened the diversity of Auslan. Develop clear arguments, including evidence, examples and persuasive language, to support your position.
· Participate in a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ activity to revise the main characteristics of a formal interview in Auslan, such as role shifting, turn-taking, clarity in questions and responses, and positive interjection. Consider relevant structures (e.g. greetings, topic, purpose, introduction, questions, content, repair, closing statement, farewell). Brainstorm elements individually before sharing knowledge with a partner, then share as a class.
· Work in pairs to plan and draft a formal interview persuading an intended audience that social media has either strengthened or weakened the diversity of Auslan. Use persuasive techniques and relevant language features, such as signposting, list buoys, modal verbs (e.g. MUST, SHOULD, NEED-TO, CAN), rhetorical questions, transitions (e.g. HOWEVER, ALSO, and gestures that indicate therefore/so), supporting examples, purposeful non-manual features and effective use of signing space.
· In pairs, rehearse the conversation or text in front of another pair or small group. Each pair provides feedback on what was done well, and identifies the main characteristics of the text type and the persuasive language features observed. Each pair reflects on the feedback provided and makes appropriate adjustments to their interview.



	Present a formal persuasive conversation/text in Auslan and justify viewpoints using list buoys, space, and language such as OBVIOUS, EVIDENCE-HAVE, EVIDENCE-NONE, CAN SEE AGAIN, AGAIN, AGAIN, GROWN/INCREASED, DECREASED, FEW EXAMPLES, MANY EXAMPLES, POSSIBILITY, IMPOSSIBILITY, INFLUENCE.



	© VCAA
	
	Page 1


[image: ]
image3.png




image4.png




image1.png




image2.jpg




image5.png




