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GENERAL COMMENTS

In general, students performed well in both the listening and writing parts of the 2014 Chinese First Language written
examination. The majority of students were able to finish all questions in the allocated time. Some students reached a
very high performance level in both comprehension of the texts and language skills.

In Section 1 — Listening and responding, students grasped the language information points very well and could answer
the questions with accuracy and completeness, but a small number of students answered in dot-point format and/or not
in complete sentences. For Question 1c., in particular, which required two examples, many students gave only one part
of one example. For Question 1f., quite a few students could not provide correct answers.

In Section 2 — Reading and responding, many students did not understand the texts or answer the questions well. Some
students wrote an article answering ‘what is positive energy?’, some digressed from the topic, some wrote on ‘how to
spread positive energy’, and some simply copied information from the texts and wrote an informative article instead of
a persuasive one. Many students did not have the skills needed to use the two provided articles to compose a new
article.

In Section 3 — Writing in Chinese, students needed to respond to one of five questions — they had the choice between
three imaginative and two evaluative tasks. The majority of students chose evaluative writing, with many students
choosing Question 4. Question 4 was on a topic that contains a strong sense of the current era and is a contemporary
topic of student interest. Although many students chose this topic, only a few displayed in-depth content, completeness
and beauty in language. In the imaginative writing responses, insufficient imagination was a common problem.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Assessment criteria
o the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts
e the capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately

Question 1a.
RRSFFEMEBIEAL 07730 sRBOL A5 J7 T
e This reform focuses on university entrance examination selection procedures, the marking system and
admission arrangements.

Question 1b.
RN TIBRTAF, AR R T a5k, S A b r 2.
e Inthe pursuit of high graduation rates, the students are expected to work hard all day long, taking part in all
kinds of exams.

FAGE EALS, BhTRET). B AREEEERT). SRR IR S
e Asaresult, most students do not have practical skills, communication skills and creativity when joining the
workforce.

XM BT ALR, ©ESHE T EAE . K5 R,
e China’s dream of cultural renaissance and rapid economic development won’t be realised if the current
education system is not reformed.
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Question 1c.
BT ZHHT, PEBERELT “AER” © Emitlit” RS, SRR TITRIAL,
e More than 2000 years ago, for instance, Confucius put forward some educational principles and ideas such as,
‘make no social distinctions in teaching’ and ‘a good scholar will make a good official’. These principles and
ideas helped China to train many able people to meet the needs of social reform at that time.

LN ) R B 78 T BRI A 2, ) Ak S A AR
e Asaresult, Chinese society was successfully transformed from slavery to feudalism.

WERATT AR B @Rz ], R AFEIR, 02BN AA EIER] & R EBIA,
e  The commencement of the Imperial Examination System of fair competition in the Sui Dynasty helped the
selection of the most talented people to take government positions at various levels.

o [ 8 AL P 2 AR . R RS, #RRE IEH 18 H
e So that the government could still operate normally through changes from dynasty to dynasty, or through
natural disasters and wars.

Eheey), AR, PR IREE B S I, — KBRS R B AR T, R IR R,

¢ Following the abolition of the Imperial Examination System at the beginning of last century, the birth of new

schools of modern Chinese education inspired a large group of new intellectuals with independent thinking to
promote science and democracy in China.

HERD T A, L 73R,

e Asaresult, the imperial dynastic system was overthrown and a republic state was established in China.

Question 1d.
MECHETF TR AL, o [ 32 B R 52 57 ) B AR A L R R R I
e Since the economic reform and open-door policy, labour-intensive industries have promoted the development
of China’s economy.

A, FEREBCE HE RS UREEARE . S B, R T E BB RKE
e The unified elementary education curriculum, teaching models and examinations set up last century raised the
literacy level of Chinese people.

HEBE R TR A, IELFIE RN T RKERA 7= 55 3l 3 R A b ) 7R 22 .
e The graduates trained during this period of time have successfully met the demand of industries based on
assembly line and labour-intensive production.

Question 1e.
SN R E GG e P EEE”, X KRR

e Now it is the transformation from the label of ‘Made in China’ to ‘Invented in China’ that requires the reform.

BORE AR S BT R, RS FR R AIE RN .
e Education has to strengthen its weak connections with society and speed up the training of people with great
creative capacity.

Question 1f.
PEEBENG . HEEWAEMANREN, SUEsEA R,
e The traditional concepts and the fixed educational structure in China’s education system will surely challenge
the reform.

PEEZIFFEMBEIER, XXPEEEE S, SRR,
e China attaches great importance to its education, which ensures the success of the reform.
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Section 2 — Reading and responding

Assessment criteria
e the capacity to identify and synthesise relevant information and ideas from the texts
e appropriateness of structure and sequence
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and, where relevant,
script)

Question 2

Criterion 1 1§ B & information points
1. AENBZ BTG 5

It will make people feel warmth and sincerity.

2. IEREE T A2 RAR I FENG
The positive energy can arouse sympathy/resonate.

3. MAHZEFHLRIBE] 57T LA AL e IS F . CRok O R
From the example of the taxi driver, we could see that the world is full of warmth and sincerity.

4. Refeitia s E
It can promote the re-establishment of moral sense.

5. AEGREE R, B TE A R A
Currently, while the traditional moral standards are no longer applicable, new standards are yet to be established.

6. UM HI AR ZANEMT AR, BZFEIELAN, BB
Some negative phenomenon appeared in the society: nobody helped a senior person who tripped and fell, or a child who
was run over by a car.

7. R E RS
Change the world by changing yourself.

8. Wi AN AHIZEHR
Changing the world needs contributions from each individual.

9. WPIT: KK —fefhib ERe &
Appeal to everyone to transmit the positive energy.

10. AL IERER: M ARVE 7 A% GeiiE B o S AR S I R il U 77
How to derive beneficial aspects from both the Eastern and Western traditional moral senses and modern standards of
civilisation.

Section 3 — Writing in Chinese

Assessment criteria
e Relevance, breadth and depth of content
— relevance of content in relation to task set

— comprehensiveness and sophistication of content

e  Appropriateness of structure and sequence
— introduction, body, conclusion as appropriate to text type and kind of writing

— organisation and sequencing of ideas within and between paragraphs, cohesiveness of writing within and
between paragraphs
e Accuracy of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and, where relevant, script)
¢ Range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
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— variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures
—  appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar for the kind of writing, text type, audience, purpose and
context of the task.
Question 3

Students were required to write an imaginative article for a scientific journal about a new mobile phone that controls
people’s ideas and actions.

Question 4
Students were required to write a letter to the head of a culture department, evaluating people’s opinions about various
talent shows.

Question 5
Students were required to write a children’s story for a children’s newspaper about the time they boarded a time
machine and spent time as the assistant to the First Emperor of Qin.

Question 6
Students were asked to write an email to the editor of a famous magazine as a young journalist, evaluating two sides of
an issue about entrance fees to art galleries, museums, concert halls and public parks in China.

Question 7

Students to ask to imagine that it was the year 2188 and that due to a longevity pill, they were 185 years old. They
needed to write a diary entry describing how they had enjoyed their life after turning 100.
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