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2018 VCE Chinese First Language written
examination report

General comments

In general, students performed well on the 2018 Chinese First Language written examination. Most
students used their time effectively and attempted all questions. A small number of students
demonstrated excellent skills in language application and problem analysis. Others showed a lack
of preparation, particularly for Section 2 — Reading and responding, and some students did not
attempt all of the questions.

In Section 1 — Listening and responding, very few students answered all questions correctly or
demonstrated very strong language skills. The majority were able to answer Questions la., 1c., 1d.
and le. accurately, but some students had difficulty finding the correct answer for Question 1b.
Some students did not use full sentences to answer questions and some used many incorrect
Chinese characters.

In Section 2 — Reading and responding, there were few responses that demonstrated a full
understanding of the texts provided and that used them accurately. Some students did not
understand the task and could not extract information from the given texts accurately to complete
the task. Low-scoring responses ignored either one or both texts or copied out the text and used it
as a response without demonstrating any understanding of it. Many students found the key
information needed, but did not utilise the content appropriately to form an effective response.
Analysing the task and the texts provided is crucial to the satisfactory completion of the task.
Students were required to write a blog article.

In Section 3 — Writing in Chinese, most students chose Question 3, followed by Question 7 and
Question 5. Some students chose Question 4 and very few chose Question 6, both of which
required students to write an imaginative story. Some students who chose imaginative writing
failed to produce a story, and instead wrote an imaginative statement. Most students showed clear
understanding of text types, although some students were confused with text types.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 - Listening and responding

The assessment criteria for this section were:

¢ the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts
e the capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately

!: "! : ORIA
State
© VCAA Sovernment


http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/aboutus/policies/policy-copyright.aspx

Question 1la.

GE BB RAbRELPRG A E, ez T 121 a0 0 A 1 7 TF AR T BH A5 A3 i AR
% o (Along the River During the Qingming Festival is a famous painting reflecting the
customs in the Northern Song Dynasty. It depicts the busy city life at the ancient Bian Jing, the
capital city of the Northern Song Dynasty in the 12th Century. )

T O e 7 A RRCA AL AR I S 5K B B4 o TKeedim 15 4G 52 1, 5 SR g B AR AR YIS H
WsEFE XiE % . (The current earliest version known is the one painted by Zhang Zeduan, a
painter from the Northern Song Dynasty, who had been fond of painting since he was young.
Later, he became an outstanding realist painter.)
s A A e FRAESESE, (HILZRBERA KRR L« e
sRFEI I AFI AR GEI LR SEREMRAE 24, A WISL 1 e 5 28 52 b REA A A .
(Zhang Zeduan was good at figure painting, the painting of architecture, the painting of boats
and vehicles, etc. Yet, his artistic achievements were never noticed by the scholar-bureaucrats
in history. Fortunately, his immortal masterpiece of Along the River During the Qingming
Festival has survived intact to date and this has established his rightful place in history.)

Question 1b.

RUFACNIXIEE X 4K, RAELANEEN. BKRRESZ. (Zhao Hai thinks that this picture is
too long to give the viewers a direct and holistic view of the picture in one view.)

fhZ IO, AEE R 7RG E, XEen] DU A E R, T RIE RS MERAN
Yy, A AR “AE A ElE” o — Y SR A A H L. (However, Ms Lu explains
that the painter adopted a ‘long-scroll’ structure so that the painting could be enlarged to
facilitate the depiction of complicated scenes and various figures. By using a ‘narrow scroll’
painting, people can have a grand view of the spring day activities inside and outside Bian Jing
city at that time.)

Question 1c.

Rl A i ] B AT ) AR — R A = AR g, RS, BERIF, #EM & (Because this
picture is like an impressive symphony flowing rhythmically and layer after layer of unfolding
scenes fully embodying the main theme with three sections:)

AT B 5 BB AR KOG M K AR S, SREH I BN 5 38 B i — R
A M. (The front section shows the natural scenery in the suburban area: small bridges,
flowing rivers, boats and peasants in the fields, etc. This shows the liveliness during the spring
season at the Qingming festival.)

Hh BOR E R ORERCIIER 3 o AT I TR BT R AT o ZCORATE BT R BR R
M AR RATE 2 AT PR AR EL, ZIES R I A, S NA S iaHE2Z K. (The middle
section is the most brilliant part of the painting. The liveliest part is the bridge, called the
Rainbow Bridge. The painter has so vividly painted the crowds of people on the bridge, the
nervous and hectic boatmen sailing the ship in the torrent of the river under the bridge, that
viewers are greatly immersed in the scene.)

KRB 7N RS E A SRR BN BB RS .
FEREKG T, NRAE, Bt EDIEMFIRE SR . (The last section shows the
prosperity in the city. There are tall buildings, government law courts, houses of residents,
shops, tea houses, etc. In the market streets, there is heavy traffic and busy commuters,
showing a lively scene of all businesses.)

Question 1d.

GEH LAY &5 NI aRin, Haht2H, MR-+, EFREEMNE, BEH
Jc#1. (There are more than 500 figures, over 50 animals, over 20 boats, many vehicles and
innumerable tools depicted in the painting.)
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X g l&iéﬁﬂﬁfﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁtﬁﬁwﬁﬁ’ﬁ& Fk, R @83, Sl TR, AEATESR
HEH RIEYIAH A=W . (The painting realistically records commerce, handicraft, folk
culture, architecture, means of transportation, life details, etc., as well as objects related to
people’s livelihood and the natural scenery.)

NIAVES R T AT A AR T 55 — T %Rk, R E 2 P skt {i . (Being an
important and valuable historic work, it has provided us with the firsthand resource to
understand and research this particular dynasty.)

Question le.

GEU BB DU Rpi )22 8s, bl |t AR A5 S rlig s, JEEdiid s 1
H/NRE P A TR 5, %ETVE%E’J%% SIRABLSE I R EIERE R . (With epic touches,
Along the River During the Qingming Festival depicts hundreds of actlvities reflecting the
secular life of the people, as well as their trading activities. The detailed depiction of ordinary
people and merchants reflects the painter’s grass-roots and realistic approaches.)

EAEHE ARz E A EAZ IR, AL E 2T . (This was very uncommon in
ancient Chinese painting and is also rarely seen in modern painting.)

FEIXMRE Y, EAR RS E “HAWA S, T AW, AERRNAERE <%
AIEG, BEEBBT, makZehE, A4 R (In this painting Qingming is depicted not as
a time of ‘drizzling rain, with pedestrians overwhelmed with sorrows’ as seen in Du Mu’s eyes
or ‘loneliness and desolation’ [as seen] by Li Qingzhao, but as a magnificent, lively and robust
occasion.)

Section 2 — Reading and responding

The assessment criteria for this section were:

the capacity to identify and synthesise relevant information and ideas from the texts
appropriateness of structure and sequence

accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and,
where relevant, script)

Texts 2 and 3

Students were required to write an article to publish on their blog, with the topic ‘Never forget your
true vocation, and pursue higher (things).” The following are possible areas that could have been
discussed in the article.

tEa kI, BlEE, FER— ki B (With the development of society and the
progress in science and technology, some young people have become impetuous)

NERIL, A ReIAFIAE KT = 5 (Never forget your true vocation, and pursue higher
[things])

AN “FEEf” - RS R R (People should live in ‘peace and simplicity’)

FIHE: REARE T, AR WE L/ 855 NS, L% SEE (Tao Yuanming's poems ‘Picking
the Chrysanthemum under my fence, you can see Nanshan mountain leisurely’/ ‘Living in the
human world, without carts and horses’)

R E|FHE (The soul will be enlightened)

L, i EE 2 (Rise above the general run of people [get away from the hustle and
bustle of life])

FHEAZ A, MRS I, BN, KA (Give up the pursuit of fame and profit, his life
will become simple, free and easy, as well as quiet and tasteful)

s H R, EREAR /W MANZEZE, WA 5. ) (Those who are near the ink
become black and those near the cinnabar become red [if you enter a room of irises and
orchids, if you enter a fish market])

VCAA Page 3


http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/aboutus/policies/policy-copyright.aspx

o HVARMIAR / H3C (RRAbTIATFH L - ) (Be unstained by an evil environment. [Stay in
the sludge and keep yourself clean])

o REMER, REFWIC/ H FEAIKMIAGE TR ) (We should have firm faith, so that we
can retain our own ‘true heart or purpose’)

Section 3 — Writing in Chinese

For Questions 3, 6, and 7, students needed to focus on the context and audience given in the
guestion and create an imaginative story. The most effective responses told the story in the first
person and described the atmosphere and feelings of the characters.

The assessment criteria for this section were:

e relevance, breadth and depth of content

e appropriateness of structure and sequence

e accuracy of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and, where relevant, script)
e range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar

Question 3

Students were required to write from the perspective of an educator, a magazine article for
Chinese youth on the topic: ‘The advantages and disadvantages of “Think thrice before acting” for
young people’.

Audience: readers of a contemporary magazine for young people
Purpose: to evaluate this aspect of society
Kind of writing: evaluative

Text type: article (for a magazine)

Question 4

Students were required to write an imaginative story for the ‘Story King of Children’. The topic was
‘The World of Bees'.

Audience: people who like fiction/readers of a collection of stories
Purpose: to entertain
Kind of writing: imaginative

Text type: story

Question 5

Students were required to write from the perspective of a student who is going to apply for
broadcasting as their major subject at university. They were required to write a letter to the chief
editor of the ‘TV Broadcasting’ newspaper, talking about the advantages and disadvantages of TV
announcers being required to present perfect physical images and perfect broadcasts.

Audience: people who are interested in issues to do with the media
Purpose: to evaluate something that is very common in today’s society
Kind of writing: evaluative

Text type: letter to the editor
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Question 6

Students were given the following scenario, ‘Imagine that 100 years have passed (2118). There is
a new city and everywhere there is row after row of big buildings. There is only a tiny bit of
vegetation (in the city). You are employed by the city’s environmental company. Your job is to fix
the city’s environmental problem.” They were required to write a diary entry imagining the
circumstances of their first day at work.

Audience: the self

Purpose: to record something as an imagined self in an imagined situation that has a positive
environmental focus

Kind of writing: imaginative

Text type: diary entry

Question 7

Students were required to write from the perspective of a commentator for a famous arts
magazine, and prepare a commentary for a recent issue of ‘Sports’ newspaper, on the pros and
cons of athletes participating in TV variety shows.

Audience: readers who like reading about sport and associated issues

Purpose: to evaluate a common happening in the world of sport — the pressure on athletes to
perform many different roles

Kind of writing: evaluative

Text type: commentary
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