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GENERAL COMMENTS

Many students performed reasonably well on the 2011 Chinese First Language examination and answered the questions
within the time allowed. However, fewer students achieved a high standard than in previous years.

Many students performed at an average level in Section 1 — Listening and responding. Many students were not
confident about the content of the listening text and they only managed to write down six to eight points out of the 15
points required. Many students used the same information or points two, or sometimes even three, times. Some students
found the section challenging and were not able to take down all the required information and answer the questions
correctly, especially for Question 1f., which required students to summarise the main ideas of the listening text. Some
students did not complete all the questions and others made many mistakes with the Chinese characters. In the Listening
and responding section, students need to read the questions carefully, respond appropriately to the task and takes notes
as the text is being played. It is important for students to improve their note-taking skills by practising frequently. It is
also important to improve students” summarising skills.

Students also found Section 2 — Reading and responding — challenging. Reading and analysing the task carefully is the
key to gaining high marks for this section. The task required students, as a high school student, to encourage people to
do good things, such as charity, for our society. The role of the student was very important as the role taken on by the
writer determined how the reading materials would be understood and used, the input of the speaker and the purpose
and the audience of the speech. Many students failed to understand the role of the student in the task and some students
switched their roles several times in the speech. Many students also forgot that, in this section, a persuasive speech was
required. Understanding both texts and effectively using them proved challenging for many students. Many students
misunderstood Text 3, the couplet, and used it inappropriately in their writing. A few students ignored the texts
provided, while others simply copied chunks of information from the texts. Students should avoid copying sections of
the text into their responses; this tends to be particularly noticeable in responses from lower-achieving students.
Students who merely reproduce long excerpts of the reading texts cannot score well because they are not providing
evidence of synthesis, which is a requirement of the task. Students are reminded that, to fulfil this criterion, they need
to blend points and produce the text type required by the task. The required text type — that is, the text the students have
to produce in the examination — is always different from the text types of the reading texts.

Two imaginative tasks and three evaluative tasks were provided in Section 3 — Writing in Chinese. The majority of
students chose the evaluative tasks, and the task on the blog was the most popular. Most students who chose an
evaluative task demonstrated a good understanding of the text type and the kind of writing required, but some students
failed to produce strong points for and against the issue. Students who chose to discuss the issue of online teaching in
some famous universities only discussed the issue of online teaching and did not mention the famous universities. It is
very important to have a clear understanding of the issue before discussing it in the piece of writing produced for
Section 3.

Students who chose the imaginative tasks generally showed good writing skills, but some failed to compose well-
structured stories. Students seemed to have difficulty writing a story and many of them simply produced some
informative statements instead of an imaginative story. Students who handle this task well produced an interesting story
with a beginning, a middle and an end, often with a surprising ending to tie the events together.

Some common problems included using incorrect Chinese characters or mixing simplified characters with traditional

characters. Students also need to manage their time well during the examination so they can complete their tasks within
the required time limit.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 - Listening and responding

Section 1 was worth 25 marks. Although only point form answers are given in this report, apart from Question 1, all
questions needed to be answered in full sentences. Students should use the number of lines provided as a guide to the
length of response needed for each question.
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Question 1c.
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Question 1f.
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Section 2 — Reading and responding

Criterion 1: fER4 (Gt104) |E—4 Gt
= 5 .

o —AMANACHE  HERN NEZIESMATE - SEER
B FRAT 2 2R A BRI
6 IS i S SN
BUNERER L
il K S S RE R S
SHE ¢ AT o CEE TR - 9VERTSS - g E]
RE(HERR A= E
RENZEME ~ Fii
MMEKFEREE > e R PTfEN
HHESCZE Y AV & e A =AY

Criterion2:  ##4 3£104
Text type: 343
FELBFERRIE, mE, NMEAECH S, ME, SR, B #%0.5 4

Chinese First Language GA 3 Exam Published: 19 April 2012



2011 VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY
Assessment V
Report

Kind of writing: 4 43
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Criterion 3: i85 3104y
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Section 3 — Writing in Chinese
Criterion 1: WA
o HIUEWH, WAEAWEE, AW, Ai2E
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Criterion 2: L2 AL
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#A: 2.5%
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Criterion 3: EES GESHERE
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o RILHE:
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Criterion4:  EE4H (GBS HIBHEEMEAE HH)
o ILEE, BFEREZH
o LK FEE, BEREF R
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o JLTZ, EERENMEYH
o TLIEFERK
o LM%
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