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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]General comments
[bookmark: _Hlk86848779]In the 2022 VCE Korean Second Language written examination, students showed their capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of both the written and listening texts. Most students performed well and presented their answers appropriately. High-scoring responses were highly relevant and appropriate. 
Students should note that the answers in Section 1 Part A are written in English; in Part B they are written in Korean. Students were not awarded marks for answers in the wrong language or for anything written in the note-taking space. Students must take care to read the instructions carefully and ensure that they respond to the keywords in the question in order to gain full marks.
In Section 1, Part A students generally scored high. However, some English words chosen were vague and inappropriate and did not deliver the required response clearly and correctly. Students should select the most appropriate words to show a good understanding of the questions. 
In Section 2, Part A the responses that scored highly extracted precise and concise information rather than general knowledge and personal experience about garbage collection. Also, they made good use of the visual text in the response to Question 3b. In addition, students received high scores if they used ‘whereas’ or ‘while’ for Question 3d., as the question asked them to ‘compare’. Responses that simply listed the information did not score well. 
Section 2, Part B, Question 4 responses scored highly when students addressed the audience properly and included the purpose of the writing. Higher-scoring responses paraphrased the information from the stimulus text well and did not just repeat the information.
The most popular question in Section 3 was Question 8, which was about personal writing. Students developed their writing well in terms of structure, sequence and depth. In particular, high-scoring responses included original ideas, opinions, feelings and impressions rather than factual information. They used a variety of vocabulary, including subjective and emotive language, and used grammar accurately and appropriately. 
Students are advised to read a wide selection of Korean texts, which include old and contemporary information on a wide range of subtopics that relate to the prescribed themes and topics in the study design. They should also practise writing answers concisely and avoid writing unnecessary information or inferring beyond what is required by the question. Students need to practise identifying the keywords in a question and to ensure that they understand correctly what the question requires for an answer. Students are also required to understand the characteristics of different writing styles and text types.


Specific information
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have been included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.
Section 1
Part A – Listening and responding in English
This section assessed the students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts.
Question 1a.
An example of a correct response is:
people with many friends
people who are ahead of trends / lead trends
extroverts
person who has/possesses ‘inssa’ (popular) items.
Question 1b.
An example of a correct response is:
a sense of belonging 
the desire to be approved (by others)
non-individuality.
Question 1c.
An example of a correct response is:
By forcefully following the trend, people may buy useless products.
Friends who do not belong to inssa may feel alienated.
This is a culture for peer communication but, contrarily, it may still lead to creating discrimination.
Part B – Listening and responding in Korean
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Korean. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Korean were awarded full marks. 
Question 2a.
An example of a correct response is:
· 세종의 명령으로 집현전 학자들이 만들었다. (Scholars of Jipyeonjeon made it by King Sejong’s order.)
· 하지만 집현전 학자들은 한글 사용을 반대했기 때문에 (믿을 수 없다). (However, the record indicates that scholars of Jipyeonjeon were strongly opposed to the use of Hangeul (not trustworthy/credible).)
· 한 음악가가 만들었다. (A musician invented it.)
· 그러나 그 음악가가 한글을 만들었다는 기록이 없기 때문에 (믿을 수 없다.) (But there is no historical record that the musician made Hangeul (not trustworthy/credible).) 
· 세종이 그의 자식들과 함께 만들었다. (The children of King Sejong helped invent it.) 
· 세종대왕의 네 명의 자녀가 언어학을 공부해 한글 만드는 것에 도움을 줬다(는 기록이 있기 때문에 믿을 수 있다.) (Several records indicate that four children of King Sejong studied linguistics and made significant contributions to the invention of Hangeul (trustworthy/credible).)
Question 2b.
An example of a correct response is:
· 어려운 한문을 통해 정보를 독점하던 이들에게 배우기 쉬운 한글을 사용하는 것은 큰 위협이었기 때문 (For those who monopolised information through difficult Chinese characters, easy-to-learn Hangeul was a great threat.)
· 한글이 너무 단순해서 수준이 낮다는 이유 (They claimed Hangeul was too simple so low in quality.)
· 나라의 중심사상이 한문으로 쓰여진 유교였다는 이유 (Confucianism, the national ideology at the time, was in Chinese literature.)
· 중국과의 외교적 마찰을 이유로 (Using Hangeul would cause the risk of diplomatic friction with China.)
Section 2 
Part A – Reading, listening and responding in English
In Section 2, Part A students were required to carefully use both the reading and listening texts to produce the required response. This section contains an image in Text 3A. The image is related to the responses from the reading text only. High-scoring responses comprehended the reading text well together with the image, whereas low-scoring responses did not include the image as a complementary text for question 3b. Students showed difficulties in questions 3b., 3c. and 3d. Many students used their general knowledge about garbage collection in Australia and Korea rather than comprehending the texts. For question 3d. many students did not compare Texts 3A and 3B. In terms of accuracy, some students used inappropriate words for thier answers As the response had to be in English, students had to show their understanding of accurate and appropriate English to get better marks. 
Question 3a.
An example of a correct response is:
affect the earth’s ability to produce the oxygen/air
reduced plant and animal growth could lead to a food shortage for human consumption
threaten human life.


Question 3b.
An example of a correct response is:
	Recyclable item
	Reason why it may not be considered recyclable

	paper
	crumpled

	pizza box/paper box
	food got stuck in the paper box

	teabag
	is mixed with other substances

	fishbone/bone
	harm to animals

	avocado
	it has a solid stone (pit)


Question 3c.
An example of a correct response is:
food waste is expected to be in a biodegradable bag / specific bag for food waste only 
food needs to be drained before putting it in the bag
fried chicken bones are to be in a pay-as-you-throw bag / a bought general waste bag / a bought bag for general waste
the cooking foil needs to be cleaned, if it is dirty, and recycled.
Question 3d.
An example of a correct response is (any four of these):
all recyclable items go into a recycling bin in Australia, whereas they are separated into different bags in Korea
some food waste cannot be recycled in Korea, whereas possible in Australia
(food) waste bags are put out at a specific time of day in Korea, whereas on a particular day in Australia  
waste is collected in bins in Australia, whereas in (pay-as-you-throw) bags in Korea
bottles are placed in the recycling bin in Australia, whereas in Korea there is a store that collects recycling bottles for cash back.
Students needed to use ‘whereas’ or ‘while’ to receive two marks for each.
Part B – Reading and responding in Korean
Students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text/texts and to address the requirements of the task by conveying the relevant information from the text/texts that was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type. 
Student responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important expected quality that was considered in the assessment. 
It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit, which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.


Question 4
Students had to write an email persuading their principal to invite the guest Hanjo Kim to speak at the school, and include an explanation. Responses needed to feature an appropriate form (email) and a persuasive writing style. The audience for the email was the principal.
Responses were expected to paraphrase why he deserves to be the best speaker, including students’ opinions to persuade the audience. Also, responses needed to indicate why students wrote this email to the principal.
Students generally wrote the response well. The first and fourth point answers were hardly picked up by high-scoring responses. Even though a majority of students missed these two answers, students managed the writing well with the other four possible answers. High-scoring responses performed well with good paraphrasing and structuring from the text, whereas low-scoring students simply repeated the sentences from the text rather than paraphrasing. 
Possible answers include (any four of):
최고지도자상을 받은 사람이 우리 학교 졸업생임. (he is a proud graduate of our school who received the Best Club Leader of the Year award)
고등학교 학창시절 산악부를 조직해서 경험이 풍부 (extensive experience as an organiser at the mountain club in high school)
대학교 때 훈련대장으로서 리더십을 갖춤 (has leadership as a training leader of the mountain club during university days)
자신의 성공을 다른 사람의 도움으로 여기는 겸손함 (humility to view his success with the help of others)
어려움에도 불구하고 자신의 일을 꾸준히 함 (resilience in his work despite difficulties)
자신의 일에 열정을 가지고 꾸준히 함 (persist with passion on their work)
Section 3 – Writing in Korean
In this section, students were required to write an original text of 500 to 650 cha in Korean on one of four questions, each requiring a different text type and a different style of writing.
Students were assessed according to the following criteria: 
the capacity to demonstrate relevance, breadth and depth of content 
the capacity to demonstrate accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar 
All four task options are informative, evaluative, imaginative and personal. The most popular was the diary entry (Question 8), and the least popular was the short story (Question 7). Students should pay attention to the audience and the text type required by the particular question and ensure that they have practised writing extended responses within a specified timeframe, as some students did not complete their responses with appropriate detail. The high-scoring responses demonstrated fluency and depth in their writing with ideas accurately communicated. These responses showed an ability to accurately use a wide range of grammatical structures and extended vocabulary relevant to the task. The ideas and opinions were very clear and creative. 
Question 5
Students were required to write a blog entry for a band’s fan club blog informing other blog readers about an Australian city that would be suitable for the band’s visit. Students provided rich information about a city or town where a world-famous K-pop band could perform. Their responses may have included:
the city has a huge concert hall
the hall is located at a convenient site close to public transport
it is a good chance to promote the band to people as well as the city
there are tens of thousands of fans who like Korean pop music in the city
the city is the biggest Korean-speaking community 
it is an opportunity to expand awareness of Korea.
Generally, students performed well in this writing. However, some students introduced a city only rather than focusing on a world-famous K-pop band performance in the city. The high-scoring responses provided rich information about the chosen city as well as the band. Examples included weather, history, appropriateness of the performance, and the popularity of the band. 
As the text type was a blog post, both formal and informal styles could be used. 
Question 6
Students were expected to evaluate the pros and cons of a special subject ‘Saving and investing’. The task required students to produce a report for a school newspaper that evaluated the advantages and disadvantages. 
Many students chose this question and did very well. There were captivating and thoughtful opinions logically detailing possible options, with most concluding that a balance of advantages and disadvantages was the most relevant outcome for all concerned. The high-scoring responses showed the most relevant information and natural flow of sentences, whereas the low-scoring responses demonstrated that they misunderstood the question. The question asked to write after discussing the need for a special subject. However, the students did not include in their report what had been discussed in the class. 
Possible advantages:
Helping students to become financially literate
Preparing for lifelong security by learning how to manage one's finances at school
Becoming more confident by managing personal finances more effectively 
Possible disadvantages:
Providing a risk of giving too much priority to money as a student 
Interrupting studies of other subjects by focusing on money too much 
Taking time off fun subjects
Question 7
Students were required to write an imaginative story about a person with enhanced abilities for a youth magazine. Students could have included examples such as a superpower, overcoming impairment, having superhuman capabilities or a special power they dreamed of in their response. 
For a creative story, students needed to include a plot and narrative arc to make it interesting to the magazine’s young audience. If responses included literary features and language, such as descriptive writing (adjectives and adverbs) and imagery, they could score highly. However, the low-scoring students demonstrated only a superpower that was not genetically engineered. The vocabulary was not rich enough to describe the image, nor creative enough. 
Question 8
Students were required to create a personal piece of writing in the form of a diary entry, reflecting on a situation where they have suddenly become popular on social media. Students were expected to include feelings, emotions and opinions in the diary entry. The emotions could have been happiness, excitement and the wish to be popular, or students may have presented anxiety, tiredness and worries due to the potential loss of privacy. Along with this, students may have included some reflections or lessons about being popular. 
The responses needed to include the correct date format, such as year/month/day. The weather was optional. High-scoring responses presented rich emotive and subjective language to express their feelings, together with reflections on what students learned from the experience. 
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