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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]General comments
Overall, students performed well in the 2023 VCE Persian written examination. Their comprehension of all spoken and written texts was good. Generally, responses to Section 1 were completed well. Responses for Section 2, Part A (Reading and responding in English) were satisfactory; however, some students seemed to have difficulty answering questions in English.
Specific information
Note: This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1
This section was assessed according to how well students understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information and conveying the information accurately and appropriately.
Part A – Listening and responding in English
Students who scored highly were able to understand the requirements of the questions and extract the relevant information from the texts. Students need to practise organising and writing their answers so that they are clear, readable and coherent. They also should remember to include all the information they had written in the note area in their responses, as anything written there is not assessed. Answers given in the incorrect language did not earn any marks. 
Text 1
Question 1a.
If the roommate is late, he does not know where to go. 
He doesn't know how to speak English. 
He hopes that he will be found easily.
He needs help to collect his suitcase.  
He is not sure how to fill in the passenger form.
Text 2
Question 1b. 
They have free time to mingle after the class.
They can enjoy drinking different herbal teas with other participants.  
Question 2b.
Free sports shirt for the first 10 people who register.
20% off if paid for three months in advance.
The first session is free.
Text 3
Question 3a. 
Duration of the tour 
Historical tour: 4 days
Handicrafts tour: 3 days
Special requirements for the handicrafts course 
Being able to speak / be fluent in Persian to participate in the one-day handicrafts course.
Details of the activities provided in each tour
Historical tour: visiting historical sites and learning about their architectural styles.
Handicrafts tour: becoming familiar with weaving and Khatamkary.
Part B – Listening and responding in Persian
Students performed very well in this part of the examination, and many were awarded high marks. Most responses demonstrated that students understood the texts well, despite spelling errors and grammatical mistakes displayed in their answer. Students should write their responses in full sentences in Persian and avoid writing their answers in bullet point format unless it is required by a bullet point in the answer space. 
Text 4
Question 4a.
می توانیم سبزیجات را که می خواهیم خودمان انتخاب کنیم. 
You can select and pick your fresh ingredients from their garden. 
خودمان آنها را با راهنمایی آشپز در رستوران بپزیم.
You can cook the food yourself in the restaurant with the help of their chef.


Question 4b.
Any three of the following:
عجب!
He said, ‘How strange!’
این خوبیش چیه اگر قرار باشد همه زحماتش رو خودمون بکشیم؟
He said, ‘What is good about this restaurant if we are going to do everything ourselves?’
پول بیشتری هم بدهیم!
He said, ‘We even have to pay more!’
بهتره همون رستوران همیشگی را رزرو کنیم – وکلا نظر رویا را رد کرد.
He said, ‘Let’s go and book our usual restaurant’ (he totally dismissed her suggestion).
Text 5
Question 5a.
دانش آموزان با رقص های مختلف از مناطق مختلف ایران و افغانستان آشنا می شوند.
Learn about the different dances from different parts of the Persian region.
با کمک یک معلم آشپزی غذاهای سنتی بپزند.
Students will participate in the cooking of traditional food with the help of a cooking teacher.
در آخرین شب کمپ هم مسابقه رقص خواهیم داشت و برنده این مسابقه جایزه ای دریافت خواهد کرد.
On the last night of the camp, there will be a dance competition and the winner will receive a prize.
[bookmark: _Hlk132186439]Question 5b. 
وسایلی که باید ببرند:
اگر دانش آموزان لباس رقص دارند می توانند آن را همراه ببرند، دفتر و وسایل نوشتاری
They should bring:
Costumes (if they have them), notebook and pen.
وسایلی که اجازه بردن آنها را ندارند:
وسایل الکترونیک و تلفن
They are not permitted/allowed to bring:
 Phones or electrical devices.


Text 6
Question 6a.  
دانش آموزان یاد می گیرند که به محیط زیست اهمیت دادن بدهند.
Students learn the importance of the environment.
یاد می گیرند که با استفاده از وسایل کهنه و استفاده شده وسایل جدیدی بسازند.
They learn how to make new objects from used materials.
یاد میگیرند که از هدر دادن وسایل خانه جلوگیری کنند.
They learn about reducing the wastage of home items.
[bookmark: _Hlk132186511]Question 6b.
از وسایل کهنه مدرسه استفاده می شود
All materials are used/old school materials.
والدین دانش آموزان این وسایل را به مدرسه اهدا می کنند
Materials are not purchased, they are donated (by parents).
Section 2
Part A – Reading and responding in English
Students' responses were assessed on how well they understand general and specific aspects of texts (for example, by comparing, contrasting, summarising, and/or evaluating) and on their ability to convey the information appropriately.
Many students performed well in this section of the examination. Students are advised to spend sufficient time analysing and selecting the correct information from the two texts. Texts should be read carefully, and unfamiliar or difficult words can be noted and looked up in the Persian-English dictionary. 
Text 7
Question 7a.
Any five of the following: 
The blogger couldn’t believe that the building had not been damaged and had withstood shaking after hundreds of years.
The blogger was so impressed by the architectural features of the building.
The blogger never expected the shaking of the minaret to be visible to the eye, or to be felt throughout one’s body.
The blogger is captivated/impressed by the details in the construction of the minarets, which are made from wooden blocks at the top and bottom, and the light materials used in these minarets.
The blogger absolutely loves the beautiful and glittering turquoise tiles covering the surface of minarets, which display the artistry and skill of the art of tiling of that period.
Text 8
Question 8a. 
The skill and experience of the person making the kite.
 Use of light and flexible spars. 
Question 8b. 
They provide an opportunity to show participants’ kite flying skills, a special talent.
People of all ages can participate. 
They give kite flyers a sense of joy.
Part B – Reading and responding in Persian
Students’ responses were assessed on how well they:
demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text
write text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose, and audience
structure and sequence information and ideas
manipulate language structures and vocabulary in Persian.
Text 9
Question 9
Using the information that was provided, the students were required to write an email to a company and apply for a job, despite not satisfying some of the selection criteria. Most students demonstrated an understanding of the text and responded accordingly. Responses that scored highly were written in a persuasive style and addressed most of the points in the text. They used the information with a degree of creativity and some interesting input. Some responses lacked the correct convention and style of the text type (email).
[bookmark: _Hlk161053607]The following points could have been included in the application letter, using both evidence and language to persuade:
متقاضی کار باید علاوه برخورداری از شخصیتی گرم، وراحت درتماس با دیکران، در مقابل دوربین هم اعتماد به نفس داشته باشد.
(The applicant must speak confidently in front of a camera, have a warm personality, and be good at interacting with young people.)
آشنایی با بعضی نرم افزارهای رسانه ای    (being familiar with some of the media’s software)  
داشتن خلایت خوب ذهنی	)  (being a good creative thinker
  مسؤليت پذیربودن (being responsible) 
آشنایی کامل به زبان های فارسی و انگلیسی(being fluent in Persian and English) 
دارا بودن پاسپورت استرالیایی (having an Australian passport) 
داشتن تجربه رسانه ای الزامی نیست. (experience in media is not necessary)


Section 3: Writing in Persian
Students’ responses were assessed on how well they:
demonstrate depth of treatment of information, ideas, and/or opinions
write text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose, and audience
structure and sequence information and ideas
manipulate language structures and vocabulary in Persian.
Most students attempted this section and generally performed well. Some responses were very creative and rich in context. Responses that scored highly demonstrated the required style and relevant text type. Students should practice using past examination papers and discuss the requirements of each task with their teachers. They should also take note of text type and structure, kind of writing, register, purpose and context. Many students used a good range of vocabulary and wrote grammatically correct Persian. Question 12 was the most popular.
Question 10
Students were required to write a script for a speech evaluating the positive and negative influences of contemporary Western music and dance on the culture of Persian-speaking communities. 
Responses may include:
The school assembly should be formally addressed at the start of the speech.
The register should be formal but friendly as well, as this is an assembly of students who are the same age as the presenter.
The positive and negative points of the influence of Western music and dance should be compared.
Question 11
Students were asked to write an informative article about the success of a Persian-speaking person in the Australian community who is important to them. They needed to explain what contributed to this person’s success and how they have been inspired by this person’s success.
Responses may include:
The language should be formal, and the format is a report with the addressee’s details, a beginning and end/conclusion.
They should talk about the success of a Persian-speaking person who is important to them.
They should write about his/her influence on them. / What inspiration this has given them.
Question 12
Students were asked to imagine they were a bird flying over a big city. They were required to write a story about the events they witnessed on a particular day.
Responses may include:
The story should have a beginning, a middle and an end.
The best stories have a turning point, a surprise, or a revelation that gives the story strong structure and extra interest for the reader. The story will be genuinely interesting and entertaining as this is one characteristic of good stories, both written and spoken.
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