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Oral component

GENERAL COMMENTS

A total of 2133 students from 88 schools attended the 2009 Chinese First Language oral examination. The majority of
students were well prepared and demonstrated an excellent understanding of all requirements of the examination.
However, a small group of students had not prepared adequately, some presentations were not prepared according to the
requirements of the study design and a few students appeared to make up their speech on the spot.

Lateness was an issue this year; some students were an hour late for the scheduled examination time. Students are
reminded they should arrive at the examination venue at least 30 minutes before their scheduled time.

The use of cue cards is still a problematic area. Cue cards should not be larger than 20 x 1.25 cm and writing should be
in dot point form. Notes with paragraph answers are not permitted in the examination room.

Students are reminded that thorough preparation is the key to successful examination performance.
SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Presentation

Most students were well prepared for this section. The students delivered fluent presentations, engaged well with the
assessors and timed their presentation well. A variety of new topics were heard in the examination and a large variety of
resources were used by the students. Only a small number of students did not have sufficient preparation to deliver an
effective presentation.

The use of an appropriate style was still an issue this year. A small group of students used an informative rather than
persuasive style in their presentation. A few students presented an evaluative speech. Students must ensure that they
adhere to the requirements of the study design, which requires a clear stance on the issue reflected.

The topic selected must also meet the requirements of this examination. Topics such as Zn{rf 245 % Ifi or 4 3C{t are
of an informative style; therefore they are not suitable for this examination.

The texts selected should be related to the topic, and should support the student’s ideas and opinions. Simply telling
three stories from the texts is also not suitable in this examination.

The following were some good topics presented in 2009.
o NAEFEARIERE
o ANAETENF
o EIGHUDARTHER
o HEERLFIR
o PLRZBRREE
o NEBEERRM
o THREKMERTES
o MNBERHFHEID
o HEMIEHE
o NIAHBEARAE
o EELAR
o IFIATREIIZHPN
o [HEEME—MEER
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Re PO rt
o CBERERRIAR T
o RERTS
o FAMBIE#HPEHSHDS
o MMEFEEHES
o HUERMNE
o  HHIIALE AR ZAL
o VABMEELR
The following topics were found to be inappropriate.
The following topics were of an informative style; therefore they did not meet the requirements of the oral examination.

o AT RN B A A IE TH R
o HHMEH

o 3L
o KX

o S ANy R

Appropriate resources to support students’ point of view on the following topics were not included.
o IRAHE AT AL
o REEAGIR AR EMRY
o FERETIA
o FHEHEM
o JEE/N
o WORMISZ I IR
o ZIPUEmIK
o MEMMINE

The following topics were too broad; students were not able to explore their point of view in sufficient depth.
o FRANINV T ) Sk
o  ANAZHH
o NN
R S3F
o IHOWIE

The following topics were too narrow. Students found it difficult to present and discuss three aspects of their Detailed
Study, and they were not able to demonstrate a clear stance on the issue selected which was supported by evidence.

o NAEAbAbTEFI

o EERAEIAALA

Section 2 — Discussion

Student performances in the Discussion section were weaker than those in the Presentation. Although communication
was quite smooth with a good level of engagement, a broader range of ideas and vocabulary were necessary to bring the
discussion to a higher level. Students need to practise the skills required to elaborate on their ideas and opinions.

The Discussion section is as important as the Presentation in this examination; however, it appears that most students
put more emphasis on the Presentation. Students should be aware that the marks awarded for the Discussion section
have the same weight as those for the Presentation.
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