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Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Most students completed the 2014 VVCE Japanese First Language written examination in the allocated time and
responded to all three questions. Strong students showed very good listening and reading comprehension skills, and
sophisticated writing skills, while weak students demonstrated insufficient comprehension skills and presented illogical
writing.

Section 1 — Listening and responding was the most successfully completed section. However, many students struggled
to identify the main points accurately, especially for Question 1f.

In Section 2 — Reading and responding, high-scoring students showed a thorough understanding of the content of the
two texts and wrote a convincing script for a speech. Low-scoring students copied sentences directly from the texts, but
this was not appropriate.

Section 3 — Writing in Japanese was reasonably well answered. The evaluative questions required students to
objectively and logically discuss aspects of an issue. Balance and impartiality were necessary. The imaginative
questions required students to exhibit originality and creativity. They had to include an interesting storyline, and
describe emotion and atmosphere using adjectives or adverbs. In addition, the questions in Section 3 required a clear
understanding of text types, audience and purpose. This year, imaginative questions, particularly Question 7, were a
popular choice. Some students showcased their creativity and effectively described feelings and atmosphere using
modifiers, while others simply listed a series of events without expressing the accompanying feelings and atmosphere.

The use of Kanji was problematic in Sections 1 and 3 this year. Some students were able to write Kanji adequately,
whereas weak students used incorrect Kanji, such as &N (BRPN) | Bols (BILy) | sk (k) |
FIAS (FIZE)  and ¥&Bkfk (7&1E{k) , or used Hiragana rather than basic Kanji.

Kanji should be practised in and out of the classroom.

A large number of students did not understand the requirements of each text type. Students should know the format,
structure and appropriate register, such as the plain (72/C#& %), polite ('C9/% 9°) and honorific form of each text
type.

It is recommended that teachers repeatedly explain text type requirements and insist that the requirements be reflected
in students’ responses to class exercises.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding
This section required students to identify and understand key words and information, and answer accurately using
correct Kanji.

In general, parts a., c., d. and e. of Question 1 were well answered. In part b. students did not include key words and
their responses required more detail. In part f. required students to summarise five key points and convey information
effectively; however, some students were unable to do this.

Some students used the opportunity to demonstrate their skills, whereas other students did not sufficiently understand
the content and were unable to respond to the questions appropriately. They missed key points, and wrote very simple
and short answers.

Text 1
Question 1a.
e (Mo AZBEUT) HWEIACHL > EXRMRICELEZRF-THEHH 2 L
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Question 1b.
o M AEIE (F) Eo TELRWVHEROEESE 2 (KR T 5507
o MM BAFENT O EIKERTE DT

Question 1c.
. (PAN—=7TiH) BREZOMMBEZEE LT
o  (UAN=7F) (BETITRL) HEOLDOTHD
(A= 712) Ao TElealdtiko (8% 4 Frpir 2 TIEMELT 5) 2olicfibnd

Question 1d.
o  BFTHMARELT D
o TFIHHLZFERND

Question 1e.
o TUXEKRALUL
o HIF AT, EHET ITOWTONIRLTWEETHHT L Mxo) Y7 —I4 K

Question 1f.
o KREIXMIE AL ST
$18 00 HERNZT L— @&, KUARRICH TE =
KNN3 GV, DTN RAIL 8-> T, Il -7
HARIZHEIZEL L, HIERIZD DT ZWNERE - TWALE WS Z ENEETE 512725
REMESCEARREEZZ2DLEDOE Y NIRD

The following is an example of a high-scoring response.

KE. SHOBEIHEOP T, MWEICKLUAH -7, K18 0 0 FHERNIT L— bREE, KIUNEICHTE 7=, £
IR, TRADEICR > T, AR SN, ZORHOEOR Y SEbE-E5 L, BRITFICEN L, #H
BRIFFMA B R TND EWN) ZEMRBfETEX DL 910D, £ LT, TOHEMPRBEMESCHARELEZD
LEDE Y MRS,

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Texts 2 and 3

Question 2

Students were required to demonstrate comprehension of Texts 2 and 3, identify the main ideas and information in the
texts, and write an informative script for a speech to be delivered at a competition.

The content of the texts consisted of the following four main areas:

1. (RAFRFEF O
IS, ARNZB W TIRNEFRHI E AR BB Z 72 LT\ D0
2. EREOEIZOWT
a. MREAZEOEE R RE
b. AFOENRFHC E 5 R L 720
3. IRINEEEHEVE OPE S R E IOV T
a. BYEEYS (OWobEN TV, BERRREN)
b, REARMEE (L <RIV
c. RykEE
d. BUHE
a, b, ¢, dDMNPRFETFTOLNTND I &,
4. (KRR ZFIHT BB & 2O RTHEMEIZ DN T
AN DIRNEEFF O OB E N ATREIZ 2 AUE, b o EWRMREDOE 5N T D,
(ZLCRWEH IMA b D)
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High-scoring students produced well-written responses. They clearly identified the four main areas, and expressed
themselves logically and effectively by rephrasing main ideas and information. Low-scoring students struggled to
understand the content of the two texts and copied many sentences directly from the texts or summarised each
paragraph of both texts.

As stated above, students must show a clear understanding of text type requirements in their response. In this case, the
text type was the script of a speech, requiring a title, commencing with a salutation, including the speaker’s name and
the topic, suchas [ Z AT HiE, FAEEK 3SFEDOLHEFTT, TP LRIT--IZOWVWTEE LIz & BN
9, | ,and finishing with a concluding remark, suchas 2 TPV FT, HOVREHI TS 0E L,

The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.

MRt I X D)

ZATHIE, BOLAFNIBA—ER T, Bl TN, HEAT EAEE] LWIbDa2THFEATL X I, BEDHD
DR FPRUEESIHEDMRNEEG LIEIROBBRIZ OV TOa~v—T v LE KB LT-Z LT, KEL AT 4TI EFoiE
L7, A FICEROE T, [MENFEL AER IR THWET,

ZHLELEARF L TV o722 TL X D2, THl, BRICERRE D, KERIZIRS 2% Z LIZiER LigDT-
DIX1930FRT, 199 7THEICEANKHAERINE L, AMOBLGTFOHFICH D Z OFEEHIHERD B HRJE ] &
IFIERC 2 4RFEEYIC, BLITNTLESTHLANERODZ L TEOTNEHRENIEET LI ENTEET, 2
5 L CARITHERO B Y X ARG L 28 H#{k L TE 7D TT,

LT AN, BMHSmEOEM RIS ETEEB OZEN S, T ORARFOEBMER 2 TARED, FHhICk>TH
R, FERREIICEE LT A2 DS L TWE T, BERAEMFEORAERICKL 5 & RHAREIRRENRRA & 72 5550
FEERENBEIMEICH Y, Z L TCHIESFRMEHICEALZVEI LAY 52 & THAKBIZR>TLE I Ak D
MPRHENDE S TT,

UL S, ZOERNERG 2 CHA L, NGRSO @b ¥ o 2 U 7 CIREEITH 2 & TIHES RO
ASLEOFIERORAZ BIETH LWE A 70 TREEER] 2SER SN TOWET, — A— AR ORI E 42K
THENTENL, FRICHES EEREEDOEA NS >7-0 . EREFHO TR TE LA TND A ~DETERRY
LR LT oD LET, ZOHLWE A TORFEHTETE OBH Clibhs Z S3BBIc#< 22 <, B
IERNEEE O D 12D O ARSI THREGET Z M TE D L5 ks b LivERA,

BAROAERIIE L XTI NERTT, RZ 2 —2THLY RO L, WOTHLEAMRFHEOTIZAD £7,
LU, ZOFEMENFLTZ B OFEORNIERT 2 EbE, RE, B b E2ES T CnEd, 4. RERERITR
EHIZE S THRERARZEDTHY, TNND O TREICEZ 27201203, BRNFHOZ Lo Th o EE 2
TR 5200 TT,

INTEDYVEST, N> TZnE LA,

Section 3 — Writing in Japanese

Students were required to respond to one imaginative or evaluative question. The options were Japanese pop culture
being accepted overseas (Question 3), principals without qualifications or experience in education (Question 4), pushing
children into the entertainment industry (Question 5), a volunteer at an international sports event (Question 6) and a
story resulting from finding different items in your shopping bag (Question 7). Question 7 was the most popular,
followed by Questions 5, 3 and 6.

In responding to evaluative questions, high-scoring students expressed well-balanced objective and logical viewpoints,
whereas low-scoring students presented superficial opinions, ideas based solely on personal experience or one-sided
viewpoints.

In responding to imaginative questions, high-scoring students devised unexpected developments, including dramatic

twists, and depicted their characters’ thoughts and feelings. Low-scoring students simply listed a series of events and
focused less on thoughts and feelings.
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