2018 VCE Japanese First Language
written examination report

General comments

Students achieved a wide range of scores in the 2018 VCE Japanese First Language written
examination. Many students did not complete answers in Sections 2 and 3 of the examination.

The following are examples of common errors in writing kanji. The correct translations are also
given.

Incorrect kanji Correct kanji English meaning
P&, MELE] KA around
T 1 T i B postal car
EA EA T driver
AN=aE S Bz energy conservation
A BT passing
LISt =04 unexpected
18 Biated imagination
ik BIH propagation
BAF BRI traffic jam
EEA- [RIRFIZ at the same time
2= 1 =S medical treatment
HEH] it arrangement
HE e care, watch, caution

Students who achieved high scores clearly understood the examination texts, were able to identify
specific key concepts and words in the text, and consequently were able to convey appropriate and
correct information in their answers. Their answers were logically sequenced. Students who did not
score well, on the other hand, had difficulty identifying concepts and key words in the questions
asked. Not thoroughly understanding the texts resulted in responses that were poorly worded and
often unclear.

Advice to students
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e Students need to ensure that they manage their time in the examination so that they can
complete all questions. This is best done by practising with previous years’ examinations,
under examination conditions.

o The correct use of kanji requires consistent and regular practice, which should be done at
every opportunity throughout the year in class and at home.

e Students need to be careful when writing kanji. For example, some of the correct kanji
characters in the table above were used in the examination questions but were incorrectly
transcribed by students in their responses.

e Students should ensure that they are familiar with various text types for Sections 2 and 3 of
the examination. Students are encouraged to practise their writing skills using various text
types.

o The use of genkooyooshi (manuscript paper) to practise writing Japanese is encouraged. It
can assist in developing appropriate ways of setting out text, including punctuation and
paragraphing.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 - Listening and responding

Students were required to listen to a reading of Text 1. The questions assessed the capacity of
students to understand general and specific aspects of the text and to convey information
accurately and appropriately in their written responses in Japanese.

Appropriate answers were given by most students, but many missed some key aspects of
Question 1d.

Students who scored highly understood the text well. They identified key words in the text and
conveyed information accurately in their responses. Students who scored less well had difficulties
identifying key words and struggled to formulate their answers appropriately.

Text 1

Question 1la.

o HpLDOAIRITENT-Z & - BN TuW/= (Granny is getting used to life without driving.)
o (HETYH) KEAZXPHEIZHY (I<HTHT . FIHLTWSZ L) ([Eveninthe
country area] buses are circulating quite often [which she uses.])

Question 1b.

o NANESLXVE (BHE - EHY) E-TUWDZ L (There are more buses running than
she expected.)

o NANE[EYEHHE T GEAT) \WHIZ L (Local buses carry and deliver mail and
containers.)

Question 1c.

o EHIEEK VI X 11T (An expressway was constructed.)
o T v IENENTEILRoT2 (05 - %)  (Because trucking has become the main means of
transport.)
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Question 1d.

o BEWEAL NT v ZEEN OMMORERFEIEFE FREOK) AR L E =AY /R AW
#7972 Z & (Modal shift means replacing truck transport with other transport modes [rail or
ship] because they are more efficient and improve the environment.)

o EHNIZIX) ZEMEM72 S % 9 (There might not be a vacant seat on the train.)

o WFfHMICIEEE NS B 724 O MAZ B A3 (There will not be enough time for loading and
unloading.)

Question le.

B COERIREEEOF AIL, EHAMIIAEMNTEIRTHY | BERAHEICH DEFHON
A DEHHERFIC DR N0 | M EROTFEEZ RS- OICHLAERETH 5, SZEEME CIITEMIAE
DINETHT v/ CHFER LY LHERICHETE D, 72, #HOLTOE—F L7 MRFEHTH
(X, B L 2 TR SRR S AL, WA NS Z L2k VT vy RTA =R/
JEDEEIZ 720 . O LRFBOPEH LY | BRIEOUGEICH 2 D,

(The advantage of freight and passenger consolidated transport in sparsely populated areas is that
it leads to better route maintenance of train and bus services in the affected areas, and is
significant in providing an adequate level of service for local inhabitants. A train in heavy snow
affected districts can deliver passengers and cargo more reliably than a truck or a postal coach.
Furthermore, if the modal shift from road to rail in city areas is realised, road traffic congestion may
be significantly eased as well as the shortage of truck drivers as a result of fewer trucks on the
road. And, in addition, carbon emissions will decrease, and the overall environment improved.)

Question 1f.

o RMBHIDIEIRMERFIZ 723D (It leads to route maintenance in the depopulated area.)
(HETIINADERIZZENTND D E) AER - 1R TH =% ([It would be much more

efficient and energy-saving.] There are vacant seats to fill.)

o T v U RTAN—FREHEDAEE (Solution to the problem of shortage of truck drivers.)

o FLLDEM OFEIN (Easing of the traffic congestion in the downtown area.)

o ZEMH CIIFEMEARDOIIENETT D720, 7 v 7 REEREL D ELICEHEETE D
(Because trains are better suited for snow-affected districts, they can deliver more reliably than
a truck or a postal coach.)

o TWAbiRSE (CO2)HIT & 72D (BREEUGE L 72 5) (It results in the reduction of carbon dioxide)
[and contributes to environmental improvement].)

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Students were required to read Texts 2 and 3 and then answer Question 2. The question assessed
the capacity of students to identify and synthesise information, write their responses accurately,
present information in a structured and sequenced way, and use appropriate language and
vocabulary.

Texts 2 and 3

Question 2
The following is a summary of the key areas of the two texts to be identified.

o ATIZOWVWT O - &, AMICERLTWT, TR L > CABOEFOREAH | 1
DB E 5 2 TWDH Z OB, #x 5 ~0F%, (Explanation and background of Al.
Explanation that Al is developing rapidly, and that this impacts on the level and nature of
employment and so influences society.)

VCAA Page 3


http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/aboutus/policies/policy-copyright.aspx

o AINAETAMALTNWEZ EZ2RCIEMIC (22<) TELEMH], ThilX-oT, ALBA
MICE X b D6, Al ORFEERICH T 25| HHI, (Examples of Al's ability to do jobs that
people have been doing, but that Al can do more quickly, accurately and cheaply. Examples of
Al being used in different industries and of Al replacing human workforces in those industries.)
It was not necessary to mention all the examples covered in the texts.

o Al DFBITL > TAMOF LWMERENEEN D RENE AL 2FH T 54F - X207 1 —
DHEEDRE X D) AL BAMOIEHEEZES OTIER <, D FREEMESAFERER ES E TOM
BAEfEET 5 &) Z &, (The possibility of new jobs resulting from the rise of Al, for
example, jobs that develop and manage Al and jobs ensuring the security of Al. Al can be
viewed, therefore, not so much as reducing employment opportunities but, rather, providing
solutions emerging in an aging society that is lacking in enough workers.)

o ATICE-s TRBICEDDORKMERTEZHKSZDIZE > THITN WD, SO T bDOHEF
W E e Z b, THfF ) T 5 m7)y, (What does society need to do in order to accommodate
the rapid development of Al? Education of our children is one important area to be identified. Is
it possible for society to peacefully coexist with Al, or is significant disruption inevitable?)

Most students were able to give some of these points, but it was evident that many need to better
prepare for this section of the examination. Text summarising skills are crucial for preparing
responses to given texts, and students must spend enough time practising those skills until they
become proficient.

Students who scored highly demonstrated their summarising skills, identifying the key concepts
and words in the given text and then crafting their responses logically and in a proper sequence
based on the identified concepts and words. Conversely, students who did not score well tended to
lack an understanding of the texts and had difficulties in finding appropriate concepts and key
words on which to build their answers. Some answers were not based on the given texts.

Section 3 — Writing in Japanese

In Section 3 of the examination students were required to write a response to one of five questions.
The questions assessed the capacity of students to write with appropriate relevance, breadth and
depth, to structure and sequence their responses appropriately and to accurately use appropriate
vocabulary and grammar.

Students who scored well understood the question and presented their texts in a thoughtful, logical
and appropriate manner using text type structures appropriately and consistently.

The main difficulty faced by students was the lack of complete answers, indicating a lack of time
management skills and a lack of preparation. Students are advised to practise completing previous
years’ examinations under examination conditions, the reading and writing of Japanese, and
composing a text that is presented grammatically correctly and in a logically sequenced manner.

Question 3 was the most commonly selected question. It required students to write an article for a
primary school’s newsletter addressed to parents and guardians. Students were required to set out
the benefits and difficulties of studying in the living room at home, rather than in a study.

Question 4 was the next most commonly selected question. It required students to write a speech
script for a high school speech competition on international awareness, setting out the positive and
negative aspects of the Japanese proverb ‘When you enter a territory, follow the customs of the
territory’.

Question 5 required students to write an imaginative story for a high school magazine about a
student whose hobby is to take photos and share them on the internet, one of which goes viral and
causes the student to become the talk of the town.
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Question 6 required students to write, as a teacher of English, a letter to an education resource
company introducing unique/innovative English language teaching methods and their effects.

Question 7 required the writing of a journal entry about time travel into the past. Students were to
imagine an encounter with a historically significant person and describe unusual and unexpected
facts and experiences in their journal.
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