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2019 VCE Karen written examination 

report 

General comments 

Most of the students were well prepared for the 2019 VCE Karen written examination. Those who 

did well demonstrated a good understanding of specific aspects of the text, were able to identify 

and analyse information, and were able to convey information accurately and appropriately. Most 

students had good listening skills and understood the content of the texts.  

Students are reminded that they should listen to and read the texts and questions carefully. It is 

important that students answer all the questions as required; some questions need to be answered 

in Karen and some in English. Students should focus on and express their language skills.  

Overall, a good understanding of the language was demonstrated, and students are congratulated 

for taking the opportunity to learn, maintain and promote the Karen language. 

Specific information 

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 

otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 ‒ Listening and responding 

Students generally demonstrated their understanding of the texts and responded well.  

Students are reminded to read the instructions carefully and follow the instructions exactly as 

required. Unfortunately, some students mixed up Part A and Part B and answered the questions in 

the wrong language and therefore were not eligible for marks.  

In some cases, responses indicated that students had understood the texts in Karen well but had 

difficulty finding the correct words in English. In this case, students should use words that have 

equivalent meaning to the actual words. Students are encouraged to develop skills in using their 

dictionaries effectively. 

Note-taking is an important part of students’ preparation, and it helps ensure that they are focused 

when listening to the texts. Some students jotted down the key contents in the note-taking column 

but wrote totally different answers and could not therefore receive marks. 

Part A – Answer in English 

Text 1 

Question 1 

Tee Moo is known all over the world because it: 
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• produces healthy, clean and delicious water 

• has received top awards for water quality 

• can be used for drinking, health and beauty purposes. 

Text 2 

Question 2a. 

Evidence in the text shows that Karen people are hospitable. They: 

• invite guests to eat and stay overnight with them 

• cook nice food for the guest 

• offer vegetables or fruit  

• visit the guest. 

Question 2b. 

The writer wants the children to experience Karen’s: 

• kind treatment 

• hospitality. 

Text 3 

Question 3a. 

The two big challenges Say Say faced as a migrant were: 

• the language barrier 

• cultural differences. 

Question 3b. 

Say Say overcame the challenges she faced by:  

• attending an English language class 

• making friends with English-speaking people 

• inviting friends to her house 

• sharing food and stories 

• knowing how to cook other food. 

Part B – Answer in Karen 

Text 4 

Question 4 

The advantages of online study mentioned in the text are as follows. 

• nD'D;qDwvJtDRoh 

(It is a flexible and convenient way to study.) 
• w>vXmbl.vXmph'D;w>qXuwD>pSRvDR 

(It can save time and money.) 
• ymCkm'D;rRoud;w>oh 

(The lesson is interactive and engaging.) 
• erRvdw>vXe[H.oh 
(You can study in the comfort of your home.) 
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Text 5 

Question 5a. 

Handicrafts tell us the following about the role of men and women in traditional Karen society. 

 

Question 5b. 

b.rEkRtCdunDw>pkohcD.b.yDRvDwz.tHRw>ymtDRvXtug'd.vJ. (The handicrafts are considered 

special because they are) 

• w>whtDRvXpkA (handmade) 

• t*hRvDRqD (unique). 

Text 6 

Question 6a. 

pJ;zDu[.yDngM.uJbsK;uJzSd.vXunDzdt*D>rh>vX (Technology benefits the Karen people because) 

• rh>0Jw>rRpXRvXunDzdwz.qJ;usd;vdmto;u'Ju'J (Technology helps Karen people to keep in 

touch.) 

• rh>td.,HRvDRo;b.q.w>pJbl;'D;yw>qJ;w>vRtd.oh  A (Even in isolation they can connect to 

their culture.) 

• eDRvDRoud;yw.oh.ngvXtb.xGJ'D;yySRuvkmohusHqJ;vRoh  A (Karen people can share 

knowledge of their customs and traditions.) 

• pdmrlpdm*JRyusdm    A (It keeps language alive.) 

• qJ;usd;'D;u&Xu&duhRunDzdwz.zJtd.w>vD>wylR*hRwylR*hRoh  A (It provides a way to inform and 

organise Karen communities wherever they may be.) 

  

Male Female 

Any two of the following: 

 

• uk 

• cd.zsD. 

• bX 

• csH.'D;ys> 

• Ckc;tD.w> 
 

 

(Men would handmake/craft: 

• baskets 

• hats 

• fish traps 

• bow and arrows for hunting 

AND 

collect/hunt food for their family.) 

Any two of the following: 

 

• xX. 

• ,.vk; 

• w>ulw>uR 

• cJG;w>q;w> 

• uG>xGJ[H.zdCDzd'fod;uulb.uRb. 

 

 

(Women would handmake/weave:  

• bags 

• blankets 

• clothes 

or sew and knit scarfs and hats 

AND 

provide for their families by keeping them 
clothed/warm.) 
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Section 2 – Reading and responding 

This section was designed to test the students’ understanding in general, as well as their ability to 

identify and analyse specific aspects of the text. They needed to convey the information accurately 

and appropriately as required. Most students scored highly on Question 7, comparing the 

differences between Karen and Australian culture. 

In Question 8, when students were asked to provide in English the evidence from the text of the 

wonderful time the author had when he was in Australia, many students struggled to provide the 

details, which indicated their difficulty understanding uncommon vocabularies in Karen. It was also 

a challenge for students to convey some Karen terminology into English.  

Question 9 was a persuasive writing task about a holiday destination. Most students did well 

writing a letter to a friend that indicated their impressive skill of understanding the original text. 

Students are reminded to try to expand their vocabularies and improve their grammar. 

Part A – Answer in English 

Text 7 

Question 7 

Students had to complete the table below indicating the differences between Karen culture and 

Australian culture. 

 

Karen culture Australian culture 

Respect for elderly people Respect for everyone 

Keeping head slightly down and avoiding 
direct eye contact  

Looking straight up and keeping direct eye 
contact  

Slightly bending your body while walking 
past older people 

Walking with a straight back is polite 

Couples do not show affection in public Showing affection in public is normal 

Text 8 

Question 8 

Students needed to provide evidence from the text to show that the writer had a wonderful time in 

Australia. Any four of the following were accepted: 

• beautiful sandy beaches 

• amazing forests 

• unique animals 

• different ethnicities and languages 

• different foods and cafes 

• varied and fascinating countryside 

• recommend Australia as a holiday place. 
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Part B – Answer in Karen 

Text 9 

Question 9 

Students were asked to imagine that their friend was going to Thailand on a holiday, and to write a 

letter persuading them to visit the waterfall in Umphang. 

Text type: letter 

Kind of writing: persuasive 

Audience: friend 

Students may have included points such as the following in their response:  

• rh>0JxHvDRqlCHvRvXtvJ>uwX>'D;txDuwX>vXuD>uFDwJ.uvHRpd;rk>eHRwuyR (It is a very 

beautiful place with the highest and widest waterfall in northwestern Thailand.) 

• td.0JoXywD>'D;wywD>b.wywD>tbX.pXRM.uGHtd.0JpkmpkmvXeySD>xHohA (It has three steps with 

pools for swimming between each step.)  

• rh>0JMqX.xHvDRqlvXySRvJR[;uG>uDw>zdwz.vX[D.cd.'Dbh.[J0JA (It is a natural waterfall and 

many tourists around the world visit.)  

• xH,GRoD.tvk>vDRu[kunD'frD.pltoh.tyS>tod;A (You will get to hear a loud rumbling sound in 

the rainforest.) 

• vJRvXodvh.'D;&DbX.csHwz.ohA (You can go by car and rubber boat.) 

• evJR[;vXecD.ohrh>vXw,HRuJ.qd;b.'D;td.ph>uD;'D;CDoGgvXw>'gvDRtDRzJusJ'DwbdA (It is not far 

to walk and the walking track is good.) 

• evJR[;vX[D.cd.'DzsX.w>ymyeD.q.zduD>zdxlvHRwz.tvD>ohA (There is an international wildlife 

sanctuary to visit.) 

Section 3 ‒ Writing in Karen 

This section tested the students’ ability and skill in conveying information and opinions using a 

range of vocabulary and correct sentence structure to articulate and express their thoughts on a 

topic. When selecting a task, students should choose one that is familiar to them and that requires 

the kind of writing to which they are best suited.  

Question 10 

This question asked students to reflect on their return from a careers information night organised 

by their school and in a diary, reflect on a new career choice. 

Text type: diary entry 

Kind of writing: reflective 

Audience: oneself  

Responses may have included the following. 

• reflections on what was impressive about the speaker and their career 

• reflections on the strengths, requirements and skills for the new career 

• elements of reflective language such as use of first-person, subjective/informal/familiar 

style/register; and emphasis on opinions, feelings and impressions rather than factual, 

objective information 

• a diary entry appropriate for the audience: the writer himself/herself 

• writing clearly recognisable as a diary entry through use of date, structure, opening, content, 

conclusion, register, style and layout. 
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Students successfully used their imagination or their experiences of careers information sessions, 

then reflected it well in their writing. 

Question 11 

Students were required to write an informative article for young adults about an exciting scientific 

development that is improving our lives. 

Text type: article  

Kind of writing: informative  

Audience: young adults  

Responses may have included the following. 

• information for readers about an exciting scientific development 

• how the scientific development is improving lives  

• informative discussion, not evaluative 

• appropriate for the audience 

• clearly recognisable as an article through characteristics such as topic; structure (introduction, 

body, conclusion); content; title; author (fictional name); register; style; and layout. 

Some students did well by providing actual information and practical examples but some students 

found it challenging to find the correct words and terminology in Karen. 
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