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2014 Languages: Korean First Language GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Students attempted all questions in each section of the 2014 Korean Second Language examination.

Section 1 — Listening and responding appeared to be challenging for some students. It required a high level of analytical
skills. Students needed to identify key information from the listening text, then synthesise the information in order to
satisfy the requirements of each question. Most students effectively utilised the note-taking space given on the exam

paper.

Section 2 — Reading and responding involved a high level of analysis and synthesis. High-scoring students confidently
presented a script for a speech on the topic, ‘desirable ways in which teenagers should use the Korean language’. Those
students skilfully reused key information identified in the reading text without copying the original sentences. In
contrast, some students:

e were unable to identify necessary information from the reading texts

o were able to identify necessary information from the reading texts but unable to express it in their own words

e were unable to blend and integrate identified information as required.

Section 3 — Writing in Korean was managed well. The most popular question was Question 5, which involved writing a
formal letter. High-scoring students presented distinctive and well-balanced views on the influence of cartoons on
primary school students. Most students were able to structure their essays with appropriate paragraphs according to the
required text type.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Text 1

Question 1a.

Aol = AlEEe] 70 Al7HA] 27 7) o gl Rl o 8.5
o 48 Fa B4 olehm Beokatth otk

rlr

B3k ot} 2B E o] Bl uhE & Fo

(In the past, it was difficult for people to live to 70 years of age, but it is common these days. Therefore, it is best to
refer to 70-year-old people as ‘Jong Shim’ to focus on correct behaviour, not age.)

Questionlb
wolE o) mgFo] obxly] wle] Aol A T FUF T YL st o) Aol o) FolA L
AL ok es1e] Axeke A9 $ih 2] wwe] 420 A2 E AR Eos ofvle) nake)

A%, A A2 meha olziths el BARk & 4 gld
(The elderly do not compete for employment with the young because their employment rate has risen. They can

co-operate with the young to fill job vacancies because jobs for the elderly and young require different skills. In this
case, the relationship between the employment rates of the young and elderly can be win-win to help each other.)

Korean First Language GA 3 Exam © VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 2015



2014 VVICTURIAN CURRICULUM
Examination AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY
Report

Question 1c.
O F FAAE gdFol Foll Dot thS SN EH 254 FojA = A B3It o 4§ LEAE Aol
=ol &l AA7HA T s FA sk =E AP el Al Feo] H 7] wiitol v

(The wage peak system means that when a worker’s wage reaches the maximum, the wage will be gradually reduced

the following year. This is because when a worker receives more wages every year due to a pay rise, it places a burden
on the company owner to keep the pay rise until retirement.)

Question 1d.
AR

VF WAL A 0w AF W oheh HAFS A AVNE vt T ek BE o] ] 1A}
3ol e Aos]7] WMol AW AFS 98 BEe ot

Aol FR F71%101t B ZFe e Aol T BE AE 4 g
nASelY AF AAAE 9 5 g FAelth,

rL

(Professor Kim:
The wage peak system can lead to a reduction in workers” wages and retirement payouts. It can create conflicts between
workers and companies. Therefore, it is not a good system for extending the retirement age.

Professor Jeong:

In reality, the extension of retirement age is possible for public enterprises or large enterprises because they have
enough finances. Therefore, the introduction of the wage peak system is unavoidable to guarantee the retirement age
and survival of companies.)

Question 1e.
Ao Aol we 22ape) Aol snteh 2ol HH HA AT AL Hoprh g A5 Yol
O Foj 57 dvh. 2350w 059 HA ALk BAe7] JSA ¥7] et

(When the incomes of workers reach their highest point [it will be still the lowest income considering the number of
years they have worked], their income will be reduced each year due to the introduction of the wage peak system.
Therefore, the low-paid workers won’t be able to maintain their minimum level of lifestyle as their income will be cut
down each year.)

Question 1f.

Students needed to:
¢ indicate a good understanding of the text
e state a clear opinion either agreeing or disagreeing with the issue
e present appropriate supporting ideas from the text.

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Texts 2 and 3
Question 2
2 2 ol A gfelgfofsli= T U8
o Ejo] AR HEEA Ffjokgitt
o B A Fo) A i Aol ALEE NG R oFT

o TR oJeols} 9Tl o] FES Ara| ok,
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2R 304 sotaiobats 70 )
o ofel® @A} AR GOl E 418 FIE vh ok
o Azolt AHEA 7Y FHES 2T LTS GEYE PolFtnE FYHOR Holokdt
o ABL AALREL 3 Adolo] S TR g3 okt

(The main ideas and information students needed to identify from Text 2 included:
o  We should use honorific expression correctly.
e We should be careful using new words that interrupt the communication between generations and destroy
Korean language.
e We should avoid overusing foreign words.

The main ideas and information students needed to identify from Text 3 included:
e We need to replace Chinese words or specialised words with easy Korean words.
e The generation of new words is positive as they create unity as well as diversity in communication.
e We should accept the use of foreign words in order to encourage good communication.)

Section 3 — Writing in Korean
In this section, students’ responses were assessed according to the criteria by incorporating content, structure and
language. To score highly, students needed to:
¢ demonstrate understanding of relevant and significant information and integrate ideas in a sophisticated way
throughout the text
e demonstrate effective structuring and sequencing of information and ideas appropriate to the audience and
purpose specified in the task
e demonstrate the characteristics of the kind of writing in the required format
e use a broad range of vocabulary as well as accurate grammatical structures.

Question 3
Many students chose this question and presented a short story relating to the picture given. Some
high-scoring students presented excellent short stories by creating interesting characters, settings and events.

Question 4

This question required students to write a memoir after receiving an award for the best entrepreneur of the year,
highlighting one’s life efforts and achievements. Few students were able to present interesting and distinctive aspects of
the topic in their response.

Question 5

This was the most popular question. Students were required to write a formal letter to the Ministry of Education,
evaluating the influence of cartoons on primary school students. Some high-scoring students presented distinctive and
well-balanced views on the topic. Those students were also able to state their main points effectively by writing topic
sentences in each paragraph.

Question 6

This question was selected by only a few students. They were required to write a newspaper article evaluating the
influences of foreign students on Korean university culture. The majority of students were unable to present distinctive
main ideas on the topic. Students are reminded of the importance of thorough brainstorming when planning their
answers.

Question 7

Students were required to write a script for a speech, evaluating the modernisation of traditional Korean music. A
number of students presented very logical ideas and gave their personal views on the topic. In order to keep the
audience interested, some high-scoring students often used authentic and realistic expressions.
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