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2016 VCE Korean First Language written
examination report

General comments

Most students achieved moderate results in the 2016 Korean First Language written examination.
The majority of students used their time effectively and attempted to complete all questions. They
showed a good understanding of the texts and were familiar with the main ideas raised in the
guestions.

Students with high-scoring responses demonstrated:

o excellent skills in language application

e highly relevant and significant information, successfully integrating ideas in a sophisticated
way

e highly effective structuring and sequencing of information and ideas appropriate to the
audience and purpose specified

e an exceptional range of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Students with low-scoring responses demonstrated:

e basic information and ideas that were largely irrelevant or unrelated to the question
o frequent errors in expression and language control

e little organisation of structuring and sequencing of information and ideas

e apoor range of vocabulary and grammatical structures, with major errors

e very little awareness of the requirements of the questions.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Assessment was holistic, using the published assessment criteria.

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Some students made appropriate notes in the note-taking space but did not transfer their
responses into the answer spaces. It should be noted that information in the note-taking spaces is
not assessed.

Text 1
Question 1la.
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same ethnic groups.)

WE7ke] A o] 7] wlo]tt. (It is because the war took place between the
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Most students answered this question reasonably well. However, some students had difficulty
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understanding the four-character idiom Z5-33t (fraternal tragedy).

Question 1b.
Both:

o o]zt gigo] Wlojull shut o] W E3F 54 Z49-S ou| sk}, (A product of clashing
ideologies that divided a country into the south and the north.)

o F=AAES FHI BEo] ToAA A IIHENA AT Thed BE Fdo] AtdE S
o]n) gkt}. (Dispersed families have no way to verify the whereabouts of long-lost relatives and
family members as all possible means of communication are intercepted.)

A number of students used the word 213 7+ where they were expected to write ©]'d 7}, Students
are reminded to review their answers to avoid such mistakes and ensure their answers are
coherent within the context of the question.

Question 1c.
g i A A g ek oly e} S0l 7S50l 2 ghNbEe)] Aal QoA E AR R ¢
i LTS ok 917] wliEo] Tk (Not only did the Korean War leave physical damage, but it also

caused agonising pain to the war-dispersed families as they could not see lost relatives and family
members even though they lived on the same peninsula.)

Question 1d.

o 138%7te] Wk A7} (138 days of broadcasts)

o mohe o alEE O] Fold: T Faf 69re] B AFHS, F 108 7o) Wi o)1
Abed o] 4=, 59 37 o] Ao] WSl A7 (High level of the dispersed families’ participation: An
average of 60 000 calls was received a day, a total of 100 000 applications were submitted
and about 53 000 cases were presented on television.)

o 75%t= AHF-FH-3F A HE 7|5 (Unprecedented viewer ratings of 75%)

o A& ool A7} o]alrtEFE 2] vkl A7) H. (Yeouido became a meeting place for the
dispersed families.)

Very few students were awarded full marks for this question. Students were not awarded marks if
they failed to write all the relevant reasons in an integrated and descriptive way.

Question le.
3 & v

o TTIHAES HAY AAA AP ET L IS Aol Al A Y Hl=o] A AP S
7N A g (For the post-war generation who only knew the Korean War as a past event in
history, the documentary showed how it was, in fact, an ongoing tragedy for the dispersed
families.)

o St Il BFTL oML E S ofFol s 2138 A= X X|(Viewers shared the pain
and suffering felt by the dispersed families and actively supported the program.)

o 9 FFEABEALEC] A o] W IS4 Q] o]ofr|ol] F=&ekaL ShrhRo] VAR M3 (The
media from all over the world paid attention to this tragic story and reported on this heritage
documentary.)

o FFAA AFAYE &= 7t (F 238 9L (It helped bridge the divide between
Korea’s war generation and its post-war generation.)

o HAL HFo] FH Wolopd AAlet= WFS F (It taught a lesson that such tragic war
should not be repeated.)
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Very few students were awarded full marks for this question. Students who were awarded high
marks needed to explain logically and in full detail the impacts and the meanings of this heritage
documentary.

Question 1f.

Some students were not able to answer this question adequately. High-scoring responses could

have included the following features.

o == A3 FHoz Fobd A= AEAS ¢n| st (It implies that Korea is still a
divided nation.)

o OIS EI S Wl B delo] Fdolgt=Ae 9| dtt. (Itimplies that the
wish for all Koreans and the dispersed families is unity.)

o o = JMHEY Sstar A A9S w3 ). (It also represents people's hope to
remain in contact with the families in the north.)

Section 2 — Reading and responding
Texts 2 and 3
Question 2

Students were required to demonstrate their comprehension of the two texts provided and write a
persuasive speech intended for a debate program. They were asked to base the writing on the
main ideas and information from the texts.

The key information provided in each text was as follows:

Text 2 PvhE o774 A4 = Text 3 vt o] F-5¢f o) 2
(Text 2: Article advocating for the regulation) (Text 3: Letter opposing the regulation)
SHAEe] ARG o] & 5 TRAAE
QA ), AN G 2ERAE wEay] | Dot Al REsh] K] a4

EAT 2 3h7] wil (Itis inadequate to
revive traditional markets and street markets,
and it also causes consumers
inconvenience.)

#3Fo (To protect small merchants and
traditional markets.)

stew = AdE e T 4A *HVH T A8, 71 el A 49 d
315951 (To prevent unfair transactions | 5= H.%.3}7]$]3}¢] (To protect the

with subcontractors from occurring, and for consumers’ rights to choose and autonomous
economic democratisation.) management of the enterprises.)

WFPFET} GRS ek wolwl I HE
cRAY] AA Be T 3o HHE9ste] | A T &8 2 B w ol (Farmers and
(To protect the employees’ health and welfare.) | fishermen suffer if the large retail
supermarkets limit their trading hours.)

High-scoring students demonstrated excellent control of language. They combined and integrated
the relevant information and main ideas from the two texts effectively and logically to create a new,
single text. High-scoring students sequenced information appropriately and had a good flow of
ideas conveying messages clearly, with extremely well-organised paragraphs and a wide range of
appropriate vocabulary and expressions.
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Section 3 — Writing in Korean

It is strongly advised that students take careful note of the kind of writing required for the chosen
guestion and include appropriate language in the finished piece.

In this section, students were required to write 1000—-1200 cha in Korean on one of the five topics
involving evaluative or imaginative writing. In 2016, many students’ responses lacked the required
depth and breadth, and did not contain a broad range of sophisticated vocabulary.

Question 3

This question was one of the less popular questions. Students were given the logo for the Korean
Youth Foundation and asked to write an imaginative story for their journal. The logo implies the
words ‘youth’, ‘hope’ and ‘fund’, and students should have focused on the connotations of these
specific words to develop a piece of creative writing, not evaluative writing. The story should have
had a beginning, middle and end. The structure needed to be clear, including the setting, plot
development and how the situation was resolved or brought to a conclusion.

Question 4

This was a popular question, which required students to write a journal entry inspired by the lyrics
of a popular song by Psy. In general, responses lacked depth of content and used basic
vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Question 5

This question was the least popular question. Students were asked to write the modern adaptation
of the opening scene of a play ‘Heungboo and Nolboo'.

Question 6

This question was the most popular. Students were required to write the script for a speech to their
peers, evaluating the pros and cons of a Digital Detox program they had recently participated in.

High-scoring students drew clearly on the positive and negative aspects of the program, supporting
their ideas with relevant details incorporated from their own experiences and using a reasonably
wide vocabulary and sophisticated language skills.

Students did not always respond in the format of a speech. Some responses lacked depth and
were limited to depicting the student’s own personal experiences to relate to some of their
arguments.

Question 7

Students were asked to write an evaluative article for the school magazine on the positive and
negative impacts of a newly introduced ‘free semester’ program in high schools. In general,
responses lacked depth and sophistication of content, and cohesiveness of writing within and
between paragraphs, and contained little evidence of structure.
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