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2019 VCE Korean First Language written
examination report

General comments

Students who performed well on the 2019 VCE Korean First Language written examination
demonstrated the ability to elicit relevant information from the listening and reading texts provided.
Most students used their time effectively and attempted all questions. Students who scored highly
understood the requirements of the tasks and gave highly relevant, logical and detailed responses
addressing all elements of the task. These students demonstrated successful integrating of ideas
in a sophisticated way, and highly effective structuring and sequencing of information and ideas
appropriate to the audience and purpose specified.

Students are reminded that it is important to:

e use the reading time effectively

o make appropriate use of the dictionary

e take detailed notes during the playing of the listening text

e be aware of the audience, purpose and text type required

o adhere to the suggested times in order to complete all parts of the examination
e be aware that the space provided gives an idea of how much to write.

Specific information

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Most students answered all questions in Section 1. A small number of students demonstrated
excellent skills in language application. Some students produced inaccurate responses because
they simply rewrote parts of the text without selecting the relevant part for the question. Students
are reminded to ensure that their answers are coherent within the context of the question. When a
question asks to describe (/7] 3}*] 2.) or explain (A ¥4 3}A] &), student responses that
simply list points rather than describing or explaining are considered limited responses.

Text 1

Question 1a.
DMZ 7} A M Al A9 Z2n| o] AAALRE | Q& o]+ 1953 W A H A A A o] & w7kl
Eo0] A 5I0], Ak 66 T Abere] Walo] 2 5 gl AT FAF FNHOR FAA
SEG AHHEL 2 9] Witk Tl o $H AHH SUS AR, v g
=3

Vonm
© VCAA 2020 Earnment


http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/aboutus/policies/policy-copyright.aspx

Fo BAEo MAHh ADH SW o RE o] YA B2RA W AR
R Fpae vk e, 1 YT B G AW A E A sk ek,

(The DMZ on the Korean peninsular attracted special attention from scholars because:

e Since the 1953 Truce Agreement, civilian access has been banned for the past 66 years and
this has allowed the DMZ to create a unique ecological environment on earth.

o Ecological aspects: the DMZ ecological belts can be considered as a haven for wildlife.
According to the National Institute of Ecology report, about 20 percent of all species on the
Korean peninsula and about a hundred endangered species have been found.

o Geological aspect: the DMZ retains the mystery of the Korean peninsula’s geological features
together with the basaltic canyon, ‘columnar joints’, which was created as the Hantan River
flows into the lava plateau.)

Overall, students did not perform well on this question. Some students did not accurately identify
two different aspects in their answer and did not give a comprehensive account of both the
ecological and geological features.

Question 1b.

o 2xFHolg A A o] AL QIS A Q] AN O = AhRlo] FlEH F 2am AT 25 LT
(Secondary forests mean forests that have been self-regenerated after they have been
damaged after natural or man-made/artificial causes.)

o HIFAA O go] vim 2 A7 0 m A, Sk Aol = GAA] AR o] g1l o] wo] 2o
2b o] gy w1 A H o7 A3 A o]t} (The DMZ forest is the 'Secondary Forest'
because it has naturally re-born/re-generated after it was destroyed through the Korean War.)

o AT RTOR AT HEF} wF0] 66 H0] Ak AT, FEFA A 25 F Yo A
ol b/l H A (EHE A FHA0), ol AL Aele] MEo|tk & s|npe] 23 o] ). (After 66
years of grief and suffering from the war and division, it has been reborn/healed as a precious
life in the DMZ, and this is a gift of nature or a symbol of hope.)

Most students answered this question reasonably well. However, inaccurate or ambiguous
responses resulted in some students missing out on marks. These responses did not include a
precise enough explanation of the historical facts of war and division and their relation to
secondary forests. In addition, language accuracy was poor and the responses lacked cohesion.

Question 1c.

A4 | Region | A|¥ / Terrain £ 4 / Characteristics

=3 East 2] A & mountainous F7dAHA| steep slopes

=3 Centre =74 A8 farmlands ¢ plains

45 West s S 5419 low hills H 4], &35t wetlands and mixed forest

iR o] Ao A3 54 1w e Al FuAA Y YuE upaw ke
S %k F, BRE A7} Bol AFo] 3, ARE B5EF AFo] Yol AL B £
t}. (Explanation: The geographical features and characteristics of the DMZ follow
‘Donggoseojeo’, which is very typical of the Korean peninsula. That is, the eastern part of the
terrain is high due to a lot of mountainous areas and the terrain becomes lower as it goes to the

west.)

In general, students did not perform well on this question. They found it difficult to correctly identify
the geographical features and its characteristics. Students who scored highly for this question
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explained the meaning of ‘Donggoseojeo’ logically and in full detail. Students needed to make
responses in a descriptive and meaningful way using full sentences to answer the question.

Question 1d.
AE A ] Bate] A Al 7} ;q QU= SRS FAe X Lvtsle] wE 7]F WEz didr)
&3S v 2| AR Y AE 97)FE NASIE 24 Q7] wiEelth o= FHEdk QlF o

Ao 7]1Q1% Aow A=z 9] A8 ‘HHEF S WS A S} (The reason for scientists’
claim that there are warning signs is because the number of endangered species, such as
halfmoon bears, are diminishing due to climate change and global warming. This is caused by
human greed and this reminds us of the four-letter proverb ‘Gwayubulgeup’.)

L3 ko Jfo] =7hd gk Al Aol A TFJ = olE wEAtol AEjAS A7t X3t E FE
ZAgo gt F LS Al o 7 & B A= e A4S DMZ
2T B, #elsk= Al o]t} (Facing the inevitable development in the future, we should
learn our lesson and seek harmonious coexistence between ecosystem and human being. Our
biggest challenge for the unified Korea is to protect the DMZ, the future world heritage.)

i wlo

Generally, students did not perform well in this question. They only mentioned key words without
linking their deeper meaning in an integrated and explicatory way to make a summary of the text.
Many responses were much shorter than the space provided and therefore failed to explore the
question in appropriate detail. Students who scored highly on this question presented well-
structured responses, demonstrating highly appropriate vocabulary, accurate grammar and a high
level of clarity, presenting well-sequenced information, including punctuation, with some evidence
of control of more complex structures.

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Texts 2 and 3

Question 2

Students were required to demonstrate their comprehension of the two texts provided and to
respond to the task using their capacity to identify and synthesise relevant information and ideas
from the text.

Context: An ideal equal society: women’s employment quota
Audience: School newspaper readers

Text type: Column for the school newspaper

Kind of writing: Informative

Students who scored highly demonstrated excellent control of language. Both form and structure
were highly suitable for the kind of writing, context, purpose and audience of the task. They
combined, blended and integrated relevant information and main ideas from the two texts
effectively and logically to successfully create a new, single text. Students who scored highly
sequenced information appropriately and had a good flow of ideas conveying messages clearly,
with extremely well-organised paragraphs and a wide range of appropriate vocabulary and
expressions.

The following are possible areas that could have been discussed in the column.
o Text2: A<}t v o]%] (Blue House homepage)

- AT IA= FAA A o), o] ALS| I Ee] FEE] dHACnE Hol Y &
s1th. (The women’s employment quota is a tentative incentive and is no longer needed as
women’s entry to the workforce has sufficiently been expanded.)
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- A &EIA = FA tigk JxbE S A EAZ T (The quota system has intensified sex
discrimination against men.)

- ARuETIA = A 2xr] TS HepetH V]3] e Ynny A At}
HE5S B AxR W24 Yujdc}. (The quota violates democracy because the
system undermines women’s abilities and guarantees unconditional results and equality
rather than providing equal opportunities.)

- AT IA= dA T Hellolw, AAAJNALE] o G833 A S Walsk A S
9 =3}o] AFEF0] AL3o] 2kx] ¢t} (The quota system for women is an infringement of
meritocracy, which is at odds with capitalism as it hinders overall social efficiency and free
competition, distorting the market.)

e Text3:gt]e =z B2 (radio program blog)

- AR LEIEFA = oo g APES [lofr] HlgF H A, AR A skt (Women's
employment quota is a legal and political means to eliminate discrimination against
women.)

- Z=dI 22 9= Abel A AAAQ oA o ALE] XE S E 9l A L&A
o] &) 7]7-= A &l oF 3}, (As in foreign countries such as Sweden, we need to
establish an implementing organisation to expand women'’s entry to the workforce.)

- AZAETFA = Aol A A F gle FEl S A vt oty S 2 AA4Y
ol 7 AAY 7raE ¢k %] o]t} (Women employment quota is a measure to
secure global competitiveness and strengthen national competitiveness as well as
breaking the glass ceiling that hinders women from occupying managerial positions.)

- AR ERIAE AR AL Ad) o e Az ohede] wYE B T2
A& Bulats Aol o 4o) WA H =% she] H5 A48 = s ek 240l (The
quota system for women’s employment is the cornerstone of an equal society, by breaking
the vicious cycle caused by the patriarchal system, and placing women in a position
where they can serve as important human resources.)

Section 3 — Writing in Korean

Students generally wrote on topic. However, in many cases responses showed a lack of depth and
breadth of ideas, which affected the overall marks achieved for this section. Students should take
careful note of the kind of writing required for the chosen question and include appropriate
language in the finished piece. Responses that scored highly were on topic and in the correct text
type format. These responses demonstrated integration of ideas in a very logical, relevant and
comprehensive explanation with a reasonably wide vocabulary and with refined language skills.
Question 3 and Question 6 were the questions most commonly attempted.

Question 3
Students were required to respond to the following task.

With the expansion of unmanned stores in the global distribution market, the wave of the fourth
industrial revolution is sweeping the distribution industry in Korea. In addition, leading corporate
supermarkets in Korea have started operating unmanned cash registers. Write an evaluative article
for a youth magazine about the advantages and disadvantages of introducing unmanned cash
registers.

Context: Unmanned stores

Audience: Youth magazine subscribers
Text type: Magazine article

Kind of writing: Evaluative
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Some of the responses did not demonstrate the structure of an article: introduction, body and
conclusion. Responses could have included at least two advantages and disadvantages,
discussed rationally and objectively using evidence to support the contrasting sides or alternatives.
Students should be reminded that a title and an author (a fictitious name) are required for the
(magazine) article text type.

Question 4
Students were required to respond to the following task.

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, and the Korean Tourism Organisation have recently
selected 100 domestic tourist attractions to visit. Write an evaluative essay for a blog entitled
‘Building memories: the pros and cons of travelling on your own in Korea’.

e Context: Travelling on your own

o Audience: General

o Text type: Essay for a personal blog on travelling
e Kind of writing: Evaluative

Responses could have presented two or more important aspects of the issue of ‘Travelling on your
own’ and discussed these rationally and objectively using evidence to support the contrasting sides
or alternatives. Creation of an impression of balance and impartiality was essential.

Question 5
Students were required to respond to the following task.

Joongang Broadcasting calls for scripts for dramas for young adults. The image provided is from a
genre painter Shin Yoon-Bok from the late Joseon period. Using the image as a stimulus, write a
summary of the drama.

¢ Context: An image by Shin Yoon-Bok

e Audience: Young adult

o Text type: A summary for a drama (plot)
¢ Kind of writing: Imaginative

The structure needed to be clear, including the setting, the plot development, and how the situation
was resolved or concluded.

Question 6

Students were asked to write an imaginative diary entry based on the poem ‘Very powerful words’
by Jeong Jin-A.

Context: Poem

Audience: The self

Text type: Journal entry

e Kind of writing: Imaginative

Most students understood the implication of the homonyms ‘horse’ and ‘words’. The journal text
type required a date and could also have included the day and the weather, as well as a lesson
learnt from the event of the day.

Question 7
Students were asked to write a short story for young people, using a poster as stimulus.

e Context: Andong Mask Dance Festival
¢ Audience: Young people, general audience
e Text type: Story
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e Kind of writing: Imaginative

A piece of imaginative story writing could break normal sequencing for added impact, such as in a
flashback or in a final disclosure that puts a different interpretation on preceding passages.
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