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2008 LOTE: Russian GA 3: Examination

Oral Component

GENERAL COMMENTS

The oral examination consists of a seven-minute Conversation, followed by a one-minute introduction of the student’s
Detailed Study and a seven-minute Discussion on the Detailed Study. Although the criteria for assessing the
Conversation and the Discussion are essentially the same, the tasks are different.

The Conversation section is based on familiar topics designed to test the student’s ability to speak Russian in a
linguistically and culturally appropriate way. A very high standard was achieved, and students demonstrated thorough
preparation for the examination.

The Discussion section tests the students’ skills in presenting and exchanging ideas, opinions and information on the
sub-topic chosen for detailed study. This year most students were well prepared, able to carry on the discussion and
present their ideas and opinions.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Conversation

Criterion 1: capacity to maintain and advance the exchange
e capacity to link with assessors
e cffectiveness of communication and repair strategies
e degree of support necessary to maintain the exchange

The task required a natural exchange of ideas as it involved a conversation about familiar situations, for example,
family, school, friends, interests and aspirations. The majority of students demonstrated good capacity to link with
assessors, kept the conversation flowing, used effective repair strategies and required minimal support. Some students
limited themselves to yes/no or very short answers that made it difficult for them to be involved in the conversation.

Criterion 2: relevance, breadth and depth of information, opinions and ideas
e relevance of information and ideas
o range of information and ideas
e capacity to support/elaborate on ideas/opinions with reasons and examples/evidence/new ideas

The majority of students had thoroughly prepared themselves for possible questions and answers and could express
their point of view confidently and elaborate on the given topic. Some students relied heavily on rote-learned material
and therefore were unable to demonstrate breadth and depth of information.

Criterion 3: accuracy of vocabulary and grammar

Overall, students expressed themselves using appropriate grammar and vocabulary. Most students conveyed meanings
using the correct style and register and were able to self-correct when necessary. Common mistakes included the
following.

Anglicisms, use of English sentence structures
e  danTa3us (KaK KaHp KHUTH)
e Kak OoJblile OHa IUTaKaja, Tak OOJIBIIE ITOHUMAaIIa
e  Mory UaTH B MarazuH
e NMeemMm pycckue Tpaguuu
e TsKeno cka3aTh

Endings

e  Cratb aKTepsl
IIo MHHOCTPaHHBIX CTpaH
Hpy3bs cMesATbCS HaO MHOU
51 1100110 S3BIK MOMX TIPEIIKU
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e S cmotpio uibMBbI O3 IepeBo bl

Agreement
e [lourparts B criopt

e  Hayuntbcs pycckuil sS3bIK

e BbUIO A€Hb pOXKIECHUE

e  YBIEKalCh MHOTUX IIPEIMETOB

e  Enum Ha cTone

e B 3Tux neTHUX KaHUKYyIax
Style

o Jloxwut (Kimager)

Register
e [lo mara3zuHam GonTaemcst
e  Ecth cBou Mo3ru (CBos TOJI0BA Ha TUIEYaxX)

Criterion 4: range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
e variety of vocabulary and grammar
e appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar to the context, audience and purpose of the task

Most students demonstrated a good knowledge of style and register and a good range of vocabulary, using structures
and expressions accurately and appropriately. A few students responded using very basic language.

Criterion 5: clarity of expression
e  pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo

As in previous years, many students tended to use English intonation patterns when speaking Russian, for instance,
using rising intonation at the end of affirmative sentences. Students experienced minor problems with pronunciation,
stress and tempo.

Section 2 — Discussion

It is important that teachers take into account the abilities and interests of students when selecting a Detailed Study and
sub-topic. The sub-topic needs to relate to aspects of the language and culture of Russian-speaking communities,
contain information that can be discussed with assessors and also allow students to express opinions.

This year the range of topics chosen by students and teachers was considerably wider. It helped students to express a
good range of ideas and opinions as they had researched their topics thoroughly. Individual approach and involvement
was also of great benefit. Students were able to address the assessors’ questions, come to their own conclusions, draw
comparisons and evaluate the situation, and were therefore able to be fully engaged in the discussion.

Some of the topics and sub-topics chosen by students this year were:

Environment
e 3arpssHenue baiikana
e  Agapus Ha YepHoObuIbCKOH ADC

Art
e  Ponb ['MuHKY B pa3sBUTHH NEPEAOBON MY3bIKU
e  Anna [laBioBa - rop1ocTh pycckoro 6anera

Social issues

e  DpraHasus
e  HapkoTuku cpeau MOJIOISKU
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Russian history and traditions
e KyxoHHas yTBaph
TakoB 1M pyCCKUI HApOa KaKUM €ro ITOKa3bIBalOT B CKa3Kax?
e Tlouemy pycckue cuntarorT HoBblii ['o1 caMbIM OOJIBIINM MPa3IHUKOM?
e Pycckue tpaauiuu: bpak no iaro0Bu nim o pacuery?

A number of students were disadvantaged due to the choice of topics. Teachers should advise students against factual
and descriptive material and topics that limit discussion. Students who selected topics such as biography, historical
monuments, etc. were unable to link with assessors, maintain the exchange, express their personal opinion or present a
range of ideas. Even though the topics were thoroughly researched, students did not have the opportunity to scaffold a
discussion.

Criterion 6: capacity to maintain and advance the exchange
e capacity to link with assessors
o cffectiveness of communication and repair strategies
e degree of support necessary to maintain the exchange

As in previous years, the majority of topics for discussion were appropriate to the students’ language level. A number of
students skilfully presented the material and successfully engaged in a free discussion with the assessors. Only a few
students struggled to effectively participate in the discussion as they relied heavily on rote-learned material.

Criterion 7: capacity to present information, ideas and opinions on a chosen topic
e capacity to support/elaborate on ideas/opinions with reasons/examples/evidence/new ideas

Generally, students confidently presented their introductory statement and their specific focus was clearly articulated.
Most students were well prepared and able to support their answers with examples and evidence drawn from resources
studied. Many students researched their sub-topics very well and were able to present different aspects of the issue.

A limited number of students had insufficient information, which hindered their ability to discuss a point or aspect. The
results for this section depend on a good analysis of texts and reflection on issues that can be discussed, incorporating a
student’s opinion, supported with reasons/examples/evidence/new ideas. Brainstorming for possible questions is
important. This allows students not only to respond with specific answers based on a single resource, but also to
incorporate similar or contrary information from other resources. Students still need more practice comparing and
juxtaposing information from various sources and answering questions such as:
o Ilouemy Bel BBIOpanmi nMeHHO 3Ty TeMy ais nzydyenusi? Yem ona Bac npusnexia? Yro BbizBano Baru
uHTepec?
Yro Bl 3Ha511 00 3TOM TEME 10 TOT0, KaK MO3HAKOMHUIKCH ¢ Barmu nerounnkamu? Kak usmenunocs Barie
MHEHHeE (ecIM U3MEHUIIOCH) TIociie paboThl HaJ HCTOYHUKAMH?
e  Kak 3Tu HCTOYHMKH HOTIOJHSAIOT APYT Apyra?
o Kakoii ucrounuk gan Bam camyro nieanyro napopmanmto? O0ocHyiiTe.
e Ilocne neranmpHOTO U3yYSHHUS UCTOYHHKOB, K KAKOMY BEIBOAY BBl pHIILTH 1 mouemy?

Criterion 8: accuracy of vocabulary and grammar

Although introductory statements were well presented and grammatically correct, a number of students made occasional
mistakes and used incorrect language structures when responding and making comparisons. Some of the mistakes are
given below.

Agreement
e Tloror 0 m00BE

Word formation
e  Co3naBanueM (IPaBWIBHO ‘CO3/IaHHEM)
e Tema MeHs moMHTEpecoBalia (IPaBUIBHO ‘3aWHTEPECOBaa)

Style
e JKeHmmHa JErKOro MbICIIHS
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Stress
e Mensen’ei
e Hasemr'ro

Criterion 9: range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
e variety of vocabulary and grammar
e appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar to the context, audience and purpose of the task

Most students used a very good range of vocabulary, sentence structures and expressions with both simple and complex
grammatical structures. A few grammatical mistakes were made. Teachers should draw students’ attention to the
following categories:

e agreement

e cases

e sentence structure

e word formation.

Criterion 10: clarity of expression

The majority of students were thoroughly prepared for this section and did not experience significant problems with
pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. In cases when they had to use challenging words such as newly-coined

words, terminology, borrowed words, etc. it was evident that they had practised the correct pronunciation and stress.
Only some students struggled with intonation and tempo.

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Opverall, the results of the written exam were pleasing. Students were able to analyse texts, arrive at conclusions and
summarise. They had developed the skills that are essential to address the demands of the examination paper. Students
also demonstrated a solid ability to comprehend diverse and unfamiliar texts and address the questions.

In class teachers should emphasise the conventions of different text types and kinds of writing as students still have
difficulties identifying key features relating to these.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Listening and Responding

Part A — Answer in English
Text1

Question 1a.

Ivanov

Although the text was focused on the surnames of Kuznetsov and Smith, almost all students were able to recognise the
correct answer.

Question 1b.

Both of:
o they both will be studying at Moscow University/the same University/the same group
o their surnames mean the same thing but in different languages.

A number of students gave only one answer for this question, whereas it was expected that students gave two answers in
order to score two marks.

Question 1c.
Both of:

e it means ‘smith’
e it originates from a profession.
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Text 2
Question 2a.
All of:
o the students were divided into two groups
e one group did not sleep at night, the other slept as usual
e  Dboth groups were shown 30 words
e afew days later the scientists checked how the students remembered the words.

The majority of students were able to identify all four stages of the experiment.

Question 2b.
All of:

e students in the first group remembered fewer words/students in the second group remembered more words
e negative words were retained better than positive and neutral in the group of students who did not sleep
e  one night without sleep is enough to produce a negative impact on the memory.

Quite a few students were unable to provide three answers as expected.

Text 3
Question 3a.
All of:
e sometimes he does not sleep for a few nights in a row
e he once walked 35 km in the snow in Siberia
e sometimes Pavel has to work at night
e sometimes Pavel has to work when everyone else is celebrating.

Though the information was very clear and accessible, not all students were able to comprehend the text and provide all
the facts that were expected.

Question 3b.
Urgent/in the next issue

A small number of students were not able to recognise the cultural set phrase ‘Cpouto B HOMep!’

Question 3c.
Both of:

e wait and see the fresh newspaper
e to know that millions of people would read your article.

Question 3d.
On the radio/radio studio

Most students provided the correct answer.

Part B — Answer in Russian

Text 4
Question 4a.
All of:
e  Pushkin expressed his love for Anna in poems/Pushkin wrote A Magic Moment | Remember
e Anna recalled her moments with Pushkin in some detail/as someone observing him closely and knowing him
well
e Anna continued to love Pushkin even after he got married/they remained good friends.

Question 4b.

The day when the famous Pushkin monument was being carried to Strastnaya Square, Anna’s funeral procession was
moving along the same streets.

Russian GA 3 Exam Published: 6 April 2009



2008 VICTORIAN CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY

Assessment
Report

Although the question was quite challenging, the majority of students handled it very well.

Text5
Question 5a.
Russian people believe that the motherland begins with a birch growing by your window/close-knit relationship.

One of:
e Sergei Yesenin wrote a famous poem
e artist Arhip Kuingy painted Birch wood
e common people compare a young slender girl to a birch.

Question 5b.
They would tie birch branches in a knot.

Most of the students did well in this question.

Question 5c.
Both of:

e three birches to symbolise life
e cvery fourth person was killed by fascists/symbolised by an eternal flame.

Question 5d.
Russian migrants took young birch plants with them.

Section 2 — Reading and Responding
Part A — Answer in English

The criteria used when assessing performance in this section were the students’ ability to:
e understand general and/or specific aspects of a text by, for example, comparing, contrasting, summarising, or
evaluating and convey(ing) the information accurately and appropriately.

Text6
Question 6a.
All of:

e it might not be possible to achieve desirable results through official requests/one has to be active, persistent and
demanding in Russia

o the lack of a detailed planning habit/Russians believe that it is not possible to foresee everything

o Russian businessmen are known for their loyalty to old connections and partners/Russian businesspeople, unlike
their Western partners, take break-ups with old partners badly

e Western businessmen do not hesitate to fire their employees/Russians are often sad when they have to sack their
staff

e Russians do not respond to business correspondence.

Most students answered this question correctly, even though it was quite challenging.

Question 6b.
The matter will be delayed or forgotten.

Almost all students were able to understand the meaning of the phrase ‘0T0kuTh B 10OJITHI SIUK .

Question 6¢.
To succeed in Eastern-Western business, each must understand the other’s ways of dealing.
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Text 7
Question 7a.
Protective
Three of:
e guards house when the family is absent
e scares away thieves
e minds children in parents’ absence
e  helps find lost animals/members of the family.

Responsive to poor treatment
All of:
e makes noises at night
e  drops clothes
e hides things away.

Able to predict the future

All of:
o ifthe domovoi strokes his master with his furry paw at night the master will be rich
e warm paw means wellbeing
e cold and rough paw means misfortune.

Almost all students performed well, addressing the question confidently.

Question 7b.
Would put old slippers on the floor and say ‘here’s your sleigh, come with us’

Most students answered this question correctly.

Question 7c.
Magazine article

Two of:

title

content

author

register (objective third person)
style

layout

illustration/picture.

Following the study design, teachers must instruct their students on how to identify texts types and their features.
Though these skills had been tested in previous examinations, it is still a hurdle for a number of students. This year a
few students experienced problems addressing the question.

Part B — Answer in Russian
The criteria used when assessing performance in this section were the students’ ability to:
o understand general and specific aspects of a text by identifying, analysing and responding to information
e convey information coherently (structure, sequence, accuracy and variety of vocabulary and sentence structure)
and appropriately (relevance, use of conventions of the text type).

All students addressed the task successfully. Almost all students correctly structured the answer in the form of a
personal letter.

Section 3 — Writing in Russian

The criteria used to assess performance in this section were:
e relevance and depth of treatment of ideas, information, or opinions
e accuracy and range of vocabulary and sentence structures
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o the capacity to structure and sequence responses
o the capacity to use conventions of the text type.

Question 9
Though not many students attempted this question, those who did produced a well-written, informative article.

Question 10
This topic was least popular. Students who attempted the question managed to evaluate positive and negative aspects of
computer games and produced well thought-out pieces of writing.

Question 11
This question focused on healthy lifestyle and proved to be the most popular. Almost half of the students attempted this
question and performed very well.

Question 12

The imaginative writing on global warming was the second most popular topic, however the average mark was lower
than expected. Teachers should allow more time to prepare students for this challenging kind of writing.
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