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2020 VCE Sinhala written 
examination report 

General comments 
Most students responded to the questions appropriately when answering the questions in English. When 
answering in Sinhala, students should be more concerned about writing in complete sentences rather than in 
short phrases. The students’ knowledge of the type of writing, the type of language (formal/informal) and 
grammar used according to the type of writing were at a high level. 

Specific comments 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise 
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and responding 

Part A 

Question 1a. 
Correct responses were: 

• 48% of the population is male and 52% is female. 

− Or about the percentages of males and females in the population. 

• Average life span of males is 72 years and that of females is 78 years and six months. 

− Or about the average life span of males and females.  

Most students answered the question correctly, indicating the percentages.  

Question 1b. 
Correct responses were: 

• Physical activities – As males get older, they become less active and spend more time seated (reading the 

paper/watching TV), while females are more active with household work/looking after 

grandchildren. 

• Mental attitudes – As females get, older they get involved in religious activities and become 

calmer, while males get more involved in political arguments and are more agitated. 

Most students responded correctly. 
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Question 2a. 
Correct responses were: 

• It is the only planet that has water on the surface. 

• It appears blue in space. 

Most students responded correctly. 

Question 2b. 
Correct responses were: 

• Sri Lanka is an agricultural country (especially rice) and therefore needs water. 

• There are only two seasons of rain in Sri Lanka.  

• Therefore, the kings constructed many reservoirs to collect water for the dry seasons. 

Some answers were incomplete. Students are reminded to take care to respond fully – for three marks, 
responses needed to include three correct points. 

Question 3a. 
Correct responses were: 

• Objective of the visit – to celebrate his mother’s 60th birthday. 

• Plans during the visit: 

− to give lunch to an elderly persons’ home in the village  

− to take the mother and father on a pilgrimage/Dalada Maligawa with their families.  

Most students identified the objective and then planned correctly. 

Question 3b. 
Correct responses were: 

• The parents have sacrificed a lot for their upbringing. 

• Responsibility taken by the mother to support the family when the father was sick. 

• The children were not allowed to feel the burden of the family. 

• Also encouraged them to complete their education (and that is why they have achieved a high 

standard of living). 

Three marks were given for any three points from above. Most students identified three reasons correctly. 

Part B 

Question 4a. 
Correct responses were: 

• A Hopper Night is organised by a seniors’ association.   

• To collect money for reconstruction work for houses and school buildings damaged by the 

disastrous rain/weather condition in Sri Lanka. 

− jeäysá ix.uhla u.ska wdmam rd;%shla mj;ajk nj¡  

− › ,xldfõ úkdYldÍ jeiafika $ ld,.=K ;;aa;ajfhka lvdjegqKq ksfjia iy mdi,a f.dvke.s,s 

w¨;ajeähd lsÍï i|yd uqo,a tl;= lrk nj¡ 
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Most students identified the two messages correctly.  

Question 4b. 
Correct responses were: 

• The assurance that all the money collected from the event will be donated for the purpose, 

since the food is provided free of charge by the seniors.  

• Since most people received free education from Sri Lanka and now have a comfortable life here, it 

is a duty for them to participate in the event. 

− jeäysáhka fkdñf,a wdydr imhk ksid fuhska tl;=jk ish¿u uqo,a fuu ld¾hh iyd m%Odkh lrk 

njg iy;sl lSÍu¡ 

− fndfyd fofkla › ,xldfõ ksoyia wOHdmkh ,nd oeka fufy i;=áka Ôj;ajk ksid fuhg iyNd.Sùu 

hq;=lula f,i ie,lSu¡ 

Question 5a. 
Correct responses were: 

• The location is close the city.  

• There is a hospital close to the location.  

• There is a shopping centre close to the location.  

• There is a railway station close to the location.  

− bvu k.rhg lsÜgqj msysgd ;sîu¡  

− bvug lsÜgqj frday,la msysgd ;sîu¡ 

− bvug lsÜgqj idmamq ixlS¾Khla msysgd ;sîu¡ 

− bvug lsÜgqj ÿïßh kej;=ïm,la msysgd ;sîu¡ 

Any three of the above factors were given three marks. The location being close to a school and close to a 
playground were not considered as correct factors. Most students identified three correct reasons in their 
response. 

Question 5b. 
Correct responses were: 

• Landscaping will be done free of charge. 

• The fence or the wall will be constructed at a low cost. 

− j;a; fkdñf,a ilialr oSu¡ 

− j;a; jgd jegla fyda ;dmamhla wvq ñ,lg boslr oSu¡ 

Only these two factors were given full marks because only these two conditions applied if the construction of 
the house was done within that year.  

Question 6a. 
Correct responses were: 

• It is the literacy day. 

• The school is launching a magazine printed with students’ articles (verses and essays). 

− th idys;Hh oskhhs" tosk mdif,a <uqkaf.a lú rpkd we;=,;a i`.rdjla uqøKh lr bosßm;a l<d¡  

Most students identified the connection of the day and the event correctly. 
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Question 6b. 
Correct responses were: 

• Students got the opportunity to paste their work on the noticeboard for others to read. 

• Students used to gather around the noticeboard to read them and did not waste time chatting. 

• The friends evaluated the students’ visual texts. 

• Students were encouraged and given the opportunity to improve. 

• The notices from school were conveyed to the students. 

− wka whg lshùu i|yd isiqkag Tjqkaf.a ,sms wdosh;a oekaùï mqqjrefõ w,jkak bv ,eîu¡ 

− isiqka ;eka ;ekaj, l;dlrñka ld,h .;lrkafka ke;sj ;u hy¿jkaf.a ,sms lshùug oekaùï 

mqjrej ,`. /iajqKd¡ 

− isiqka ;u hy¿jkaf.a ,sms we.hsug ,la l<d¡ 

− isiqka jvd;a Wkkaÿù" ;u oCI;djhka oshqKq lr .ekSug wjia:djla ,nd.;a;d¡ 

− mdif,a ksfõok <uqka w;r m%pdrh jqKd¡  

Section 2 – Reading and responding 

Part 1 

Question 7a. 
Correct responses were: 

• Coconut trees – From the coconut leaves at the top to the roots at the bottom of the trunk, 

nothing is thrown away without making use of it. 

• Coconuts – Everything produced from the coconut (e.g. oil, milk and flesh scraped) is used in 

cooking.  

Most students identified the correct statement regarding the importance of the coconut trees and the 
coconuts stated in the article.  

Question 7b. 
Correct responses included: To sell the vegetable oils imported to Sri Lanka, people were made to think / a 
rumour was spread that coconut can cause heart attacks. This discouraged the people from using coconut 
oil and other coconut products in the preparation of the food.  

Most responses stated the complete explanation. 

Question 8a.  
Correct responses were: 

• Area – Construction of buildings  

− Evidence – The ruins of the temples that are still remaining. 

• Area – Agriculture 

− Evidence – Sri Lanka was referred to as the ‘grain store of South Asia’ because it exported rice or the 

reservoirs constructed for farming still exist and are used for the same purpose. 
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Some students misunderstood the term areas as eras and wrote Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa for the 
areas but otherwise the evidence was stated correctly. In such instances marks were awarded for the 
evidence only.  
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Question 8b. 
Correct responses were: 

• When Sri Lanka gained independence, the jobs where people attend dressed in western clothes were 

more respected and valued, therefore farming was considered as a low-level job. 

• Before, Sri Lanka was exporting rice to the other countries but now it imports rice from 

other countries.   

Most students provided the correct explanation appropriately.  

Part B 

Question 9 
The question required students to write an article; therefore, the response needed to display the 
characteristics of the text type. This may have included elements such as the topic and the writer’s name. 
For an article, formal language should have been used. 

Points that may have been included were: 

• harmful effects of: 

− the gas emitted by the combustion of fuels causing global warming 

− use of plastics that do not easily decay, which can cause blockages and the death of animals after 

eating them 

− cutting down of trees that absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen to purify the air. 

• steps taken:  

− walk or ride a bike for short distances and use public transport whenever possible 

− reduce the use of plastics (water bottles, bags and containers) and take reusable bags when shopping 

− plant trees. 

The response may have used emotive language or rhetorical questions to persuade the fellow students.  
,smshla ,shk neúka ud;Dldjla iy ,shkakdf.a ku i|yka úh hq;=hs¡ 

we;=,;a l< yels lreKq  

• ydksodyl n,mEï 

^1& bkaOk oykfhka msgjk jdhq u.ska f.da,Sh WIaK;ajh by< hEu¡ 

^2& myiqfjka osrdfkdhk ma,diaála Ndú;h ksid we;sjk isrùï iy tAjd lEfuka i;=ka ñh hEu¡ 

^3& ldnka vhsTlaihâ Wrd f.k" Tlaiscka uqodyßñka jd;h msßisÿ lrk .ia lmd oeñu¡ 

• .kakd ,o mshjr 

^1& flá ÿrj,a weúoSu fyda mdmeosh fhdod .ekSu¡ yels wjia:dj,oS fmdÿ jdyk 

 Ndú;h¡ 

^2& ma,diaála Ndú;h wvq lsÍu¡ WodyrK j;=r fnda;,a nE.a iy Ndck wdosh¡ kej; 

 mdúÉÑ l< yels nE.a $ u¨ lfâg f.k hEu¡ 

^3& me, isgq ùu¡ 

• ye`.Sï okjk NdIdj Ndú;fhka iy fmd<Ujk m%YAK weiSfuka mdi,a isiqkaj o"  

 wkq.ukh lrùug fmd<U jkak¡ 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


  

© VCAA  Page 7 
 

Many responses included a long description of the adverse effects from the three factors but only a few 
mentioned the steps taken to minimise the effects. Persuasive language was not evident in many responses.  

Most responses used formal language and demonstrated correct grammatical structures. Most responses 
demonstrated the characteristics of the specified text type, such as an appropriate topic and the writer’s 
name.  

Section 3 – Writing in Sinhala 
Question 10 
This question required students to produce a script for a speech that addressed a youth forum as an 
audience. It may have included informal language.  

Points that may have been included were: 

• the importance of education and the knowledge acquired from it for one’s personal life 

• the importance of other human qualities learned by other means 

• how the knowledge acquired from education can be used to help others as well as for destruction. 

^1& wOHdmkfhka ,nk oekqfuka fm!oa.,sl Ôú;hg we;s jeo.;alu¡ 

^2& fjk;a ud¾.j,ska bf.k .kakd ukqIH .=KO¾uj, jeo.;alu¡  

^3& wOHdmkfhka ,nk oeKqu fjk;a whf.a m%fhdachg fukau úkdYhg o  

 fhdod .kakd nj¡ 

Few students chose this question. Not all responses evaluated the statement. Most responses mentioned 
the importance of education for personal benefits and that it can be used to help others.  

Question 11 
This was a report to be published in a newspaper, so the writing should have been in formal language and in 
past tense. The response should have demonstrated the characteristics of a report, and it may have included 
a title and the name of the writer.  

Points that may have been included were the: 

• community event and its importance 

• type of work performed 

• outcome of the event 

• experience gained. 
^1& isÿlrk ,o iudc lghq;a; ms<sn| úia;rhla iy tys jeo.;alu¡ 

^2& isÿlrk ,o l%shdldrlï¡ 

^3& tys m%;sM,¡ 

^4& thska ,o w;aoelSï¡ 

There were no student responses to this question.  
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Question 12 
This was a personal piece of writing, so informal language should have been used. The format of a letter 
should have been evident as well as an appropriate start and an ending. Responses may have mentioned: 

• experiences gained and good memories of their association 

• present feelings and loneliness 

• good wishes for the future of the brother/sister. 

^1& Tjqka w;r weiqfrka ,enQ w;aoelSï iy iqNjdoS u;l igyka¡ 

^2& oeka w;aúosk ;ksku iy md¿j¡  

^3& ifydaorhdf.a $ ifydaoßhf.a wkd.;hg iqN me;=ï¡ 

Most students responded to this question and most responded at a very high level. These responses 
described some good times they had together and expressed their feelings of sadness and loneliness, due 
to separation. Also, some responses included how proud they were of their sibling, wished them good luck 
for their future and promised to follow the example of success set by them.  
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