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General comments  
Students’ general level of performance on the 2015 Tamil written examination was good. Some 
students, however, did not read the questions properly, could not identify the key word or phrase 
within the questions, or could not distinguish active from passive voice. Many students took 
detailed notes of the facts and information that they heard in the listening texts, but could not then 
give the necessary points in their responses. 

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that 
require translation or the simple recall of factual information. While some simpler items may be 
found, there will also be some items pitched at a higher cognitive level, requiring analysis, 
synthesis or evaluation. Furthermore, the examination will not expect factual information from 
students’ general knowledge. Students are expected to find the information and facts from the 
listening or written texts and manipulate and analyse them to respond to the questions.  

Specific information  
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 
When answering questions in Section 1, students should remember: 

• to respond to the questions in the appropriate language 
• to write their answers in the allocated spaces 
• to ensure all responses are based on the texts and are to the point 
• that the same piece of information must not be used in more than one answer 
• that notes written in the margin are not assessed. 

Part A – Answer in English  
Students were presented with three texts in Tamil. Students were expected to demonstrate their 
understanding of the question and respond using relevant, accurate and appropriate connecting 
words that demonstrated their understanding of the question.  

Text 1 
Question 1a. 

The woman is surprised because, not only does the man produce the same products, but he has 
bought multiple packets of his business competitor’s products. 

Most students responded well to this question. Some students did not supply both pieces of 
information.  
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Question 1b. 

He wants to conduct quality control by comparing them with his competitor’s products in terms of 
their freshness/shelf life to see whether he should improve his own products.  

Most students responded well to this question and supplied both pieces of information.  

Text 2 
Question 2a.  

Their father could also be secretly planning a surprise party. Therefore, they need to tell him that 
they plan to take their mother to a restaurant for her birthday without telling him about the real 
surprise party that they have planned. By doing this, they should lead their father to reveal any 
plans he may have.  

The majority of students were able to answer this question correctly and obtained full marks. Some 
students did not respond to all aspects of the question.  

Question 2b. 

The pieces of evidence are: 

• They want to organise a surprise 50th birthday party for her.  
• They are personally paying for the expenses of the party – the son is putting a lot of his 

earnings towards it/was prepared to give a year’s salary. 
• They appreciate the good guidance she has given them. 
• They appreciate the fact that their mother has also acted as their father in his absence.  
• The daughter was moved to tears just thinking of the speech she was going to give at her 

mother’s surprise party. 

Some students responded well to this question, but many missed some of the pieces evidence.  

Text 3 
Question 3  

• The audience preferred Bala to conduct the seminar.  
• Bala did not stay in Toronto because he wanted to prepare for the seminar. 
• On the flight home, Bala did not sleep and did not even take care of their child because he 

wanted to continue preparing for the seminar. 
• Bala (usually) managed any difficult situations successfully with a sense of humour.  

Part B – Answer in Tamil  
Kabilan is quoting the proverb because he had been asking Mala (for a long time) to use the bins 
wisely. Even after Mala received the warning letter, she is still talking about her own popularity and 
that of her bins, but there is no evidence that she will do the right thing. Kabilan believes that that 
everyone (including Mala) should do the right thing. 
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Igaparan was attracted by the qualities of Grandma’s nurse such as her compassion and kindness 
even in difficult times. He admired her conduct such as her punctuality and her ability to do even 
delicate tasks appropriately. Later, she taught many subjects in his nursing school. Now Igaparan 
follows her examples when he does his own duties in difficult times. These are the reasons why 
Igaparan attributes his own success to his grandmother’s nurse. 

High-scoring responses used appropriate grammar and sentence structures. Low-scoring 
responses gave only limited answers.  

Mary demonstrated her responsible attitude to money in the following ways: 

• She looked for a more economical way to have her braces fitted. 
• She works and earns her own income. 
• She guarantees that she will repay her uncle’s loan.  

Most students responded well to this question. 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding  
Part A – Answer in English  
Text 7 
Question 7a.  

In Vanni 

• Students don’t have bicycles, so they can’t travel any distance to continue further education. 
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• Many students drop out of school. 
• There are no science laboratories and a lack of educational equipment in primary schools. 
 
In Australia 
• Parents drop off and pick up their children in cars, not only to their regular schools but also to 

extra activities like dance classes. 
• Schools have well-equipped auditoriums, with the latest screens, lights and sound systems. 

Low-scoring responses included the student’s own opinions and knowledge.  

Question 7b.  

The students were supported in the following ways. 

• The school offered the hall free of charge. 
• Parents helped by driving students to rehearsals.  
• The dance teacher offered her classroom and acted as their mentor.  

Text 8  
Question 8a.  

Because it is a month since final exams and many students are getting their licences.  

Question 8b.  

Two of: 

• You may have an accident by changing lanes without caution. 
• You may kill or injure a pedestrian or make a pedestrian fearful by not giving them enough time 

or distance to cross the road. 
• Other drivers may be angry with you for not using good road manners. 
• You may be fined for not observing speed limits.  

Many students did not understand the word ‘consequences’ in this context and translated the 
whole paragraph into English.  

Part B – Answer in Tamil  
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Section 3 – Writing in Tamil  
In this section, students were asked to show their ability to write an original text of approximately 
250 words in Tamil in response to one of three questions.  

Questions 10 and 11 were the most popular and many students responded very well.  

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and 
well-written pieces that were cohesive and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Their 
pieces were accompanied by the skilful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas. It was evident 
that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary, and the ability 
to use their knowledge effectively.  
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Question 12  

This question required students to write a reflective narrative describing an event that changed 
their opinion about a neighbour.  

High-scoring responses dealt with the topic in an original and interesting manner. They 
demonstrated a good command of language, and relevant and creative ideas appropriate to the 
question. The following are phrases from high-scoring responses. 
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